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THE JOYS OF THE FIELD. 





usr sing of the dashing dragoon, 
The soldier so gallant to see, 
Of jolly Jack Tar in his uniform blue, 
But the life of the hunter for me. 
His jacket of canvas so trim, 
His step so elastic and free, 
With gun on his shoulder and dogs by his side ;— 
The joys of the fleld for me. 


With pockets all over his coat, 
Each furnished with provident skill ; 

A bold joyous eye and a confident heart, 
He’s sportsman or soldier at will. 

Then “hie boys! go on!” is the word, 
It quickens the pulses to see 

His trusty companions in eager career ;— 
The joys of the field for me. 


Ho ! steady ! he has them! old Staunch ; 
How rigid the pup backs his sire; 
Head up and half turned, with a whirr up they spring, 
Now! right and left give them your fire; 
A double and odd to the score. 
‘* Down, charge,” load and gather the three, 
Then, on to the covert with footsteps alert ;— 
The joys of the field for me, 


And when the sun sinks inthe west, 
With purple and gold all aflame, 

The sportsman exults in the glorious scene, 
But most he exults in his game. 

With pockets well filled for his toll, 
And step still elastic and free, 

He trolls a stout ditty and marches for home ;— 
The joys of the field fur me, 


Behold, at the bountiful board, 
St. Hubert, what havoc he makes; 
Charging gallantly into a phalanx of meats, 
And scaling a tower of cakes! 
Then a pipe, and perhaps something hot 
Before bed, is the thing, don’t you see, 
With slumbers far sweeter than poppies can bring ;— 
The joys of the field for me. 


Ye Sybarites, worshiping ease, 
Who droop at the scent of a rose; 
How little ye reck what a treasure of joy 
Old Pan on the sportsman bestows. 
From the clusters the rarest we’ll press, 
Libations, Great Patron, to thee! 
Success to the sportsman and health to his dogs ;— 
The joys of the fleld for me, 
—Germantown Telegraph, 
——— e+ ____- 
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ORIGIN OF THE NORTHWESTERN FUR TRADE—FORT BENTON— 
SYSTEM OF TRADING—BATTLES WITH THE BLACKFEET—AN- 
ECDOTES OF THE VOYAGEURS—PROSPERITY OF THE MODERN 
TOWN. 

HIRTY-FIVE miles below the Falls of the Missouri 
stands Fort Benton, the ultima thule of my boyish 

imagination—a spot containing more adventurous romance, I 


ther up the Missouri. An intense competition, of course, 
sprang up between the old and the young company, several 
times leading to bloodshed. Fort Union having been estab- 
lished at the mouth of the Yellowstone in 1829 as a basis of 
supplies, exploring and trading expeditions were sent up the 
river, building stockades at various points, mainly of.a tem- 
porary character, until, in 1846, a very substantial fort was 
erected by Major Alexander Culbertson on the north bank of 
the Missouri, at the head of navigation, 667 miles above Fort 
Union and 2,663 miles from St. Louis by river. The new 
fort was named in hunor of Governor and Senator Thos. H. 
Benton, of Missouri, who, some years before, had rescued 
the company from a ruinous litigation. 

Fort Benton was 250 feet square, and, except the front, 
wholly built of sun-dried bricks. The picturesque, structure 
is still standing, although long: since disused. The wall of 
gray adobes are of great thickness, able to resist any mode of 
attack likely to be brought against them, while at opposite 
corners two square bastion towers surmount the walls, from 
which an enfilading fire could be poured upon besiegers. 
Built against the wail inside are the ware-rooms and the bar- 
racks of the score or so of men employed, while the log dwel- 
lings and offices of the agents and officers constitute the front 
of the quadrangle. The roofs of all the buildings are covered 
with earth as a protection against fire. There is but one en- 
trance—a massive, doubled leaved gate. At one side of this 
entrance, within the wall, stands the store, and at the other 
side a warehouse, the inner corners of these buildings being 
connected by a stockade and second gate similar to the outer 
portal, enclosing a strong room without any roof. In the side 
of the store, about five feet from the ground, was a hole 
eighteen inches square, with a strong shutter-fastening in- 
side. When the Indians wanted to trade, the inner gate was 
closed; aman would stand at the outer gate until as many 
Indians as the space between the gates would contain had 
passed in; then he would lock the outer gate and go through 
the trading hole into the store. The Indians would then pass 
whatever articles each one had to trade through the hole and 
the trader would throw out whatever the Indian wanted, to 
the value in trade of the article received. When the party 
were done trading, they were turned out and another party 
admitted. In that way the Indians were entirely at the mercy 
of the traders, for they could all be killed through loop-holes 
in the store. The articles brought by the Indians for trade 
were buffalo robes, elk, deer, antelope, bear, wolf, beaver, ot- 
ter, fox, mink, martin, wild-cat, skunk and badger skins, 
The sale of whiskey had been interdicted by Congress, and 
for fear of danger to themselves the traders did not sell them 
guns; but when an Indian proved to be a good hunter and a 
good friend to the traders by his actions and talk, he could 
occasionally borrow a gun and a few loads of ammunition to 
make a hant. The principal articles of trade were alcohol, 
blankets, blue and scarlet cloth, sheeting (domestics), ticking, 
tobacco, knives, fire-steels, arrow points, files, brass wire 
(different sizes), beads, brass tacks, leather belts (from four to 
ten inches wide), silver ornaments for hair, shells, axes, 
hatchets, etc. 

The system pursued kept all the subordinate employees of 
the company in actual bondage. The men were paid only 
$200 to: $250 a year, and were charged outrageous prices for 
the necessaries of life. A cup of ammunition, coffee, sugar, 


thought, than any other place on the globe. And it is pleas- | flour or lard cost a dollar; an ordinary flannel shirt from ten 
ant to add that, when unexpectedly I found myself at this | to twenty dollars, and soon. The men consequently dressed 
Mecca of my Northwestern pilgrimage, I was not more dis- | entirely in buckskin, and lived for months together solely on 


appointed than my later experience had prepared me for. 

When, in 1642, Charles II. granted to the ‘‘ Hudson’s Bay 
Fur Company” « monopoly of the fur trade of all North 
America, he set up a monarchy on this continent far more 
powerful in actual arbitrary control of its subjects than was 
his own rule in England, and one which was sure to engen- 
der rivalry and opposition, even though it was 200 years in 
rising. The operations of this company were chiefly confined 
to what is now called British America, and, although its tra- 
ders made excursions southward, it had no posts established 
on the Missouri. In the early part of the present century 
the Northwestern Fur Company, consisting of New York and 
Canadian merchants, was started to trade with the Indians of 
this region, but was soon replaced by the American Fur 
Company—as the firm of Pierre Choteau & Co., of St. Louis, 
was called—which pushed its trading posts further and fur- 





meat without any salt, and little green stuff. Everything 
(except the flesh and skins of wild animals) had to be brought 
from Fort Union —and at first from St. Louis—in keel-boats, 
which, much of the way, it was impossible to row against 
the current, the only means of progress being by walking 
along the bank and dragging the boat by a towing-rope held 
across the shoulder. ‘This was termed ‘‘cordelling,” and 
some of the old Frenchmen yet alive point to their bent 
backs and knotted hands as evidence of the terribly hard 
work it was. The result was that the laborers were in a per- 
petual bondage of debt to the company, and their only hope 
of escape, or chance of ‘getting ahead,” was to run away 
and roam through the mountains as independent trappers, 
which many of them did, passing lives of the most startling 
adventure. 

Several trading stations had preceded Fort Benton—one of 





which—Fort McKenzie—on the Brule bottoms, a short dis- 
tance below, had been occupied by Major Culbertgon for 
eleven years, and was the scene of the defeat of the Crow 
chief, Rotten Belly, whose fame is preserved in the name of 
a prominent butte and canyon near by. 

This celebrated chief, urged on by his people, had previ- 
ously beleaguered Fort McKenzie, capturing all the animals 
of the fort. The place was in charge of Mr. Oulbertson, and 
there were but nineteen men to defend it. For a month this 


. little force baffled all the attempts of the crows to get posses- 


sion. Being, however, in a starving condition, and it being 
apparent that they could not hold out much longer, resort was 
had to stratagem. Twenty-nine squaws in the garrison were 
dressed in men’s clothes, and, with arms in their hands, were 
distributed around the fort in sight of the Crows, who, thus 
deceived in reference to the force defending the place, became 
disheartened, drew off and separated. Rotten Belly, with a 
portion, mortified at his failure, declared he would go north 
and seek death in battle. On reaching the rocks and seeing 
the Gros Ventres, he said: ‘‘ Here I will die to-day; you 
have brought me to this,” and rushing upon his enemies he 
killed two, and then received his death wound. Before his 
death he advised his people to be the friends of the whites, 
saying it was their only chance to escape defeat and utter 
ruin. 

In 1842, the Blackfeet Indians having become troublesome, 
F. A, Chardon, then in charge of the fort, concluded to pun- 
ish them. He waited until a trading party came in, and when 
they were assembled in front of the gate, he suddenly opened 
it and fired upon them with a small canon loaded with mus- 
ket balls, afterward killing all the wounded with knives. 
Thirty were thus massacred. The rezult was such a deter- 
mined war by the outraged tribe that the fort had to be aban- 
doned and another (Fort F. A. Chardon) built at the mouth: 
of the Judith River. 

Fort Benton was commanded by various officers after Ma- 
jor Culbertson, but none of them is so well remembered as 
*“*Old Man Dawson.” He was a pompous, dignified, strict 
man—something of a tyrant, but very well liked on the 
whole. Many anecdotes are preserved of him. One winter 
when everybody was nearly starving, an old voyageur named 
Viall killed one of Mr. Dawson's precious pigs and divided 
it among the garrison. The commandant, finally discovering 
the thief, ordered the value of the porker to be charged 
against him. Viall could do nothing but bide his time. 
Soon after that Dawson had occasion to go to a neighboring 
post and took Viall with him. On the way bis horse stum- 
bled, pitching his rider into a coulee, whence he called Viall 
to extricate him. The old Frenchman paid no attention, and 
not until the irate factor’s language grew strong did Via 
condescend to hear his cries and turn back. 


‘*Want me to help ye, eh?” he sneered. ‘* Wall you 
scratch ze pig in ze big book ?” 
‘* No, I won't,” replied the testy factor. So Viall rode off. 


But soon his struggling chief called him back. 

‘¢Oh! Viall, give me a lift,” 

‘© Wall ye scratch the pig?” Viall was inexorable. 

‘No, d—- me if I will!” Dawson shouted in boiling 
wrath, and Viall turned his horse’s head again, while the fac- 
tor floundered in vain, and a third time called the old trapper 
back. 

‘‘ Wall ye scratch it now ’f I gi’ yea hand?” -he asked 
cautiously, before dismounting. 

_ ‘*Yes; pull me out.” 

‘+And will ye gi’ me squaw a new dress ?” added Viall. 

** Yes—here! take hold!” 

‘* And will ye gi’ me a new suit of clothes ?” 

‘+ Yes, yes—anything—only pull me out of this coulee ! 

So Viall rescued his employer, and Dawson kept his prom- 
ises. 

Another story of Viali is as follows: 

He was once sent to guide some Catholic priests across the 
Saskatchewan country. On the way they saw a war party 
of Indians approaching. 

‘¢ Come on:!” cried Vial. instantly, ‘‘ follow me as hard as 
you can ride.” 

‘Oh, no,” replied the missionaries placidly. ‘‘ Keep quiet ; 
trust in the Lord, and they won’t harm us.” 

But the old voyageur preferred to trust to his horse, and 
made off at the top of his speed, while the Indians robbed 
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the Jesuits and set them afoot. pee after great. toil, the 
priests reached a trading post and met Viall. 4 

‘* Well,” he said to them, ‘I heerd ye got jumped. When 
ye've been among ze red devils ez long shave, ye'll learn 
it’s a d—d sight better to trust to your Zan ze in an 
Injun country.” , 

‘The fort came to have a permanent i ce a8 the head 
of steamboat navigation, so that, although little by little th 
business of the far companies declined, the old trading-post 
was not abandoned until 1871, Thep.it was occupied by 
United States — for a time, and since then has been going 
to dilapidation under the tenantry of half-breed families, who 
cause its interior to closely resenibled a court of »Sullivan 
street tenement-houses. No more do we seé 
remote, isolated trading postin a broad 







sessed by the red savage. Gold has been found in Mon 
thousands of stalwart men gather in her gulches, and the vast, 
supplies thus fendered necegsary find their way to.the mines 


mainly through the Missouri River. Anew and extensive 
business is created, and under the walls of the old fort a town 
begins to spring up. ‘ 
he two firms who have succeeded to the fur apd Indian 
trade of the Northwes##both have their headquarters here. 
They are T. C. Power & Co. and J. G. Baker & Co. The 
former were post-traders for a year at Fort Sully in 1867: 
Then they moved their store up here and began to establish 
out-posts at Cypress Mountain and Forts Walsh and McCloud 
north of the line, and in Montana at Fort Claggett, Marias 
River and Fort Shaw, besides a branch office in Helena, and 
several temporary trading stations. In 1876 they shipped to 
the Ea®t 33,000 buffalo robes, and in 1877, 21,000, all of 
which were bought from the Indians in exchange for blank- 
ets. They handle half of the freight brought up the Missouri, 
and dispatch it inland by means of their four trains of mule 
freight wagons. Each of these trains is probably worth $12, - 
000, and in addition to this, they are the proprietors of a 
bonded line from the sea-board, and are interested in the 
** Benton (steamboat) Transportation Company.” Their busi- 
ness amounts to $250,000 a year. Baker & Co. began in 1866 
. to trade in competition with the American Fur Company, and 
by 1871 had out-distanced them completely. Meanwhile they 

80 established various outposts, and united the business of 

st-traders, forwarders, bankers and contractors to the 

ounted Police, They now run five freight trains, carrying 
from 80,000 to 100,000 pounds each every trip, during eight 
months of the year, at the rate of about one cent per pound 
for each hundred miles. They own one steamboat and have 
an interest in another, all of which, including banking, en- 
ables them to do an annual business approaching $1,000,000. 
The two firms together control the fur market of the United 
States, accumulating more peltries than all the rest of the 
country together. 

Pleasantly located in a crescent of bluffs on the banks of 
the Missouri, there clear and swift, encompassed by the beau- 
tiful and fertile valleys of the Sun River, Teton and Marias, 
whose broad acres, untouched by plowshare or scythe, yield 
abundant sustenance not only to the herds of cattle that 
roam over them, but, at certain seasons, to myriads of buffa- 
loes, antelopes and deer ; close to the thickly wooded sides of 
the Highwood Mountains, in whose valleys are the most pre- 
cious spots for farms, and whence plenty of timber can be 
Obtained. No other part of Montana offers greater inducements 
to the immigrant and settler, as no other part of the Territory 
is more suggestive of commercial, agricultural and mineral 
wealth. But its chief claim to consideration, no doubt, is the 
fact that it stands at the head of the navigation of this mighty 
river, and nearly all the freight of the Northwest. must be 
handied at Fort Benton as explained above. River transpor- 
tation is increasing very fast, and becoming so cheap, through 
competition, compared with wagon freighting, that Fort Ben- 
ton is buying its dressed lumber at St. Paul cheaper than at 
Helena, 1,500 miles nearer! The town consequently is grow- 
ing very rapidly, and improving in its character and number 
of buildings every year. Two years ago there were only three 
white ladies in the town; now there are about seventy-five. 
Neat and comfortable residences have been and are being 
built on every street; and on every hand are seen evidences 
of a better and more progressive civilization. Heretofore it 
has been the case that a shanty or shell of any kind was all 
that was required to do business in, now the business houses 
have been so built and remodeled that it gives a substantial, 
solid appearance to the town. The successful establishment 
of Snell & Co.’s brick yard is a solution of the perplexing 
question of cheap and good building materials, and will, it is 
believed, revolutionize the method of building business houses 
and residences. Brick can be laid in the walls at $21 per 
thousand. I know of no frontier town which can look for- 
ward to such substantial prosperity. 

—~>- oe ———_—_——. 


For Forest and Stream and Rod and Gun. 
A CHRISTMAS IN PERIL, 





[* CANADA, as in England, Christmas is a time for the | 
full enjoyment of life, of freedom from care, and a de~ 
termination to rise supreme to all the anxieties caused by 
trouble or impecunivsity. Even the poorest will on that oc- 
casion forestall the earnings of weeks to make merry with his 
friends; and those in a mediocre condition will become 
lavish in their expenditure, although fully conscious that each 
draft on the future must be met by disagreeable economy. In 
the city of Quebec this holiday time is more extended than in 
most places; it isa carnival of two or three weeks. What 
littie business there is—and during the greater part of the 
winter hardly any exists, gives way to amusement and gaiety. 
Concerts, theatricals, parties, balls, charades, snow-shoeing, 
skating and sleigh-driving constitute a whirl of excitement, 
which no intensity of cold can chill, no blinding snow-storm 
smother. Warmly clad, the citizen of Quebec defies all in- 
clemencies of weather and sets at nought thermometers at 
forty. ; 
A short time since I spent the winter in that almost Arctic 
city, and really experienced how intense cold can be and how 
overwhelming a snow-storm may be. I had arrived in the 
autumn and enjoyed that mythical period, an Indian summer, 
so often heard of and so seldom witnessed, as pretended by 
= ee its existence. The ing dalightt ts were 
ollow y y mornings, preceding de ly warm, 
sunshiny days, while the beautifully variegated tints of the 
beech, maple and birch, rangir § from the pale yellow to the 
richest crimson, clothed hill and valley. The bracing air gave - 
one renewed life and vigor after the relaxing heats of the j 















































had not been so violently affected arene outvoted me, and 
showed me the absurdity of leaving without at least Se 
some fish. Very reluctantly I consented, and we int 

to our host our intentions. He wasa Guernsey man, 


FOREST AND STREAM. 


summer, and the contrast between the universal and the 


panorama fascinated the eye. This weather 
continued for about three weeks, and gave way to easterly 


blasts and cold, cutting winds, followed in December by light | w 
f@is of snow and biting frosts, which hardéned the oe cidedly” 


to the durability of stone. T. ed immense shee’ 
floating ice in the River St. Lawrence and its tributary, the 
St. Charles, and suddenly one morning the latter was found 
completely frozen over, and, although it may seem miraculous, 
horses and sléighs were the next morning passing over its sur- 
face. Roads were.marked out.Jeading from’ Quebeeto Beau- 
port and ‘other villages and the Island of Orleans, and in two 
or three days long lines of vehicles were constantly visible 
passing and repassing throughout. its entirelength. ‘Those 
arriving in the city were laden with firewood, hay, vegetables 
and fresh provisions, and took‘away in return drygoods and 

} groceries. But the surface of the St. Charles River was again 
metamorphosed ; a a ee of about a dozen small houses 
rose as if by magic in the course of a couple of days, and the 
inhabitants seemed more numerous than the size of the 
houses warranted. Sleighs with occupants, dog traincauz and 
foot-passengers were continually coming to and fro, and the 
intercourse between the city and the mushroom ice hamlet ap- 
peared to cease not day nor night. I was told these houses, 
or huts, were built by fishermen who catch an immense quanti- 
ty of fresh-water fish called tommiy-cods, for a short season 
about Christmas time; they are caught in such numbers that 
they are sold for next to nothing, and supply the poor with 
wholesome food, not only during the season in which they are 
caught, but during the entire winter, for as soon as taken 
they become frozen and are then packed away in barrels and 
stored in an outhouse or shed, ready for sale, quite safe from 
any deterioration or decay. As by far the greater part of the 
inhabitants of Quehec are Roman Catholics—probably nine- 
tenths—this plentiful and cheap supply is a great boon during 
the long Lenten season. It isa favorite dish and, if properly 
cooked, is very good; but for my part I did not relisn it, and 
I met with many of the same opinion as myself. 

For two or three days before Christmas the city bore an 
unusual appearance of bustle and excitement ; the shops had 
put on their best regalia, and tradesmenexhibited their most 
attractive wares; the more public thoroughfares were crowded 
with pedestrians and. vehicles, and every one seemed busy in 
the purchase of presents and the cther essentials of Christmas 
time; porters and express sleighs rushed through the snow- 
clad streets laden with parcels and boxes, and all seemed in a 
state of acute anticipation. To avoid the general hurry scurry, 
and, perbaps, a little piqued at the indifference paid us by 
those who had formerly been attentive to myself and party as 
strangers, an indifference solely caused by the absorption of 
all the energies on the question of the day, the happy celebra- 
tion of Christmas, I left with my party on a tandem drive to 
Indian Lordte, a village ten miles off. The road was level 
and hard, as not much snow had as yet fallen, and our horses 
went at a pace utterly impossible to achieve in summer on 
even the best of macadmized roads. We reached the village 
in about an hour and’a quarter. Although the view of the 
Falls, surrounded with huge impending pieces of ice ‘and the 
dazzling white snow was somewhat unique, it was far from 
equal to the superbly beautiful picture it presented when 
elothed in the many colored gai ments of autumn foliage. We 
returned to town at about ten, when we still found the city in 
the same state of excitement; every one was in the streets 
shopping for the wants of the morrow. We, who had no 
shopping to do, no preparations to make for the coming 
Christmas, found it intolerable, so determined at once to carry 
out a scheme which we had before cotemplated—a visit to 
the fishing cabannes by night, when, we were told, the best 
fishing could be had. The moon shone down on the busy 
streets as through a mist, and the atmosphere had become 
somewhat tempered, and in walking over the snow there was 
no sound of crispness, but our feet seemed even to make an 
impression upon it. 

We left the busy streets and soon found ourselves on the ice 
of the St. Charles, following the road to the fishermen’s huts. 
There was a cluster of them, arranged without any order, and 
at different distances apart, connected with each other by foot- 
paths. They all seemed to be about the same size—twenty 
feet square—having one door and a couple of windows, while 
beside each was a pileof firewood, and clear, wood fire smoke 
curled upward into the misty moonlight, from a common 
stove pipe, inserted either through the roof or a gable of the 
hut. On knocking at the door of one, and receiving a civil 
entrez, we walked in. It is difficult to say whether the dense 
fumes of the very worst of tobacco, or the stifling heat was 
what most affected us. I have been inasugar factory, where 
the heat is kept up to an average of 150 degs.; I have leaned 
over a charcoal kiln; I have smelled the effluvia from a beer 
vat; I have run a vessel loading horns and hides, and I have 
been in a patent dwug factory, and in many similar places, but 
they all pale in nauseousness in comparison to the hideous 
aroma and oppressiveness which welcomed us to this Canadian 
fisherman’s ice hut; six men, all smoking blackened, short 
pipes, sat on a bench, each having two fishing lines, which 
were secured to the ceiling, and which were cast into the 
river through an oblong hole in the floor the entire length of 
the hut, a hole of a similar size being cutin.the ice. Several 
hooks were attached to each line, and all men were, as con- 
stantly as possible, employed in pulling in the lines, each time 
taking two, three, and sometimes four fish at one draw from 
the same line. Those taken measured from eight to twelve 
inches in length. In the centre of the hut was a common 
Canadian. stove, heated to redness, while upon it was a pan of 
cooking fish. In close prombeety to the stove wasa pile of 
green firewood drying, from which the steam rose in stifling, 
vapory clouds. Two or threg tallow dips gave a ghastly, glim- 
mering light. The men themselves were fishermen who had 
been following their vocation night and day since the. season 
began, and were not accusto to be regular in their ablu- 
tions; in fact in retiring for the night (their dormitory was in 
the very circumscribed attic of the hut, where musty straw 
paillasses, thrown on the floor, were the sole articles of furni- 
ture) they omitted the perhaps superfluous custom of disrob- 

The reader, by circumstantially consid each of the 
above conditions may arrive at some vague idea of the effect of 
the tout ensemble upon us, who had just come out of the fresh 
air. A choking sensation seized me, and I dreaded instant 
death from asphyxia. My vision seemed to grow dim, a tight- 
ness across the forehead e agonizing, while a dizziness 
compelled me to lean for support against the wall. I did not 
recover myself till I was supplied with a small quantity of 
brandy from my flask. As soon as I could speak I insisted 
upon ediately returning, but my friends, who perhaps 
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Christy Gusiner, and had been a fisherman all his li‘e, which 


had reached about sixty years—a weather-beaten red face, 
with. bleary sutmounted a Spare and strapping figure, 
which was ‘in a red shirt, b become of a de- 
skened tint, and a perr of colored pants, 

Oere Ay og is waist wit ouing. On his feet he wore 
sauoages, to the knees, a kind of half- 


tanned moccasin, which, even w! 
companions did not greatly differ from 
















































































outfitted us with the necessary fishin 


them into a large 
thusiasm jor despération seemed to seize me, an enthralli 
desire to beat my companions in'their catch. Silently I 

and unhooked, unhooked and baited 


‘Sacre Vequ 


blac 


doubt him, but I took my stick, an 


escape which we should be unab 


‘Ah, mousieur, je ne puis pas le dire, 


knew must soon be extinguish 
part, for were we tobe imprisoned for nine hours we certain] 


others were transporting the firewood to t 
constructed a sort of stand, three feet high, on which, when 


treated to it, and dismally waited the climax. 


humble me 


caused by our peculiar position, I soon lost consciousness, and, 


as I afterward discovered, so did my companions. From our 
heavy sleep we were awakened by Christie with the joyful 
intellgence that the tide was falling. It was three o’clock in 


the afternoon. We looked down to the floor of the cabanne. 


but to me it seemed unabated. Through a hole in the roof of 


the hut we looked out and saw the ice covered with water as 
far as the shore, above which stood the city, so full of gaiety 


and feasting, and where friends were no doubt wondering at 
our unaccountable absence. But by, the assertion of Christie 


we became assured that we should soon be at a and be 
enabled to keep:the engagements for the evening. 


for our freedom. Again we part 


,”’ I shortly afterward heard one of the men say, who had 
fooked at the water below. ‘‘What’s the matier?’” I asked. 
“The water,” he answered, ‘‘had gone down a couple of feet, 
and had there remained ; there was still nearly two feet on 
the ice.” We must stop here till to-morrow morning, or till 
help came. There was no use complaining; we had but to 
submit to cruel fate. The fishermen were in the same position 
as ourselves, and would, if they possibly could, have reached 
the shore. To wade through two feet of water for three-quar- 
ters of a mile, wie Oe eee ee falling into an air 
hole, was not to be thought of. isconsolate and sick at 
heart, we turned over and tried to sleep, but that was 
banished from us. The evening came down in its dense dark- 
ness, and again we forced ourselves to eat, again the Dg ae 
ing tide-was announced, and, oh! joy, the water did not rise 
in the cabanne. This was & ign. The water would 
flow off the ice and we could leave by four o’clock in the 
morning. I will not attempt to say how long the hours were 
passing. No wonder Marie Antoinette’s turned grey in 
a single t. I cannot conceive how it was mine did not. 
Then trouble fell upon us, the fuel became exhausted, 
the fire e and the intense cold penetrated our very 
bones. I think were it not for the light a 
tallow dips I should have gone mad. meet trouble in the 
daylight, or when one can see, is bad ar but to be in its 
— in the darkness is too terrible. 1 thank these puny 

ips for my reason. 

Th our anxiety and apprehension we had let our watches 
run down, and but for the sagacity of Christie, we should have 
had another grief. Our questions as to the hour must have 
tried his fisherman patience. At last, at last, when hope was al- 
most dead, the faithful, tried Christie ar the joyful 
intelligence, ‘* Messeurs, nous pourrous 1.” We needed 
no second ee ee icy floor of the 
cabanne, and opened the door. The moon shone 


new, has a most trench- 
ant odor. On his head was the Re eae rouge. His 
in attire. Christy 

Gunner was most attentive to us, and rapidly and dexterously 
i le, and baited our 
withStnall pieces of raw liver. I cannot now recall the 
feeling uppermost in my mind, but I had not long been pull- 
ing up the ee ow by twos and threes, and throwing 

beneath the bench, than a certain én-_ 


again, as if my life de- 
pended on the success of the trial of speed. I know not how 
ong the contest lasted; but I was roused from my uncon- 
sciousness to outside things by one of the men calling out, 
est sur glace.” It was certainly covering the floor 
of the cabanne, but, as I wore rubbers, I had not perceived it, 
Myself and party considered that we were about immediately 
to be ingulfed, but the sang froid of the men reassured us. 
I looked at. my watch; it. was five o’clock...We-had.thus con- 
tinuously fished for about five hours, which seemed to me to 
have passed as one. I went to the door and opened it, and 
the cool morning breeze played on my forehead with such 
reviving freshness that I felt as though I had awakened from 
the gon to a deathless life. But I could see nothing. The 
ess of night covered everything as with a pall. I could 

not see my hand. I was preparing to step out to still more 
enjoy the delicious breeze, when Christy called out, at the 
same time pulling me back by the arm, ‘* Ve sortez pas, mon- 
sieur, tl y aplus ole pied sur la i“ ” I did not in truth 
in the darkness measured 

the depth of the water. I found it to be one foot two inches, 
In reflecting upon this very apparent fact, I began to doubt 
whether the sang froid of Christy and his companions was 
real or assumed. Again, I ne t they might have means of 
le to follow. The conviction 

momentarily grew stronger that our position was extremely 
precarious, and the anxiety of myself and friends became in- 
tense. In reply to my question of the cause of the sudden rise 
of the waters, he said that the tide, instead of raising the ice 
had overflowed it, and that the water would subside at its fall, 
which, as it was not yet at its full, would be in eight or nine 
hours. I asked him how high it might rise in the cabanne. 
t etre, un deux, ou 
troes pieds.” Here, certainly, was consolation for us. It would 
probably be three or four o’clock before we could leave the 
hut; and, again, the water would in a short time rise in the 
hut and compel us to seek refuge in the stifling attic. In the 
meantime Christie and his party kept up the fire, which I 
, and commenced cooking 

large quantities of fish. This was a wise precaution on their 


would require some sort of nourishment, poor as the substi- 
tute was. The fish were placed in a sort of cupboard nailed 
to the wall, in which I noticed plates, cups and saucers, and 
some bread. The cupboard was aboutthree or four feet from 
the floor. But the contrivances of Christie to meet all 
exigencies were not yet completed. As soon as the fish had 
been cooked and placed in comparative safety, while some of 
the men were putting the catch of the — in a covered box, 

e attic, while others 


completed, they placed the stove, near to the entrance-hole in 
the attic, and from which the fire could be fed. While these 
operations were being carried out, myself and party had re- 
he men in a 

short {time ee us, and prevailed on us to partake of the 
provided, to which we added in the shape of the 

contents of our flasks. ‘The water had now risen’to three feet 
in the hut. Whether from want of sleep, or the excitement 


ith this 
we wereob to be content, and prepared resignedly to wait 
—_ cok of fish aad bread and 
some brandy, and quietly smoked our pipes. ‘‘Ce descendi 





te a tet a ee eee ee 


rrAet mtu... . 
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down brightly on the ice we had so long ago wished to cross, 
as calmly as if there had been no suffering-on its surface, no 
disappointment of being absent from anxious friends, no feel- 
ings of misery and a of despair, but we looked up at 
her placid face, and thanked her for the light she was shed- 
ding on our dangerous path. Each of us, by one of the 
fishermen, slowly and carefully crossed the treacherous 
ice; but intuitively these men avoided all dangerous places 
and ice holes, and at five in the morning put us on terra firma. 
It was such a relief as One “experiences when, after being 
haunted bya hideous dream, one wakes to find it but a dream. 
It was as a reprieve from death. No vehicles could at that 
time be found, but how gladly, though utterly prostrated in 
mind and body, we trudged our way through the snow, and 
faced bitter cold to the hotel, none knew better than ourselves; 
and in writing these words my kindliest thoughts revert to 
the painstaking and patient fisherman of the cabanne cn the 
St. Charles—Christie Gunner. 


+O 
For Forest and Stream and Red and Gun. 
SPRING AND SUMMER SHOOTING. 











EARLY BEMINISOENOCES OF WISOONSIN. 


Franxir, Wis., Dec. 19, 1877. 
8 long ago as 1848, the late Henry William Herbert 
(Frank Forester), than whom a truer or nobler sports- 
man never lived, called the attention of American sportsmen 
to the barbarous practice of spring snipe shooting and sum- 
mer woodcock shooting in the following words : 


‘*The shooting of these birds (snipe) in spring, as they are 
either pairing here preparatory to breeding, or moving north- 
ward preparatory to pairing or even actually breeding, as is 
the case when they are shot in May, is peocieely what it 
would be to shoot woodcock in February, March and April, 
or quail so late as the middle of May, the destruction of the 
breeders and consequent diminution of the number of the next 
year’s young being the same in both cases. The American 
snipe lays four eggs; the death, therefore, of every snipe 
during spring shooting is equivalent to the death of five of 
these beautiful and sporting little birds. This, one would 
suppose, would be conclusive against the practice, but if he 
venture to break ground in favor of the abolition by law of 
this unfair and, I must think, unsportsmanlike practice, he is 
met aud silenced by some such exquisite reason as this: That 
if spring snipe shooting were prohibited we should have no 
spring shooting at all; and the same exquisite reason is ad- 
duced against the only step which can save the woodcock 
from utter extermination; I mean the abolition of summer 
cock shooting.” 

Thus spoke that prince of sportsmen, the inimitable Frank 
Forester, twenty-nine years ago, and the experience of every 
observant sportsman from then till now, alas! only too fully 
corroborates the correctness and truthfulness of his warnings. 
For it cannot be denied—nay, it is painfully evident—that 
game of every kind is year by year becoming gradually, yet 
surely, extinct ; and unless the present system of its indis- 
criminate and merciless destruction be speedily spd effectually 
checked by the concerted action of all true sportsmen and 
lovers cf animated nature, it will be but a few years before all 
of our noble game birds shall have ceased to exist ; the places 
that knew them shull know them no more; the desponding 
and grief-stricken sportsmen, while contemplating the melan- 
choly scene, and contrasting its present glaom and desolation 
with the glories of departed years, will exclaim, in the 
anguish of his heart: ‘‘Alas! for the days that are gone!” 
* * * Gentle reader, forgive my weakuess—a tear has fallen 
on my manuscript; those recollections were too sad; the 
trial was too great ; it has unmanned me. 

This is no fancy sketch; would to heaven that it were. 
Iam, myself, a living witness to its absolute truthfulness, 
and, doubtless, many of your observant and accomplished 
readers will find ifs parallel in their own individual sporting 
experience. When the writer settled here (southwest part of 
Milwaukee County, Wisconsin,) in 1848, all the ordinary 
varieties of game were so abundant, and many of them so-tame, 
that any mediocre sportsman could make a very respectable 
bag o the proper season) within an hour, and not unfre- 
quently within the tenth fraction of that measure of time, as 
it was then an every-day feat for the merest tyro to kill from 
six to twenty blue-winged teal, scaup-ducks, pin-tails or wild 
pigeons at a single discharge! In those halcyon days the 
‘woods around my dwelling were musical with the gladsome 
strains of dear, familiar, beautiful Bob White (Ortyz virgini- 
ana), the American quail, than whom a livelier, sprightlier, 
more gamy, or more sporting little bird does not exist on the 
western. hemisphere. They literally swarmed here at that 
time, every square mile ccntaining at least half a dozen 
bevies. But now, alas! they are not. 

“ Like the dew on the mountain, 
The foam on the river; 
Like the bubble on the fountain, 
They’re gone, and forever!” 

The drumming of the noble ruffed pnt sam umbellus) 
was an unceasing accompaniment of the early years of my 
Western life, and in the autumn, that most beautiful and en- 
joyable of American seasons, from five to fifteen of those 
glorious birds was my usual reward for a day’s pursuit of them 
through the golden and crimson-leaved forests of Wiscons‘n. 
I need scarcely remind you, gentle reader, that of all Ameri- 
can game birds the ruffed grouse is the most difficult to at- 
tain; not on account of his wildness, for he usually rises 
under twenty yards, but by reason of the dense woods, the 
tangled copses, and the well-nigh impenetrable thickets which 
tzis most sagacious bird almost invariably selects for his 
abiding-place. But when he does rise—ye gods, what a 
noise—what a loud and sudden whirr-r-r-r-r-r-r as he plunges 
through the thicket like a shot from a twenty-four pound 
howitzer, or (to use an expressive Yankee hyperbole) “like a 
streak of greased lightning!” Now, gentle sportsman, now or 
never is the word. You see him for an instant, mayhap for 
two, and if you do not improve the golden opportunity by 
stopping him within that very short space of time, woe be- 
‘tide you, for he will assuredly be gone, and your shot after 
him, and you will be left in sad bewilderment, following his 
devious but rapid course through the tree-tops with ycur 
eyes, and wondering to yourself how it was that he did not 
come down. On the other hand, if you should be so fortu- 
nate as to stop him handsomely and scientifically, during the 
infinitesimally short period of time aforesaid, and repeat that 
achievement only a few times daily, great, indeed, will be 
your reward from admiring and a spectators; or if 
there should happen to-be none of the — 
ent to appreciate or eulogize your skill, then the ecstatic 
of joy and pleasure unalloyed, which shoots through every 







































fibre of your soul in that moment of supreme happiness when 
the thud of the noble grouse, now fallen, strikes your willing 
ear, this thrill of joy will prove your most’ ample guerdon. 
In other words it will be to you a foretaste of heaven! My 
home being located {n what are here termed “oak openings,” 
and being contiguous to a prairi¢é which was then well- 
stocked with that — of American game birds, the pin- 
nated or prairie hen ( T'etrao cupido), 1 had ample = 
portunities for studying the habits of: this glorious bird.. In 
early spring, and at an early hour in the morning, large num- 
bers were wont to assemble in the white and burr-oak trees 
around my house, while many others would congregate upon 
the ground, and all would simultaneously commence ‘* boom- 
ing” or tooting their not unmusical notes, the males strutting 
along with all the inflation and dignity of the domestic turkey- 
cock, to whoze singular movements and imperious swagger- 
ings, in their tempus amoris, those of the male grouse bear a 
most striking resemblance. At that time, and up to 1865, 
they were abundant in this vicinity, since which date, owing 
to the barbarous instincts of murderous pot-hunters, who 
shot down every bird, leaving none for seed, this noble game 
bird is now, alas! extinct within the limits of Milwaukee 
County, and will soon be so throughout the whole State, un- 
less some vigorous means shall be promptly adopted for their 
preservation. The gamy woodcock, and no less gamy snipe, 
were then plentiful indeed, the Jatter abounding in vast num- 
bers»on all the marshes and low grounds, but of late years 
they, too, are disappearing at a rapid rate. In those ancient 
times no genuine sportsman would dare to pull a trigger on a 
cock or a snipe before the middle of September, at which 
period the birds were vigorous to a degree, and entirely dif- 
ferent from the half grown, half-feathered, weakly younglings 
which modern Nimrods delight in slaughtering (as slaughter 
it most certainly is) on the glorious anniversary of American 

Independence, when the thermome'er is 90 deg. in the shade, 

a fact which, alone, should set the seal of condemnation upon 
the barbarous amusement of summer cock-shooting. The 
practice of spring snipe and duck shooting is sti]l more repre- 
hensible, as it is the breeding season, and to destroy any use- 
ful bird or animal at that particular period of time which 
Providence has wisely ordained for the reproduction of its 
species, is a crime against nature, and. therefore, necessarily 
a crime against the All-wise and Almighty Being, who, in His 
infinite bounty, created all those -beautiful and useful crea- 
tures for the benefit and enjoyment of ungrateful man! Even 
the untutored children of the forest—the Chippewa and Pot- 

tawottamie Indians, many of whom resided at Muskego. Lake, 
two miles distant, up to 1855—have time and again, in my 
hearing, given vent to their indignation against an occasional 
spring shooter, in the following quaint but forcible language, 
Bad white man! Kill ’em duck 


to wit: ‘* Mean pale face! 
make egg! Kill’emJong-billsame! Injun nodoso! Injun 
no like! Injun mad!” And then, failing with English, they 


would wax eloquent in their native tongue, and pour torrents 
of the most scathing invective upon every ‘‘ mean pale face” 
who would dare to kill a bird or anithal m its breeding-time. 
The fact is it was absolutely dangerous to attempt spring or 
summer shooting in those primeval times, thanks to these 
children of nature, whose unerring (though savage) instincts 
infallibly guided them to guard jealously the gifts of the 
‘**Great Spirit” to His children; a lesson which, may I hope, 
will be treasured deeply in the heart of every good “ pale 
face” and every true sportsman who reads these lines in 
Forest anp STREAM. M. J. Eaan. 


Lish Gulture. 


Summary of the Eleventh Annual Report 
of Commissioners of Fisheries, State of 
Maine, for the Year 1877. 








aE Commissioners take great satisfaction in reporting 
marked success in their undertakings. The salmon 
fisheries have been largely productive, that of the Penobscot 
being reported as greater than for the last twenty-five years. 
The take of alewives, where fishways have been provided, 
was likewise remunerative. The most gratifying feature of 
the year’s experience is the widespread interest awakened 
among all classes, as shown by the extensive demand for fry 
to stock private enterprises. These demands tax the resources 
of the Commissioners to their fullest extent. A few thousand 
ova of the land-locked salmon have been taken by the State 
Commissioners, but it is thought more economical to unite 
with the United States Government and the other States, as 
the united effort gives a greater product at less cost. For 
salmon, it is necessary that parties should send their orders to 
the Commission the year before they are wanted, as tif®se fish 
spawn in October and November, and it takes the whole 
winter to hatch them preparatory to distributing them 
in the following spring. Orders for black bass should be sent 
in early in the winter, that consignments may be mnde for 
their capture in the spring. It is now time tbat the inland 
fisheries should be fostered and increased. Moosehead Lake 
is cited as a case in point. No one can be found to accept the 
office of Fish Warden there, for fear of loss of trade or hav- 
ing their property destroyed. ‘‘A good, square law is needed 
for the whole State, that from the first of October to the first 
of February, or March or April, or May, as the Legislature 
shall decide, there shall be no fishing of any kind in any of 
the fresh waters of the State, and possession during that 
season shall be considered evidence of crime, without regard 
to place where caught. Make expressmen and carriers re- 
sponsible for the illegal freight they carry. It is not the fish 
caught to eat, but the fish caught to sell that are depleting our 
streams. ‘True, in our previous reports, we have appealed to 
the Legislature for a law to prevent the introduction and sale 
in our State of fish that our laws forbid to be caught here. 
‘They are caught in violation of the laws of the State where 
they are captured, and sold here, and vice versa. It leads to 
much perjury and crime, makes it very difficult to effectively 
execute our laws, and ina sanitary light, allows fish to be 


directly productive of disease. We hope that the Legislatures 
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sold here as food that our own physicians have condemned as | sgreeab’ 


of other States may be induced to unite with us in passing 
laws that wiil put an end to this criminal trafile.” 

The salmon fishery of the Penobscot isthe largest for many 
years, so much beyond the product of the past as to leave no 
doubt that the work of restoration by planting and protection 
is an entire and unmistakable success. ‘The fish were all 
larger, some of them weighing from thirty to forty pounds. 
A good run of salmon has visited the St. Croix. The salmon 
culture in the Medomac River, at Waldoboro, has resulted 
encouragingly ; a Jarge number have been turned into the 
Androscoggin, which should be full the coming spring. The 
Penobscot Salmon Breeding Works, at Bucksport, have not 
been in operation this year, owing to lack of funds. 

Of the Sebago Lake salmon the Commissioners say : 

‘* We sincerely hope the inhabitants living on the tribu- 
taries of Sebago Lake, will unite with us in our endeavors to 
preserve and increase the stock of these fine fish in those 
waters. A wretched custom of taking these fish on their 
spawning beds, seems to have existed from time immemorial. 
Indeed, no other method appears to have been known or re- 
cognized. It is apparently a remnant of barbarism, perhaps . 
copied by early settlers from the Indians. That one can eat 
fish in the breeding season, is indicative of an indiscriminat- 
ing appetite, worthy of a Digger Indian, who varies his bill 
of fare with an occasional relish of bugs, worms, spiders, 
snakes and grasshoppers. The yellow perch is not eaten at 
Sebago, because in spring; which is its breeding season, its 
flesh, particularly around the fins, is full of worms. The 
same is the case with the Sebago salmon in the breeding sea- 
son; indeed, with most all fishes.” 

The demand for black bass has steadily increased from year 
to year. She applications are now mostly to stock depleted 
waters. Meddybtemps Lake, and numerous other waters, have 
been stocked From all these waters good reports have been 
received, excepting Newport pond, which was stocked seven 
years since. 

The large fishway at the dam across the Penobscot, at 
: successful, and the plan of it is here 
giver : 

‘* The structure is of two stories of the winding-stair pat- 
tern ; it is 48 feet square, with 16 compartments in each story. 
These compartments are 12 feet square, with a rise of one 
foot in each compartment. The fish enter at the southwesterly 
corner, and having gone twice around the structure, find them- 
selves at the entrance to the flume, 16 feet above the point of 
entrance. Gateways about four feet square admit the water 
from the flume to the compartments of the fishway, into the 
flume and raceway, and thence into the nond above the dam, 
The flume is eight feet wide, extending across the the upper 
side of the fishway. The raceway is 12 feet wide, and ex- 
tends from the face of the dam to the flume, one wall of 
which is formed by the shore abutment of the dam ; the other, 
by a pier of logs and stone. ‘This floor of the raceway is three 
feet below the crest of the dam, and is protected from ice and 
drift by a wooden pier, situated some 25 feet above the dam. 
The floor of the different compartments is of six inch plank, 
overlaid with a coating of common shore stone, one foot in 
thickness. The compartments are divided into two sections 
by means of bulkheads, in which four feet space are left of 
eighteen inches in width, admitting the passage of the fish 
from one compartment to another, and at the same time 
breaking the force of the current and forming eddies 
in which the fish canrest. The gates are about 3} by 4 feet, 
and are eight in number, and so arranged that they may be 
opened to any desired width, to admit the quantity of water 
required for the passage of the fish.” 

The report closes with a sub-report on supply of Schoodic 
salmon in the Grand Lake stream, which have this year shown 
themselves forty per cent. more numerous than in 1875, 


<i gre agli hos 

Mr. MatTuer at THE CENTENNIAL.—A correspondent is 
desirous of knowing why the aquaria at the Centennial Exhi- 
bition were not successful, and seems inclined to find fault 
with Mr. Fred Mather for their failure. We beg to state, as 
we have already stated, that Mr. Mather is to be held perfect- 
ly blameless for any want of success at the Centennial, as 
may be seen by the report of the judges of Group V. The re- 
port distinctly states that want of proper machinery for aerat- 
ting the tanks killed the fish. In fact, in Agricultural Hall, 
where the tanks were placed, the commissioners gave Mr, 
Mather hardly any of the necessary facilities. A tank would 
have trout placed in it, and when the temperature would rise 
to 90 deg. all the fish would die. The simplest precautions, 
such as of netting to prevent the fish from jumping out of 
their tanks, Mr. Mather could not obtain. If failure there 
was, it is quite positive that Mr. Mather is quite free from 
blame. It bas been pretty well deftrmined by this time that 
aquaria cannot be constructed at short notice. In order to 
maintain an aquarium of the least importance as to size, many 
months must be passed in the study of all the details before 
it can be made to work properly. The aquaria at the Centen- 
nial were constructed only to last during a few months, and 
if not satisfactory, such faults as they had must be placed to 
the account of the commissioners and not to that of our most 
competent fish-culturist, Mr. Fred Mather. Professor Baird 
bad no more to do with the maintenance of the aquaria than 
had the editor of this paper. 

We stated all these facts, pretty much as we give them 
now, in our paper last summer. : 

—_——__+ + 

Meetine oF THE AMERIOAN FisH-oULTURISTS’ ASSOCIATION. 
—The President of the American Fish-culturists’ Associaticn 
is in receipt of the following courteous letter, proffering to 
the association the use of the rooms of the Fulton Market 
Fishmongers’ Association for the annual meeting to be held 
on the 26th and 28th of February : 


Hon, R. B. Roosevswr : 
Dear Sir—At a regular meeting of the Directors of the Fulton Mar. 
ket Fishmoogers’ Association, held Jan. 4, it was unavimously resolved 
that “‘This association do cordially and respectfully invite the Ameri- 
can Fish-culturists’ Association to hold their annual meeting iu the 
Directors’ Koom of the Fulton Market Fisbmongers’ Association.” 

In compliance with the above resolution, I have the honor to commu- 
Dicate the same to you with the assurance that every effort will be made 
on the part Of our association to make your visit to us a pleasant and 
le one. Respectfally yours, 
New York, Jan 9, 1878. 
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Onaxrisu.—There is no reason why greater attention should 
not be paid te growing crayfish. They could be raised in al- 
most any of our small rivers or creeks. At present the cray- 
fish comes to market from the Pojomac, and principally from 
Milwaukes. If people only knew that crayfish are in good 
demand in the New York markets perhaps they would try to 
catch these delicate little crustaceans. The flesh of the cray- 
fish is far more delicate than that of the lobster without being 
indigestible. Whoever has eaten a potage bisque, a soup made 
of crayfish, will never forget its excellence; and for a centre 
of a dinner table a pyramid of crayfish makes the handsomest 


of edible ornaments. 
er + = 


SysTematio Fish Commissiongrs.—The New Hampshire 
Fish Commissioners are preparing for their next report a full 
record of the number of ponds, acres of each kind of bottom, 
whether rock, sand cr mud, and kind of fish found in them 
in every township in the State. By this means they are 
enabled to proceed intelligently in the distribution of fish to 


the waters suitable for each species. 


Glatural History. 
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DEER SHEDDING THEIR HORNS. 








BY HON. J. D. CATON. 


I EAVE observed several communications lately in Forrest 

AND SrrEamM discussing the question as to the time when 
the antlers of the deer are shed. Will you aliow mea little 
say about it, as it is a subject which I have examined with 


some care, , 


All of our American species of deer cast their antlers ir- 
regularly from October to May, except our elk—the wapiti 
deer. He alone unformly carries his antlers till spring, 
and casts them with great regularity in this latitude in April, 
or, those with their first antlers, in May. There is this gen- 
eral Jaw governing them all, that aged animals mature their 
antlers sooner, and cast them earlier than the younger speci- 
his law does 
not govern after the animal has attained full maturity, that 
is, the growth and maturity of the animal are not further accel- 
erated after that time; and in some of this species there are 
frequently individual exceptions to the rule. Still it is gen- 
eral with all, except possibly with the wapiti—the time of 
shedding the antler does not necessarily depend on the time 
of its maturity. I have observed the greatest irregularity in 
the time of casting the antlers in the common deer, and this 
does not seem to depend on the condition of the animal, the 
character of their food, the temperature of the weather, nor 
indeed upon any assignable cause which [ have been able to 
discov: 


mens, the youngest being the most retarded. 


er, 
The time of casting the antlers of the common deer may be 
said to be from November to April, inclusive, but very much 


the largest proportion are cast in December and January. 


Some seasons nearly all seem to be carried till January and 
February, while in other seasons nearly all are gone by the 


first of January, 


To illustrate the great irregularity in the time of casting 
the antler by the common deer, I may refer to the case related 


by me in The Antelope and Deer of America, pp. 181-2. 
There a four-year old deer cast his antlers in April, in 1869, 
and in November following he cast the antlers grown that 
year. In the first instance he carried his antlers the longest 
of any adult deer in this part, and in the next he cast them 
the first. In both cases the deer was in perfect health, and 
in very fine condition. I sought in vain for a solution of this 
remarkable contrast. 

The observations of a few specimens, or of many speci- 
mens, for a single year, or even several’ years, cannot furnish 
information to be absolutely relied upon, and no matter how 
extended one’s observations may have been, unless he is in the 
constant habit of noting down his observations at the time, 
he may not rely upon them with certainty. If he trusts to 
memory alone, no matter how retentive his memory may be, 
he is liable to be misled. Let any one take notes of events, 
and then after a considerable time write his observations from 
memory, and he will be astonished at his errors on compar- 
ing the result of his memory with his notes. You can do no 
greater service than by inducing sportsmen to make full notes, 
at the time, of everything interesting or unusual which they 
observe. If they would generally adopt this plan, they would 
soon accumulate a vast fimd of very useful original informa- 
tion, and they would soon find a new enjoyment in the 


I see I have departed, in my conclusion, from my purpose 
when I commenced this article, but we are, on a subject I 
have much at heart. 

We take great pleasure in printing the above very interest- 
ing notes from Judge Caton’s pen, the more soas we are 
quite sure that they will be new to the very great majority of 
our readers. Judge Caton has certainly the right to speak 
authoritatively on this subject, for none of our naturalists have 
given more time and care to the study of the very interesting 
group of which he writes. His remarks upon the necessity 
of noting down at once observations made in the field, is most 
timely and important, and it is but a short time since that, in 

an editorial, we urged the same thing upon all who are inter- 
ested in natural history. 

Judge Caton’s remarks will, we are sure, interest all sports- 
men, and not the least our friend Penobscot, who writes us 
from San Francisco, Cal., on the same subject, as follows: 

The letters of ‘* Antler” and ‘‘ Sycamore,” to your very in- 
teresting journal, were very important in one respect at least, 
as they bring out the fact that deer, in separate portions of the 
country, cast their antlers at widely different seasons of the 
year, a fact of-which the vast majority of sportsmen must 
necessarily be ignorant. and proves (if any proof was want- 
ing) the great value of a national sportsman’s journal, like 
your own, circulating all over our common couniry, and 
affording a medium for the free in of views and 
facts from every portion of it. Before visiting this coast I 
had taken it for granted that the antlers of deer sprouted and 
were cast at the same seasons throughout the country, and 
was therefore much surprised, on visiting Woodward’s gar- 













































































sprout and are cast in 


esting animals are found : 


is then in v 


green herbage has well started, they grow v 
the first week in July have attained their f 


least an inch and a half in diameter. 


“spike horns” a month longer. 


arriving at the appointed place? 


mice. The popular idea whic 


who has. In 


much less symmetrical, and have coarser 


close inspection in a 


below the spine and on each side of it. These remain till 
be told all through the winter by the shortness of their heads 
in comparison to the length, by the greater length of the hair 
on each side, and by a general 
ran still-hunter would consider himself insulted if told that 
he could not distinguish a fawn from a yearling at a single 
glance fifty paces distant, provided he saw its face. Of the 


two types of deer which are well known to exist in Maine, of 


several interesting peculiarities exhibited by those in the 
Adircndacks, not shown by those inhabiting the former State, 
space forbids me to s The subject is almost inexhaust- 
ible, and I may as well stop here, only adding that the above 
notes are the result of many years patient observation and 
successful stili-hunting. 

To the store of valuable information contained in the above 


papers, we may be permitted to add one note. In Nebraska 
the fawns of the eommon deer,retain their spots considerably 
longer than as above related by Penobscot, and specimens 
killed the last of September are still strongly marked. At this 
time, however, the summer coat is fast falling off, and, no 
doubt, by the middie of October the young are uniform in 


color. Moreover, the faint row of spots on each side of the 
spine, of which our eorrespondent spéaks, does not seem to 


. 


dens, the first week in February, to see the bucks confined 
.there still carrying their antlers, apparently as firmly sét as 
ever, but was not sure it was not the result of captivity, and 
have since met with no one who appeared to be thoroughly 
posted as to the time in which they were shed when in their 
native wilds. Believing that facts as to the time in which they 
parts of the country would be both 
interesting and instructive, I have written the following facts 
regarding the deer in my native State, hoping that in time we 
may hear from all parts of the country in which these inter- 


The antlers of the deer in Maine begin to grow the very 
first of April, but naturally very slowly at first, as the animal 
poor condition, and can hardly find sufficient 
food to sustain life. After the first of May, by which time the 
rapidly, and by 
dimensions, ex- 
cept as hereafter noted; and at this time they present a singu- 
lar and imposing spectacle. The antlers are nearly twice their 
normal diameter, and at each point, as well as at the places 
where the prongs appear are oval-shaped protuberances, at 
antlers now begin 
to harden at the butt, and soon circulation ceases, but the 
points and prongs still continue to grow by absorption of the 
egg-shaped ends, and form points more or less fine, according 
to the age and condition of the animal. By the 15th of Aug. 
the antlersare hard throughout their entire length. Immedi- 
ately after reaching this state, the velvet commences to peel 
off at the butt, gradually extending to the tips. This process 
is never hastened by the buck rubbing his antlers against 
trees, all reports tothe contrary notwithstanding. A mo- 
ment’s reflection will convince any one of the futility of such 
athing. The antler has now become a mere excresence, de- 
void of all feeling, and whether covered with velvet or bare 
can be a matter of no moment to the carrier. The animal 
begins to attack the trees about the 1st of October, at the 
commencement of the rutting seasou, and a full month after 
the velvethas fallen off the antlers of those that inhabit my 
own State. If there are parts of the country where the velvet 
does not come off till October, then that period and the buck’s 
tree-attacking fury will occur at the same time, and 80 give 
rise to a natural error. The rutting season is at its height 
about the middle of November, and does not entirely cease 
till nearly a month later. Nineteen-twentieths of all’ the 
bucks, except the yearlings, cast their antlers between the 
20th of December and the ist of January. These carry their 


never saw a yearling buck without horns, and have re- 
peatedly seen fawns. with one, and sometimes two little 
antlers, from one to three inches in length. When this occurs 
he will have one prong the next year. No buck in the 
forests of Maine retires to any secret place to shed his antlers, 
or bruises them after being shed. I do not even know what 
is meant by a ‘‘secret place ” in a forest. All parts are equally 
open, and equally secret to the still-hunter. As there is any- 
where from two inches to two feet of snow on the ground in 
Maine and the Adirondacks, where the antlers are cast, any 
practices of that description would be detected, and if buried 
the marks would be ‘‘powerful plain;” and as the antlers are 
never shed simultaneously, except through accident, the buck 
would be obliged to return and reopen his ‘‘cache’” or make 
another one. And how would he proceed to cast them after 
y knocking them against 
atree? One could as well imagMe an alderman purposely 
pounding his pet corn against a-bed-post. The buck’s head 
1s excessively tender at this period, where the antler joins it, 
end he carefully avoids, as far as possible, hitting it against 
the smallest obstruction. ‘The buck, if undisturbed, lets his 
antlers severely alone till they fall by their own weight ; 
although if roused by dogs, or wounded by the still-hunter, 
he will frequently tear them both off in his mad flight, and 
tore than once I have seen them fly ten feet asunder when 
shooting the animal through the head. The numbers which 
I have picked up during a twenty-years’ hunting experience 
would comfortably fill an ordinary city bed-room, and they 
have been in all stages of preservation from those just cast 
from the animal I was following to those all but devoured by 
fi seems to obtain throughout 
the entire country, that the old bucks are defeated by the 
‘“‘spike horns” (as the yearlings are called at home), I totally 
dissent from. I have not only seen the marke on the snow of 
hundreds of combats between bucks,’ but have often killed one, 
and a few times both of the combatants, while thus engaged; 
but I never knew a yearlingto even attack a full grown buck, 
much less defeat him, and would like to hear from the man 
to the number of prongs, as indicating 
the age, not the slightest reliance can be placed on it, but an 
expert hunter can judge very nearly of the buck’s age by the 
general appearance of the antlers. They increase in length, 
and the prongs in number each year till the animal is four or 
five years old, then they have..attained their full length and 
beauty. After this they increase in diameter only, as long as 
the animal retains his full vigor, so that at eight years old the 
buck’s.antlers are nearly twice as heavy as at four; as age 
diminifhes his powers, the antlers decrease in length, are 
points. They also 
fall earlier, sometimes before the middle of December. The 
fawns lose their spots, to a superficial observer, about the last 
week in August, when they shed their summer coat, but a 
light will reveal a single row of 
very faint spots, extending the whole length of the body, just 


the winter coat starts, the last of October; but they can easily 


look of immaturity, A vete- 






























































be confined altogether te the young deer, for the largest and 
finest buck we ever saw, which we killed this fall in Nebraska, 
has just such a row of spots running down the back. This 
state of things, however, is unusual, we think. We have 
never noticed it before, and it attracted our attention as soon 


more on these interesting topics. 
_———2-o oe 

Tue Kine Pantrmex.—In an interesting communication 
to our columns under date of Septentber 27, of 
upon the habits of the ruffed grouse, a new term, 

“‘ King Partridge,” is chosen to express excepfional peculiari- 
ties of habits on “the part of the male bird. The language of 
the article is likely to lead to misconstructions, not warranted 
by actual facts observed as to the habits of this species. The 
term of king partridge would seem to imply an isolated oc- 
currence of @ patriarch of the tribe, which may not occur .in 
the lapse of many years. Under this supposition a hunter 
may spend the half of his life in pursuit of this bird, and 
never obtain a glimpse even of such a remarkable superannu- 
ated male, who is entitled to take rank as a king partridge. 
The account, as given in the communication, ceases, however, 
to excite unusual surprise when analogous cases, in the order 
of gallinaceous birds, are taken into consideration, The entirely 
different aspect of our barn-yard turkey when his temper be- 
comes ruffled, from his general appearance in his usual mood, 
are well known to all who have amused themselves by excit- 
ing the anger of an old gobbler. His attitude offers many 
points of resemblance to those observed by our correspond- 
ent when speaking of the king partridge. All of the feathers, 
particularly those of the back, become almost perpendicular. 
The primaries of the wings are sharply separated, and trail in 
angry sweep the ground. The tail becomes a perfect pattern 
of a fan, and neck and head are deeply suffused by the quick 
rush of blood: surging toward the upper extremities of the 
offended lord of the barnyard. If he only possessed the ring- 
like ruff of feathers like his wild relative, the ruffed grouse, 
a perfect crown, or ring, would quickly develop itself around 
his well drawn in head, anda magnificent edition of the king 
partridge, a veritable king turkey, would be the final result. 
We may view at ease, and as often as we please, this interest- 
ing spectacle in our domesticated tribes ; but we experience 
difficulties when, we wish to extend our observations to the 
wild members of this order of birds. They are only too much 
an object of pursuit on part of the indefatigable sportsman 
and their countless natural enemies, to indulge in these antics, 
which mostly result from sexual excitement and jealousies 
toward rivals of their own persuasion. Since an audience is 
not wanted on account of its being intrusive, the dramatic 
displays are limited, and probably only enacted under ex- 
tremely rare combinations of favorable circumstances, when 
no observer is near. We know on the authority of Gould 
that the black cock of Europe is addicted to like habits, and 
that the entertainment in the case of that bird is frequently 
enhanced by drawn battles, in which a number of excited 
males engage to gain undisputed supremacy over the females 
of the vicinity, who are said to be then often silent spectators 
of these conflicts. It is possible that the ruffed grouse would 
act in the same way under such cireumstances, and by the 
erection of all the erectable appendages give rise to the singu- 
lar appearance which led your correspondent to the adoption 
of such a singular name. But few observers would ever be 
gratified by an opportunity to watch this most shy of all 
game birds in its fancied sécurity, and the full display of its 
handsome ornamentations in order to render himself formi- 
dable to its competitors in the struggle for possession of the 
female. 

The pairing season would thus be inaugurated by the ad- 
vent of the king, the oldest and most excitable cock, who gains 
at last a well-earned victory over all the rest of the aspirants in 
these erotic tournaments. The widely varying attitudes of the © 
bird while drumming or standing perfectly erect, when wishing 
to evade observation on the knotted limb of the hemlock tree 
afford full evidence of its inimical powers, which are reach- 
ing their climax when laboring under periodical sexual ex- 
citement, and cause thus an apparent entire transfiguration of 
its smooth appearance when ready to fly on approach of 
danger. 2 
HABITS OF THE RUFFED GROUSE. 


TESTIMONY OF A VETERAN. 
Sr. JOSEPH, Mich,, Dec. 17, 1877. 





Eprror FOREST AND STREAM : 

As much of the sportsman’s pléasure follows from reflections of inci- 
dents which occur on a day’s hunt in the field or forest, so does a large 
share of our enjoyment come from detailed rehearsals of chums as they 
gather in social chat over events and occurrences that have passed 
during the day, The spicy account of this and that—this chance was 
so—if it had or had not been for such—I should—and how I missed that 
good, or fair, shot I don’t see. 

Many of these chats give zest to the recreations of sportsmen from the 
busy cares of life. This is one reason why I look so anxiously for my 
ForEsT AND STREAM weekly, and on this account it has become a sports- 
man’s necessity. One seems to meet with brother sportsmen from 
north to south, east to west, and enter into a sportsman’s paradise. 

Every one has something of interest to relate. Each gives his own 
views, in his own way, his own explanation, theory and philosophy. 
Much of the natural history is quite entertaining, with much that is 
equally ridiculous. But still it prompts one to thought and closer obser- 
vation. While Iconfess I am much interested in articles of many corres- 
pondents of the FoREsT AND STREAM, Many things excite my risibles, 
look quite fishy, and are as ridiculous as some of the questions asked 
the Editor. 

Some time ago we had an account and description of the “‘ King Part- 
ridge.” I am just past my sixty-seventh year, always loved the rod and 
gun; have spent may enjoyable days-in tieir use, agreat lover of Na- 


as we reached the dead animal. We hope ere long to hear - 
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FOREST AND STREAM. 


by shooting the lowest. As he had only a single-barrelled gun, he lost 
considerable time, but, nevertheless, ma to seoure seven of them 
before, the rest were frightened, and sought satety in flight. I have 
since killed four myéelf in a similar manner, and when shooting one, 
the rest did not seem at all disturbed. I do not see anything unsports- 
man-like in shooting them on a tree. As they are so shy afid hard to hit 
that I kill them any way I can that is:lawful; and I would advise all 
sportsman to do the same when they get a chance, More anon. 

Av SAUBLE. 


ture, can sit in some secluded dell, or by some rippling stream to watch 
animal and insect life of all forms on earth, air or water ; study their 
habits, and have discovered many wonderful things, but, it has not fallen 
to my good fortune to see a “king partridge!!!” My greatest desire 
now is to see one, and then “ depart.” 

But I have led off from my first intention in writing, which was sug- 
gested by a correspondent of Ferrisburgh, Vt.,on the ruffed grouse, 
He starts off—whiz!—bang!—gone out of sight like an arrow, Mr. 
Grouse! Well, that is much my experience. Quite often, at least, I 
am fully of his mind, “they are not easily killed,” and, if hit, the 
hardest bird to bring to bag I know of, 

Two this fall I will mention: Out with H. hunting pheasants, a bird 
flushed on a side hill, and when clearing the top through the brush, I got 
in ashot, and right after, H. one. We could see that each hit the bird, and 
supposed it fell, but on search, it could not be found. Giving up the 
search, we passed on thirty or forty rods, and began to hunt another 
ravine. Part way down my dog came to point; we came up and found 
the bird dead and warm. After that we were out, separated by at least 
200 yards, each inaravine. H, shot at a bird, and, at the report of his 
gun, I turned and looked, and in a short time saw a pheasant come over 
into my ravine and fall dead. When plucked of its feathers, it was 
found to have been hit with eleven No. 6 shot, and still this bird flew, 
apparently well and strong, tillit dropped dead. I pronounce them the 
hardest of all birds, even when hit, to kill, and would always advise to 
follow on with your dog, even if there is no signof hitting them, 

The habit of the pheasants, when they break the coveys in October, 
to scatter to ravines and thickets, through fields and even into towns, 
is, I think, common and universal. It has always been my observation, 
Early in the morning, from daylight till after sunrise, you may often 
find them near houses, in the garden bushes or yard shrubbery. Every 
fall, in our little village (3,000) many are killed, and occasionally one 
flies through a window or against a white painted house, and ‘is killed 
in so doing. Much is said about the manner of producing sound in 
drumming. Let any one fill the air sac under the wings, and they will 
find an easy solution of the matter in the manner the bird strikes its 
body with its wings. 

I would like an opinion of those who call themselves good wing shots 
giving the average number of shots to get one bird. The opinion of our 
boys is, in general shooting, four shots to one bird killed~that is, good 
and average shooters. There are those who do much better that this. 
I have been out since these conversations, and have kept a little data: 
On a two days’ hunt I made thirty-five shots, killed sixteen birds, and 
crippled two, which, I have no doubt, died; was out ‘two days ago, shot 
at four birds, and got three. These were my best this fall. Last fall I 
made twelve shots one day, and got five quail, five pheasants—all at 
single birds—and one rabbit: many, many times much worse. I make 
poor shooting somedays. But you will see, Mr, Editor, that sixty-seven 
years have dimmed my eyes, for I am travelling on the sixty-eighth road. 

LuTRox. 


















































































The Drumming. 
NoRTHERN NEw YORK, Dec. 24, 1877, 
Eprroz Forest anp STREAM: ml, 

Although the above topic has been discussed at length in your col- 
umns, it seems by no means settled to the satisfaction of all. So please 
permit me to tell what I have seen and heard. 

For a number of years, from the age of fourteen to twenty, I Hved 
on the berder of our great Southern (to you Northern) wilderness, 
where a part of my time was spent in hunting and trapping. During 
that time and since J have seen a good many grouse in the act of drum- 
ming, and in some respects my experience will differ from that of oth- 
ers. Inthe first place I never saw a female with or near the male bird 
at such times, and I have often hunted the ground over thoroughly for 
8 considerable distance around. The male commences drumming just 
as soon as the snow is off the tops of the logs and hillocks. At this 
time, an hour or so about sunrise is the usual extgnt of time occupied. 
Later, and at the time the hen is sitting, he drums almost constantly, 
taking only three or four short feeding spells during the day, and if the 
night be fine and moonlight, if you chance to be camping out, you will 
hear him at intervals during that time. As summer approaches the ) 
drumming grows less and less and finally ceases till colder weather in 
the fall, when snow birds drum, though probably not all, as one hears 
but little as compared with spring time. 

As to the hollow log I never saw one drum on the ground, though I 
have seen them on moss-covered rocks as well as logs. The latter, how- 
ever, covered with moss and situated in a thicket seem to be the fayorite 
places, The reason I think is this, instinct teaches Mr. Grouse that his 
nojse may attract the attention of his natural enemies, foxes, hawks 
and owls, to sag nothing of the boy with his twenty shilling shot-gun. 
In the open he is exposedto all these. In the thicket, from his elevated 
standpoint on log or rock he is comparatively safe, as hawks cannot 
ponnce upon him, nor fox or boy approach him unaware. If not dis- 
tutbed too often he will usually stick to one log the entire season, and 
the same log is often occupied for a number of years, though whether by 
the same bird or not I cannot gay. Now the act itself. I recollect one 
particular instance. A few years ago, in the month of May, I was ata 
pond in the depth of the wilderness trout fishing. Close by the camp 
was quite a hill that came down close to the water, the side of which 
was rough and broken, with rock and ravine and somewhere up its side 
was a partridge drumming. One-morning I started out to findit. This 
was done by going slowly and stopping from time to time to listen. At 
length when well up the side hill and at the edge of a little windfall a 
few rods in extent, partly filled with second growth, I paused close to 
the roots of a large spruce that had fallen. The roots, covered with 
earth, completely hid me from all beyond. I did not have to wait long 
to locate my bird. It was so near as to almost startle me. Changing 
my position a very little I could look through between the roots of the 
tree, and there sat Mr. Grouse within fifteen feet of me. I stood and 
watched it drum a dozen times or more before a slight noise on my part 
attracted its attention, It sat up straight, just as a hawk or eagles does 
upon a limb, turned. its head with a quick tearing motion right and left 
two or three times, and then seemed to draw its head down close to its 
body, half closing the eyes. Then commenced the motion of the wings, 
These were raised or spread but very little and brought back or struck 

the side with a quick, light blow three or four times, with a mo- 
ment’s interval between blows, when suddenly it changed to a harder 
blow with the wings extended further, say half open, and after the first 
‘half dozen strokes the motion is too rapid for the eye to follow, but 
growing less in strength, till it stops with a sudden whirr. [t would now 
stretch up its neck and look around right and left as if on the lookout 
for enemies. Sometimes it would not change its position any more than 
this, but in a few moments it would walk up and down the log for a 
few feet, but always in a natural manner, looking about as if its only ob- 
ject was to guard against surprise. I have seen the male of the spruce 
partridge drop its wings and strut about with all the importance of an 
old gobbler, but have never seen the‘ruffed grouse do so. As to the pro- 
duction of the noise made in drumming I always supposed it was caused 
by the striking of the wings against the body. I have watched a good 
many, but never was so near another. I have watched some till they 
left the log and have then observed them feeding alone. At this season, 
May, I have often seen the female from sunset till dusk, which I take to 
be her time of getting food when sitting. The first chance I have I will 
find out if possible about the air pouch your correspondent “‘ Monon” 
tells about, I never heard of it before. LabDoo. 
a ee 

Tus Wooprroxer ss A FrroaToner.—In a late number 
of Harper's Magazine I noticed an item concerning the catch- 
ing of flies by the common red-headed woodpecker. Reading 
this recalled a fact that came under my own observation, 
which I will proceed to relate: In the summer of 1863 I was 
living in a small town in middle Alabama, not far from Selma. 
In one corner of the yard there stood an old china tree, the 
top of which had been shattered by a storm. At the time of 
which I write, a pair of red-heads were engaged in rearing a 
brood in a hole which they had excavated in the old tree-top. 
This tree was the only one in a decaying condition within a 
radius of at least one-fourth of a mile; and from lack of his 


accustomed food the red-head was forced to resort to a diet of 





STRATFORD, Ont., Dec, 8, 1877. 
EpitoR FOREST AND STREAM: ; 
There have been a good many grouse about this fall, and having 
been in the woods a good deal, I have had some opportunity to study 
them. Frank Forester says that they seem to hang heavily at first in 
the air, but I think that had he hunted them around here, he would have 
changed the reading of that clause, at least. I have never seen them 
hang long enough to shoot at, and in most instances, to be seen, for, 
when flushed, they start as if shot from a cannon; and it takes a quick 
eye, and still quicker aim, to shoot them with any degree of success. 
A good bag of ruffed grouse is a thing any sportsman may well be proud 
of, as it shows skill in shooting, and a considerable amount of patience 
and perseverance in struggling through the thickets, where they are 
generally found. As ‘‘ Awahsoose ”’ says, they are not the most easily 
killed birds in existence. Once, while shooting this fail, I started two 
from a small cedar thicket, and as they had to cross an open space to 
gain the main woods, I had a fair, open shot at them for about fifteen 
or twenty yards, WhenI fired I had the satisfaction of seeing one of 
them drop in the brush, but upon putting in another cartridge and 
walking up to the place, my bird was nowkere to be seen. I searched 
for some time, and was about giving up the hunt, when a friend who 
was shooting with me, came up with his dog, and then I set Juno, with 
her keen nose, to find what I could not. After hunting for a minute or 
two, she found the spot where the bird struck when it dropped, and on 
trailing it up, I found my bird hid away under some brush fully 100 
yards from where it had fallen—not then dead, but nearly so, as it died 
in my hand within a minute after finding. I marked this bird, and when 
plucking it in the evening, found that no less than seven No 6 shot had 
struck it, two of which had passed through the lungs from side to side, 
Like “Awahsoose,” Ihave never seen or even heard of a king partridge, 
although I have had considerable experience with grouse. Penobscot’s 
article in your paper was the frst intimation I had that such a thing ex- 
isted, and on inquiry among some old woodsmen,_I cannot find any who 
have ever heard of such a thing, much less seen one. 

The habit of the ruffed grouse in leaving its usual haunts does not 
seem to be peculiar to one place only, as I have repeatedly observed the 
same thing here. Last fall, while sauntering up the river looking for a 
stray duck or snipe, I flushed a grouse from a small bunch of willows 
near the water, and had the luck to get him, although I was not expect- 
ing such game. There was no other bush or trees of any kind near, and 
the nearest cover, when any of them were to be found, was a full mile 
anda halfaway. This was late in the fall, and all the leaves had been 
down some time, so that theory will not hold good in this instance, It 
could not have been want of water, as there was a stream running 
through the cover where the birds were tobe found. Another instance : 
Late in the season, after the first fall of snow, a gentleman living in 
town happened to be ov the lawn in front of the house, when his little 
son called his attention to two birds uuder one of the spruce trees with 
which it was adorned. Upon investigation they proved to be the ruffed 
grouse, which had thus ventured so near civilization, and were fully 
two miles away from their usual haunts, They stayed for twodays, but 





































































| alights upon, does not give out enough scent to enablea dog 
to smell it. Of course one must bear in mind that when a 
quail is not in motion its feathers are always pressed rT 
and compactly to its body, which in a great measure tends to 
withhold its scent. 
ep ge 

A Larez Heronry.—Our friend Dr. T. Garlick, writing 
from Ohio, tells us of a nesting-place of the Blue Heron in 
the olden time. He says:— 

‘The last number of Forget anp StaeaM hasan article on 
the nesting-place of the Wood Ibis, which reminded me of & 
breeding place of the Blue Heron (Ardea herodeas, Linn.) that 
I went fifty miles once to see. It was in the midst of a wil- 
derness, covering from twelve to fifteen miles square, a re- 
gion of flat land, filled with many small swamps, inhabited 
by myriads of frogs and lizards. 

‘¢ The forest was mainly timbered with swamp oak, the trees 
being of immense size. The woods were literally alive with 
these birds. I counted on one tree thirteen nests; there were 
hundreds, if not thousands, of nests. I was amused to see a 
number of unfledged birds, out of their nests, walking with 
their log, stilt-like legs, on the limbs of the trees. One fel- 
low made a misstep, and lost his balance, but hung by one 
foot, and fimally got his long neck over the limb; whether he 
ever righted himself I do not know; I left him ‘doing his 
level best.” to get back. Icould not help him, for he was 
nearly a hun feet high. 

‘*This nesting-place was in the township of Richmond, Ash- 
tabula County, O., now a thickly settled country. Since my 
recollection that region vas full of game, elk and deer in 
abundance.” 


PRoPaGATION OF THE Exu.—Owing to the obscurity that 
exists respecting the yo of the eel, the following state- 
ment made by Herr L. Griesinger, of Murrhardt, to the Schw 
Institution, may be of interest. Herr Griesinger writes: 
“On Saturday, August 12 last, some workmen who were 
preparing the foundation for a railway bridge over the Murr, 
observed an eel in the still water of a channel, a quarter of a 
mile below the town. The men had hammers with them for 
stone-breaking, and, wishing to kill the eel by a blow on the 
head, one of them hit it, but only in the middle of the body, 
which was greatly lacerated. Owing, however, to the tough- 
ness of the skin, the parts held together. It was an ordinary 
full-grown eel, but unusually stout. I bought it and set 
about skinning: it in my kitchen, an operation that necessi- 
tated a strong pull from head to tail. At that part of the 
body which had received the blow, a total separation took 
place, and at the same moment there fell out upon the table 
an animated bag or ball about the size of a walnut, from 
which there escaped a number of active young eels. In 
circumference they were of the dimensions of a large knitting 
needle and as long as @ man’s finger. They lived for an hour, 
during which time they wriggled about on their sides. The 
parent eel seems to have quitted the rapid water of the Murr 
for the still water of the channel to deposit her young.—S. in 
Land and Water. 








AN InrerestiINe Snake Story.—‘‘Snake eating snake” 1s 
no imaginary story. I can add my own evidence in substan- 
tiation of the fact. Several years $60, when weeding corn in 
my As Island, in the county of Northampton, N. C., I dis- 
covered a very large king snake lying ona ditch bank, -per- 
fectly straight, and unusually large. 1 called the attention of 
my servants to the snake, and directed that no snake of that 
species should be killed on my land, as they were said to be 
the special enemy of all venomous os. particularly the 
highland moccasin. By the by, I been bitten by a moc- 
casin, and, barely escaping with my life, my rege meee was 
quite reasonably excited in behalf of his enemy. My servants 
promised obedience. I took from the hands of one of them a 
weeding hoe, and attempted to wake the snake by chipping 
off a part of his tail. The operaton was — artistically per- 
formed. The snake, however, did not relish it, and immedi- 
ately began to disgorge a large highland moccasin, recognized 
by us as the most venomous of all found in this section of the 
State. The Hon. J. J. Davis, the present representative in 
Congress from the adjoining district, gave me a history of a 
similar occurrence which he himself witnessed. Stopping at 
a branch to water his horse, while on his way to one of his 
courts, he discovered the tail of a small king snake firmly 
fastened around a twig, the body immersed in the stream, and 
he holding fast toa large water moccasin, double his size, 
which was struggling heroically for his life. The contest con- 
tinued for some minutes, the moccasin drawing the king snake 
under the water, and in turn the king snake drawing the moc- 
casin to the surface. The victory finally resulted in favor of 
the little king snake, —_ the Hon. _ re a 
passive spectator during the whole struggle. I thi e stated 
that after the termination of the affair he pulled them both 
ashore. The king snake is not the black snake, or black 
runner. He grows toa much larger size, and is black, ¥ ith 
white rings around the entire body. I really do not know 
whether or not he is venomous. The black snake is certainly 
not, though by os rattling of his tail, and ee ejections 
of his tongue and apparent preparation for the fight, he would 
make a very different impression upon one. 

T. G. T., Gaston. 
—_—_— +9 


PuriosopnicaL Soorsty of Wasurneton, December 22.— 
Mr. Theodore Gill made a communication on a new species of 





on the third morning turned up missing. While in Muskeoka last fall 


I frequently saw them shot in a clump of larch that had been left near 
a spring on the farm of a settler. Certainly, the woods were only a 


short distance away, but water was plentiful in them, so why did they 
resort to the small clump of trees, not covering the twenty-fifth part of 
an acre? 

About their drumming: I can testify with “‘ Penobscot” and “ Awah- 
soose” that they will stand on a rock to drum, as I have seen them do 
80; also on a stump and, once or twice, on a tree that had not long been 
felled. But there is one curious point that I would like to ask some 
older shooter than myself—What causes them to drum during the night 
time in the fall, or do they do so in thespring also? This: fall, while 
duck shooting on the Au Sable River, we camped in a thick piece of 
pine and oak woods near the river, and several times during the night 
while there, 1 heard the grouse drumming in our vicinity. We went 
after them several times, and in every case where I got any, I found 
them to be solitary birds, and, in eyery instance, cocks. I did not see 
ahen bird killed, although a good many birds weré shot. Perhaps 
“ Penobscot” can explain this point. 

About shooting them from a tree: I saw a man shooting near here 
about two years ago, who had a small terrier dog with him. On first 
going into the woods the dog flushed a covey of them, and all the birds 
flew a short distance into a hemlock tree. The man went up, and, 
standing in the shelter of a small bush which hid nim from them, began 


flies. At least this is the way in which I accounted for what 
I thought a departure from the traditions of his ancestors. 
The bird assigned to duty as caterer took a position on the 
twisted lightning rod of the house, and from this point of 
vantage darted with unerring aim upon his winged prey, 
taking them always in mid-air, after the manner of all fiy- 
catchers. I remember to have thought this very singular, not 
having seen any mention of it in such works.of ornithology as 
I had read, but allowed it to pass from my mind until the 
paragraph in Harper’s recalled it to memory. Wut. 


—$—$<— +9 

Quai, WirsHotpise Scznt.—A correspondent in Ma- 
honingtown, Pa., states that he has noted several un- 
doubted instances of quail withholding their scent. Among 
others was that of a wing-tipped bird, which the dogs failed 


to find, though they ranged all the ground over thoroughly. 
Subsequently returning to the same spot the bird was found. 


The writer concludes : 
That under certain conditions of the atmosphere a quail 
slighting on the ground, and not moving from the spot t first 


plumbea, and diagnosed as follows : 


chimera found in American waters. One of the most unex- 
pected discoveries recently made in American ichthyology is 
that of a ies of the genus Chimera, of which a specimen 
has lately been sent to the Smithsonian Institution. It was 
caught southeast of the La Have bank, in lat. 42 deg. 40 min. 
north, long. 68 deg. 23 min. west, at a depth of 350 fathoms, 
with a bait of halibut, and sent to the Institution by Captain 
Robert L. Hurlburt. An attentive comparison of the speci- 
men with individuals of the European Chimera monstrosa, 
renders it evident that 1t does not belong to that species, but 
is an entirely distinct ific form. It may be named Chimera 
himera Piumbea.— 
A Chimera with the snout acutely produced; the ante- 


orbital flexure of the suborbital line extending little above the 
level of the inferior margin of the orbit; the dorsals close to- 
gether ; the dorsal spine, with its anterior surface rounded ; 
the ventrals t: xtending 
to the outer axil of the ventrals; and the color uniformly 
tows By these eharacters the species is naar separable 
monstrosa e genus. 


and pointed ; the pectorals e 


rom the Chimera and other species of 
a 
A Bezoar Stonr.—A beautiful: Bezoar stone has been sent 


Professor Holmes for examination. The father of Rev. John 
W. Lemacks, of Walterboro’, obtained it about seventy years 
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ago from the stomach or viscera of a Carolina deer (Cervus 
virginianus), and it has been retained ever since as an heir- 
loom in the family. ‘The stone is about two inches in length 
and in diameter at the middle. In form it is not unlike an 
elongated egg, somewhat pointed at each end (a prolate 
spheroid). The surface-coating’of phosphate of lime ‘is 
highly polished, and of a mo brown color. In the pres- 
ence of a party of gentlemen at ‘‘ Ingleside” the stone was 
carefully cut a few days since, and, as was expected, a hard 
substance found in its centre, which proved to be a pebble of 
quartz. E 

The nucleus is covered with a deposit of phosphate of lime 
in nine amnual layers, showing a growth of at least that num- 
ber of years. 

This is the fifth Bezoar or Persian medicine stone examined 
by Professor Holmes. ‘The first contained a flattened ball, or 
buckshot, of lead; the second, a quartz pebble; the third 
and fourth each an acorn, and the fifth a pebble like the sec- 
ond. The buckshot specimen was destroyed during the war, 
when Professor Holmes’ library was burned, but the others 
are at present at Ingleside, and form, perhaps, the most re- 
markabie collection of the kind known. A description of the 
buckshot specimen, with colored figures, was published.many 
years ago in the Charleston Medical Journal, and copies in 
oa have been lately made of it. ° 

Ingleside, the country seat of Professor Holmes, contains 
just mow not only these rare Bezoars, but one of the most 
anique collections of the abnormal forms of antlers of the 
Carolina deer we know of; the main hall, library and cabinet 
walls are hung with about tyvo hundred specimens, which are 
greatly admired, not only by sportsmen and naturalists, but 
excite the wonder of many Surchers tourists who visit annu- 
ally these ancient ‘‘ baronial halls of Goosecreek.”—Zz2. 


i 

Viraurty or Ants.—A'‘ number of curious observations 
have been made by the Rev. H. C. McCook on the endurance 
by ants of extremes of heat and cold, and the results have 
been published in the proceedings of the PhiladelphiaAcademy. 
This year a formicary of F’.pennsylvanica was cut froman oak 
bough, and exposed out of doors to the rigor of a mountain 
winter, and survived. A number were dropped separately 
upon ice, and were found alive after forty-eight hours, each in a 
little depression. +. rufa was} found active in its formicary 
at 34 deg. F., sluggish at 80 deg. The extreme of heat 
seemed also to be endured by 7’. pennsyloanica ; they did not 
suffer at all from the heat of stones walling in a camp fire, 
having been driven into the position out of a burning stump. 
A community of agricultural ants (M. molefacens), lived in a 
mound upon which some smiths in Texas‘made their fires for 
heating wagon tires. Numbers of ants were seen at work by 
Dr. Lincecum cleaning out the entrance to their city before 
the entire extinction of the fire just used for heating tires. 
They had learned all about the fire and knew how to work in 
and around the dying embers without injury. <A quality of 
raason ants (a variety of 7. Rufa), observed by Mr. McCook, 
were accidentally flooded under five inches of water, and they 
appeared quite dead and floated about in this condition for 
maty hours; but subsequently most of them recovered full 
activity. In Texas Mr. Lincecum found that the agricultural 
ants are seen in great numbers in wells, forming a sort of 
floating mass as large as an orange, clinging together. In 
this condition they got drawn up in the bucket, and though 
they may have been in the water a day or two, they were all 
found alive. Yet individuals cannot survive under water 
more than six minutes, and life in these balls can only be pre- 
served by the mass revoWing either by the continued struggle 
of the individual insect, or by an instinctive and orderly 


movement of the outer tier of ants. 
- ee 


AnotuEr Fox with a Waitt Foor.—In a recent issue of 
Forsst anp Stream I see an account of a red fox with 
white hind feet. He is not the only one, as I shot a large 
dog fox to-day ahead of my hounds whose hind legs were 
snow white to the gambrel joint. 





———— 1 
A Witp Hoc—Onz-Eyrp anp Eantess.—The Pittsburg 
(Pa.) Standard of a recent date describes a new monster 
whose aspect would have terrified that valiant traveler, Sir 
John Mandeville himself : 


“A few days since Mr. W. Miller of Uniontown, who, like 
Nimrod of old, is a mighty hunter, and keeps a pack of fif- 
teen hounds, captured an earless wild hog in the mountains 
of Fayette county. ‘The animal not only has no auricular ap- 
pendages, but no orifice in the head for the admission of 
sound, and is in consequence totally deaf. It has also but 
one eye, which, however, is large enough for two, being 
nearly two inches in diameter. The animal will weigh about 
160 pounds, and is as ferocious as a bear. Mr. Miller will 
send it to the zoological gardenin Philadelphia. Mr. Miller is 
a noted deer hunter, who fmilows His game on an Indian pony. 
He lately killed four deer on one excursion.” 

Fins spaces nbighecaiceslicn te 

ARRIVALS RECEIVED AT THE CENTRAL PARK MENAGERIE FoR THE 
WEEK ENDING JAN. 18,'1878.—Seven’ Guinea baboons, Cynocephalus 
sphinz ; one Patas monkey, Cercopithecus ‘ruber; three Polat bears, 
Ureus maritimus; one axis deer, Cervus axis; one hog Weer, Cervus 
porcinus ; two Indian antelope, Antilope corvicapra; one mottled owl, 
Scope azio presen'ed by Mr. E. R, McCarty, New York City ; one horned 
owl, Bubo virginianus, presented by Mr. Ed. Mardaga, New York City. 

; W. A. CONKLIN, Director. 








Inpra-nvssER Sportinc Goops.—Such articles which in- 
duce to the comfort and health of the sportsman are numer- 
ous. These are fishing stockings, pants, boots, clothing, gun 
covers and blankets, all made of rubber. If the outer 
man manages to weather wind, sleet and rain in water-proof 
clothing, the inner man finds comfort in drinking-cups and 
canteens made of rubber. Messrs. D: Hodgman & Oo., of 
27 Maiden Lane, corner of Nassau streét, keep a full assort- 
ment of these most useful goods, and we can recommend 
these gentlemen and the articles they sell to the attention of 


our many readers. Messrs. Hodgman & Co. are also the lead- | 


Woodland, arm and Garden, 
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THIS DEPARTMENT 


GRINDELIA ROBUSTA AS A REMEDY 
FOR IVY POISONING. 


ee 


N a recent number of ‘‘ New Remedies,” published by Wm. 
Wood & Co., of New York City, I find an article copied 
from the Scientific American upon the use of Grindelia ro- 
busta as a remedy for oak and ivy poisoning, and as it is of 
special interest, particularly to your Western sporting friends, 
I have ventured to transcribe it, or at least the most interest- 
ing portion thereof. James G. Steele, of San Francisco, 
writes to the Scientific American that the Rhus towicodendron 
is avery common cause of a great deal of misery and suffering 
in California, and contributes a paper on the properties of 
Grindelia robusta as a remedy, from whizh the following is 
taken: ‘‘Dr. L, A. Canfield (deceased), of Monterey, Cal., 
was the first,” so Mr. Steele says, ‘‘to call the attention of the 
medical profession to the therapeutic action of G@rindelia ro- 
busta in cases of ‘oak poisoning.’ Some twelve years since he 
caused to be published in the Pacific Medical and Surgica; 
Journal a short account of this plant-—its botanical features, 
habitat and medicinal value. My attention being thus direct- 
ed to the plant, I procured specimens and prepared various 
pharmaceutical compounds containing the virtues of the drug, 
which were prescribed by the medical faculty of this city with 
sufficient success to warrant me in keeping a bountéful supply 
of the plant. It has been my practice yearly, during the 
months of May and June, to go into the rural districts and 
have gathered and dried in the shade one or two tons of Grin- 
delia robusta.” Here} follows deseription of the manner of 
preparing the fluid extract, which is to be used as follows: 
‘*For poison oak eruptions, the best method is to mix one or 
two teaspoonfuls of the strong fluid extract of Grindelia with 
half a tumbler of cold or tepid water and apply freely, with a 
sponge or cloths dipped in the mixture, to-the parts affected. 
One or two applications will often suffice for a cure; but if 
the disease has been of long duration, several days may elapse 
before entire relief is obtained. In severe cases of poisoning, 
cloths dipped in the solution may be bound upon the parts, 
and, if necessary, more of the fliid extract added. The most 
obstinate case of poisoning will be overcome by this mode of 
treatment, and immediately after the first application the 
most surprising relief is experienced. Another medicinal use 
has been found for Grindelia and its preparations. Asthma 
and kindred ailments have been made to succumb in a re. 
markable manner.” Wishing to know something more of this 
plant, I wrote to my friend, Prof. J. T. Rothrock, of the 
University of Pennsylvania, whose knowledge of the medici- 
nal flora of our country is excelled by none, and the follow- 
ing is his reply : 

My Dear Doctor—Grindelia robusta is one of the composite found very 
commonly in the open grounds of California, as, for example, the 
place where we camped during our field work of 1875, near Santa Bar- 
bara, California. It is abundantly covered with a gummy exudation. 
The leaves are thick and the whole plant has a harsh, rigid appearance, 
It has been reported to be of vaiue in asthma, and also in poisoning 
from the California poison oak, a species related to our Cwn. I am not 
aware that it has been tried as a remedy for our own poison oak, though 
if of value in the one it would probably be also in the other. Local use 
of the fluid extract of serpentaria is,in my hands,a never-failing 
remedy for our own poison oak (see Hartshorne Essentials of Practical 
Medicine) from which I learned its use. 

Ever yours, J. T. ROTHROOK, ” 

In view of the facts above stated, I trust no apology will 
be needed for inflicting upon your.readers this notice, as many 
of our sportsmen, owing to a peculiar susceptibility to vege- 
table poisoning are entirely debarred from following their fa- 
vorite pursuits. In this connection I may mention: that 7 
have no less than three botanical friend who: have never suf- 
fered from the poison oak, notwithstanding the experiment 
has been frequently made of rubbing the hands, neck and 
face with the leaves and other parts of this plant. Here the 
old adage comes in—‘‘ One man’s meat is another man’s poi- 
son.” Very truly yours, H. C. Yarrow, M. D. 

+ 

To Crean Buoxsxin Gioves.—Take half a pound of pre 
pared chalk, half a pound of prepared alum, three cakes. of 
pipeclay, half an ounce of oxalic acid, one-half ounce ising] 
one ounce pumice stone powered, one tablespoonful of starch, 
six tablespoonfuls of sweet oil, two ounces of white soap. 
To be mixed in boiling water; the oxalic acid and prepared 
alum to be added last. 





—The pineapple trade with the Bermudas has assumed 


great importance. During the shipping season ips closed 
about 180 cargoes of a were shipped to New York, 
Philadelphia and Baltimore. Ni 


1 nety Sas were made by 
American vessels in the conveyance of this fruit to the United 
States. The freight earnings of these vessels is computed at. 
$100,000, and the amount realized by the sale of the cargoes 
was spent in the purchase of American goods for return 


cargoes. 
-——— me ee 

Fiowrrs For Home Dxooration.—Set flowers on your 
table—a whole nosegay if you can get it; but two or three, 
or a sitgle flower—a rose, a pink, a daisy. Bring a few 
daigies‘cr buttereups from ‘your Jast field ‘work, and keep 
them alive in a little water; preserve~ but a bunch of clover, 
or a handful of flowering grass—one of the most elegant of 
nature’s productions—and you have something on your table 
that reminds you of God’s creation, and gives you a link with 
the poets that have done it most honor. Put’a rose, or a 





ing people for the sale of rubber foot-bails, supplying most of | lily, or a violet on your table, and you and Lord Bacon have 


the colleges with their balls. 


a custom in common, for this great and wise man was in the 


. 


“habit of having flowers in season set upon his table, we be- 


lieve, morning, noon, and night—that is to say, at all meals, 


seeing that they were gro all day. "Now here is a fashion 
that will last you forever, if you a—never change, with 
silks, and velvets, and silver forks, nor be dependent on 


caprice, or some fine gentleman or lady who have nothing but 
caprice and changes to give them importance and a sensa- 
tion. Flowers on the morning table are especially suited to 
them. They look like the happy wakening of creation ; they 
bring the breath of nature into your room; they seem the 
very representative and embodiment of the very smile sof your 
home, the graces of good morrow. GH Hunt. 
io oo 

Lutine ror Trees.—In pruning large limbs some com- 
position should always be at hand to cover the wound. This 
‘will not only prevent its cracking by the cold in winter prun- 
ing, but will keep out the air and maintain the exposed wood 
in a sound state until it is covered with a new layer of bark. 
Many compositions have been in fashion abroad for this pur- 
pose, which under our summer sun and wintry frosts are 
nearly worthless, as they generally crack and fall off in a 
single year. ‘The following is a cheap and admirable appli- 
cation which we recommend to all cultivators of fruit trees: 
Take @ quart of alcohol and dissolve in it as much gum shellac 
as will make a liquid of the consistence of paint. Apply this 
to the wound with a common painter’s ‘brush, always paring 
the wound smoothly first. The liquid becomes perfectly hard, 
adheres closely, excludes the air perfectly, and is affected 
by no changes of weather; while at the same time its thin- 
ness offers no resistance to the lip of the new bark that closes 
over the wound. If the composition is kept in a well-corked 
bottle, sufficiently wide to admit the brush, it will always be 
ready for use, and suited to the want of the moment.—Down- 
ing’s Hiney ia. 

os 

—It is said that the French Government is about to take 
measures for the irrigation of the broad and fertile valley of 
the Rhone by means of the waters of that river. While 
there has not been recently any serious damage to crops in this 
region through drought, it cannot be doubted that the pro- 
posed step is a wise one, and will be productive of immense 


benefit to a large tract of country. 





A Smuprte Ornament.—A pretty. mantel-piece ornament 
may be obtained by suspending an acorn by a piece of thread 
tied around it, within half an inch of the surface of some 
water contained in a vase, tumbler, or saucer, and allowing it 
to remain undisturbed for several weeks. It will soon burst 
open, and small roots will seek the water; a straight and 
tapering stem, with beautiful glossy green leaves will shoot 
upward, and presents a very pleasing appearance. Chestnut 
trees may be grown in the same manner, but their leaves are 
not as beautiful as those of the oak. The water should be 
changed once a month, taking care to supply water of the same 
warmth ; bits of charcoal added to it will prevent the water 
from souring. _ If the little leaves turn yellow, add one drop 
of ammonia into the utensil which holds the water, and they 
will renew their luxuriance. 





—The manufacturers of Peerless Fine Cut present every customer 
of a ten-pound pail with a splendid seven shooter. As tramps are get- 
ting.so bold now-a-days, this seems to be an opportunity to procure 
means of defence, and getting one’s tobacco at the usual cost, 


Ghe Zennel.. 


Io CORRESPONDENTS.—Those desiring us to prescribe for their dogs 
wit] please take note of and describe the following points in each ani- 
mal: 

1. Age. 2, Foodand medicine given. 8. Appearance of the eye; 
Of the coat; of the tongue and lips. 4. Any changes in the appearance 
of the body, as bloating, drawing in of the flanks, etc. 5, Breathing, 
the number of respirations per minute, and whether labored or not. 
6. Condition of the bowels and secretions of the kidneys, color, ctc. 1%. 
Appetite; regular, variable, etc. 8. Temperature of the body as indi 
cated by the bulb of the thermometer when placed between the body 
and the foreleg. 9. Give position of kennel and surroundings, outlook, 
contiguity to other buildings, and the uses of the latter. Also give any 
peculiarities of temperament, movements, etc., that may be noticed 
signs of suffering, etc. 


Tux St. Louis Benon Sxow.—Everything points in the 
direction of an immense success for the St. Louis show. As 
we go to press we havereceived the following despatch from 
J. W. Munson, Esq., the secretary: ‘‘ Thanking friends for 
their liberality, we must decline any more donations. Our 
specials already amount to nearly three thousand dollars, and 
we really have no places for more.” Some of the gifts pre- 
sented to the show are of the finest character. Mr. W. W. 
Greener, through the Simmons Hardware Co. of St. Louis, 
has just sent as a prize a superb forty-guineas gun, made in 
his very best style. That would be a gun to win. Mr, T.H. 
Scott has sent £10 sterling as a prize for the best setter, any 














-age or strain, bred in America... This gentleman promises to 


be present at'the show. Mr. Snellenberg, of New Brighton, 
Pa., gives a $40 velvet shooting suit,for the best pair of pure 
Laveracks. Tiffany & Co. have presented a silver vase, val- 
ued at $75 for the best setter, and Messrs. W. Read & Sons, 
of Boston, a Scott double express rifle. 

Entry blanks of the St. Louis Bench Show may be had at 
our office which we will mail to applicants. Particular atten- 
tion has been paid to the stalls for the dogs, which will be 
built in sections of five. In the centre of the rink a large 
space will be reserved for moving the dogs, and for the use of 
the judges. “Many of the leading’ New York houses dealing 
in sportsmen’s goods will have exhibits. The headquarters of 
the show will be at the Lindell House. We would call atten- 
tion to the following: The A.'& @. W. R. R. will give half 
fares to exhibitors from Salamanca or any other point on the 
line, to St. Louis and back, with passes for dogs. Every rail- 
road entering St. Louis gives half fare, and the express com- 
panies half rates. If energy and perseverance make this 
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show a success—which it certainly will be—it will be in great 
part due to the untiring exertions of the secretary, Jno. W. 


Munson, Esq. ‘ 
a a 

Sr. Louis Benon .Saow.—Mr. Lincoln, Superintendent of 
the Show, writes a8 follows: ‘! The Rink; where the show is 
to be held, is admirably, adapted for a bench show, as it is on 
the ground floor, with good ventilation, and ample, space out- 
side for dogs to have a good run, The dogs will all be pro- 
vided with good, roomy ‘stalls, made from clean-dressed lum- 
ber. Straw bedding will be used. The members of the as- 
sociation are all enthusiastic, over the show,.and, what is 
better, good, practical workers. . Dogs sent by express with- 
out their owners will receive the bést of care atid ‘attention, as 
special attendants will be allotted to them, overlooked by orfe 
of the members. A registry book will be kept, so that. dogs 
sent will be exercised twice during the day and properly fed 
and watered. The Scott rifle, presented by Wm Read & 
Sons, will be given to the ‘best’ couple of fox hounds.’ The 
prize lists and forms of entry’are now ready. Entries will 
close on the 5th of February.” 

——__—__ > @-+ + 

JuDGES at tHE St. Louis Bencn SHow.—Dr. Davidson 
will act as judge for pointers,and setters, Col. Skinner for 
hounds and Dr. ‘Twaddell for ‘spaniels, Chesapeake Bay dogs 
and non-sporting dogs, “We'shall be glad to distribute the 
forms of entry, which niay be had on application at the office 
of the Forzst AND STREAM AND Rop anv Gon. Entries will 
positively close February 5. 


———__ + = 
-—We beg to acknowledge teceipt of the printed list of pre- 
miums and classification of dogs xi the St. Louis Bench Show. 
There are ninety-two classes. for dogs and eighteen divisions 


for sportsmen’s goods. 
Oe 


-MassacuusETTs Kennen Oxus.—This club will hold its 
first regular bench show at Boston on March 26, 27; 28 and 
29. Mr. Charles Lineoln will act. as superintendent, The 
following gentlemen will; form the, Exhibition Committee : 
Messrs. F. B. Greenough, J. N. Borland, J. F., Curtis, 8, W. 
Rodman, Luther Adams, J. Fottler, Jr.,.T, S. Sawyer, Jr. 
The exhibition will take place in the, Mhilding formerly used 
as the Aquarial Gardens, Theatre Comique, etc., and latterly 


by Jordan, Marsh & Co, for their wholesale. warehouse and |: 


store. It contains four floors, each having as much, floor 
space as Music Hall. One floor will be used for sporting dogs, 
another for non-sporting dogs, and the third for an exhibition 
of sporting goods and pictures. , Entries will be $2; exhibi- 
tors free. Admission, 50 cents; season tickets, $2. The 
prize list is now béing printed in pamphlet form and will be 
very complete. Many of the prizes will be cups, the rest in 
gold coin. Very many special prizes have already been of- 
fered by sportsmen and dealers of the city. Mr. John Dayid- 
son, of Monroe, Mich., will act as judge of the sporting 
classes. Arrangements have been made with railway express 
companies to take dogs at reduced rates. 
$+ 9 
FOX HUNTING EN REGLE. 
RICHMOND, Va., Jan. 9, 1878. 

EDITOR FOREST AND STREAM: 

What sort of an animal is the ‘‘Anniseed Bag,” and has anybody 
caught one yet? 4 

Almost every county down heré has fox hunters, horses and hounds, 
but they always run gray or red foxes, the former in thie lower country 
and the latter in the upper country. Dr, Paul Carrington, of Halifax, 
caught forty-two in one season—eighteen “straight,” and all with his 
own pack. Drag-hunts and bag-foxes are rarely heard of—in fact, the 
only one I know of was when Co). ——, of Hanover; having some guests 
at his houseon a Christmas spree, started a little darkey'on a mule 
with a dead fox, and the little “‘ cuss,” after following the ronte mapped 
out for him, got so numbed with the cold that the old mule took the bit 
in her teeth and started for homie by the shortest way, which was right 
through Richmond. And then there was a chase sure enough! Here 
came forty hounds in full cry, and after them twenty riders, the whole 
concer. rushing down Main street like a lunatic asylum out on a spree, 
and the people rushing out and yelling all along the way. 

There is a hunting club in Richmond composed of a dozen gentle- 
men, among whom Col. R. 8. A. is a.most accomplished sportsman, 
and though not easy to keep up with in the hunting field, yet one would 
not desire a more agreeable companion. All the others are good riders, 
and, what is more, good fellows... And if the editor of the Forgs?T anp 
STREAM will direct any friend who loves real sport to any of the gentle- 
men whose names are in the enclosed private note they may enjoy a 
run almost any clear day during the season. The expense attending 
a trip would be but little beyond the ordifiary cost of traveling; and 
though one must not expect to see any fanciful ‘‘make-ups,” yet he 
will be certain to see a real fox hunt, and have a chance for the brush. 

P.M. 
We trust the readers of Forgsr. anp Strzam will all prop- 


erly comprehend and appreciate the marked compliment ex- 
tended to them from the Hunting Club of Richmond, through 
our esteemed correspondent. We do not remember. any simi- 
lar invitation to haye been given through any public journal, 
even in the flush times of twenty and thirty years-ago: Vet- 
eran readers of the Spirit of the Times assutedly will put the 
proper estimate upon it, and, piously invoke’ the blessings of 
the good upon the venerable and honored. brotherhood. who 
thus extend the nght, hand of fellowship across the border. 
As for the present generation, it ought to.study from the text- 
books of old memories and traditions, so as to revive-the chiy- 
alrous intercourse of old-time sportsmen, and wipe the stains 
and blots of unpleasant.war episodes from the escutcheon of 
the fraternity. The overtures.of our Richmond friends seem 
to foreshadow the approach of a golden era of sport, when a 


man’s honorable training and culture in the manly arts will be- 
the best credentials he can offer for admission to the Order of | 


; 
: 


Gentlemen-at-large.—Ep, F. and S.J ve | 






mond's Diddy orade'ind will Ave, by Wi Gbo, Rayraonds 


(late Mr. Theo, Morford’s) Bruce. fine and hearty. 





BgtteE.—A correspondent is good enough to draw our at- 
tention to an error in a paragraph of our issue of Jan: 10, 1878, 
about the sale of Belle, out of Kirby, by Pride of the Border: 
Capt. Foster sold Belle when a puppy at usual rates. ($50, I 
believe), but after she was grown her owner, Mr. John C. 
Higgins, sold her for $500 to a gentleman in Wilmington, 





Mangus oF .Wixonester,—Marshall, 
claim the name of Marquis of Winchester for my black and 
tan dog pup, with white feet and breast, by Gordon out of 
Flash, pupped Dec. 24, 1877, . W.. TuRNER. 

o 


—The laie Professor Sedgwick was in the habit of taking his 
dog from Cambridge to the hills of Cumberland every., year, 
and on each occasion of his visit the dog regularly left him 
and took a journey of some-hundreds of miles over the hills, 
to see another dog with which he had spent his youth.—From 
Professor Seelye’s Lecture on Evolution. 

> +@+ = 
Visits.—Dee, 18, 1877.—Mr. 0. De Rouge’s (Milbourn, N. 


J.) Glen, by Pride of the Border, out of Dimity, to Mr. D. 








Olcott's pure Laverack Guy Mamnering, by Pride of the 
Border, out of Fairy. Guy Mannering has twice received 


special prizes, amounting in yalue to over $400, as best Eng- 
lish setter born in the United States. 
Dee, 26, 1877.--Mr: F. M. Campfield’s (Morris Plains, N. 


J.) Dimity Second, by Pride of the Border, out of Dimity, to 
Mr. D. Olcott’s pure Laverack Roderick Dhu, by Pride of the 


Border, out, of Fairy., 


Jam. 14,..1878.--Mr. La Montagne’s Abbey, by Young 


Laverack, out of Raymond’s Dido, to the Pure Laverack, 
Pride of the Border. 


Jan. 14, 1878,—-Mr.. T. F. Anderson’s (Newton, N..J.) 
field spaniel Judy, by Raymond’s Badger, out of owner’s 


‘Topsy, to Mr. Grover’s imported field spaniel Sport. 


My bitch Pet has visited Mr. Theo. Morford’s Don, of New- 
ton, N. J. My bitch Grace has visited Mr. Wm. Cdnklyn’s 


Dan, of Ocean Grove, Long Branch. 
' E. F. Meroiuiorz. 





Rey 
Haxr-Movrentne.—Dog man: ‘‘ Yes, ma’am. This here 


dog, ma’am? Real stock, nary white hair on him. Dirt 
cheap for you, ma’am. Take him for twenty-five dollars.” 
Young, widow: ‘‘Oh! the sweet, pretty thing! All black, 


you say, my man? Well, you must know that my dear, dear 
husband has been dead these last eight months, and I am think- 
ing—heigho! of quiet colors again. Now, couldn’t you get 

A 


me a nice little doggy, with just a little white on him? 
kind of half-mourning dog!” 


pea and River Hishing. 
FISH*IN SEASON IN JANUARY. 


————e 
SOUTHERN WATERS. 


Pompano, Trachynotu scarolinus. Grouper, Epinep nigritus. 
7 (two species). Family Scia#- Trout (black , Centropristis 
nide. y 
Menticirrus nebulosus. Striped Bass, or Rockfish, Roccus 


Sea Bass, Scieenops ocellatus. lineatus, 
Sheepshead, Archosargus probato- Tailorfish, Pomatomus saltatriz. 


Black Basss, Micropterus salmoide~: 


Snabper, Lautjanus caxus, M, nigricans, 


Fise 1s Marxer.—Stock fair and in good demand. Bass 


20 to 25 cents; smelts, 15; bluefish, 15; salmon, 30; mackerel, 


15 to 25; Southern shad, 75 cents each; green turtle, 20; 
terrapin $18 per dozen; halibut, 18 cents ; codfish, 8 to 10; 
blackfish, 15 ; herring, 6 cents ; flounders, 124 ; eels, 15 to 18; 
sturgeon, 8 ; lobsters, 8 to 10; sheepshead, 25; scallops, per 


gal., $1.50; soft clams, per 100, 30 to 60 cents; whitefish, 18; 


‘pickerel, 18; pike, 12; ciscoes, 12; hard crabs, $1.00 per 


100; soft crabs, per dozen, $1,00; red snappers, 18 cents. 
Shad, in limited numbers from Florida, do not find rapid sale. 


Fishleaters prefer waiting for the North Carolina, which are 


larger and fatter. 


Movements oF THE Fisnina Figer.—The shore fleet have 


not met with a very great catch the past week; but the pros- 
pect is considered good. The fitting away of several more of 
the La Have and Bank fleets has given a little impetus to 
business, and the bankers which have carived, have brought in 
good fares of halibut which have been sold to good advant- 
age, There have been three arrivals, bringing in 131,000 lbs. of 
halibut. It is reported that the Fortune and Bonne Bay her- 
ring fisheries have proved a failure and been abandoned.— 
Cape Ann Advertiser, Jan 11. 

New Hampsuiez.—Washua, Jan. 16.-—Fishing through the 
ice for pickerel 1s the sport most in vogue now, and some fine 
strings have been taken. Wass. 


.—Cumberland, Jan. 12.—The black-bass fishing 
. on account of the 


i 
z 


itself afforded better fishing than the river. 

Brack Bass Fisnmva wu January.—P. -8. Carr, of Fay- 
etteville, N. Y., caught four black bass at that place one.day 
last week. 

Bass Fisaine.—Cedarville, O., Jan. 10.—We have had 
most remarkable weather for about two weeks, warm sunny 
days, the thermometer at 63 and 65 degs. It was so pleasant 
it was impossible to stay indoors, and not feeling like gun- 
ale NT ny ee EL he 
take one more fish. I was all . 

Gris 8 teling, 620, yon? were you I would go out. the 
way, and not let any one see me,” etc. I, 
serious misgivings as to. 


| 


Tex., Jan. 9.—I- 









readers have been foolish (?) enough to go bass fishing in mid- 

winter, or as late as the 21st of December? I assure you that 

no One was more surprised at my sucvess than was myself. 
DaYBREAK. 


—The United States Consul at Dundee reports that the total 
catch of seals in 1877 was 76,000, yielding 1,092 tons, worth, 
with the skins, £53,944, an increase of nearly £17,000 over 
the preceding year’s eatch. ae black whales and 935 
white whales were caught, yielding 955 tons of oil and 
tons of bone, worth together £92,925, an increase of £28, 
over 1876. ‘ 


Fisu From Sreeria.—Siberian fish were eaten lately at the 
dinner of the Bremen Geographical Society. The fish had 
been packed in ice and forwarded from Tobolsk, and arrived 
in, perfect condition after a journey of 3,060 miles, though 
eighty-three days onthe road. ‘‘A moderate amount of energy 
and proper. appliance,” says Land and Water, ‘‘ seems to be 
all that is n to bring our fish fresh to market from 
any part of the German Ocean and coast of Ireland.” 





FISHING THROUGH THE ICE ON 
GURLEY LAKE. 


Eaton Raprps, Miez.,’Jan. 1,{1878. 
Eprror Forrst AND STREAM: 

Last winter a y, consisting of Elder Phelps, Dr. Case, 
Ellis E. Shaw, Chas. Dodd and myself, all members of the 
Eaton Rapids Boat and Gun Club, went into camp at the ceile- 
brated Gurley Lake, eight miles from this place. We ar- 
ranged our bed by placing a pole on the ground beside one of 
the tents crosswise, and putting in a good lot of straw, which 
we obtained of a farmer not far away, then we spread on 
about fifteen or twenty blankets, robes and comfortables. 
This tent was our sitting and sleeping-room, and was heated 
by'a sheet-iron heater; the other we used for a dining-room 
and commissary department. The ee our arrival 
we commenced our modus operandi, cutting holes through the 
ice with an ice chisel and setting lines. We started at the 
south end of the lake and set, north, using live minnows for 
bait. We had set for half a mile, leaving a line about every 
ten rods, when I had occasion to go back over the line, not 
expecting to have a bite so soon. But I was surprised to see 
one of the floats standing up as straight asa cob. I hastened 
to the spot and had the. satisfaction of landing a fourteen- 
pound pickerel.. Within one hour from that time we had 
four of. the monsters lying side by side on the ice, the first 
one being the smallest of the lot, the others running as high 
as sixteen pounds, Some say they were muscalonge, but I 
am. positive that they are the real lake pike or pickerel 
(Hsow lucius)...We caught one on the same lake the year be- 
fore that weighed over seventeen pounds. We also took a 
goodly number of smaller ones, which I shall not stop to 
describe. I will say right here, for the benefit of those who 
believe in the wind having anything to do with fish biting, 
that we stayed on the lake about a week, and had wind from 
every direction, and no day or time did we have as good luck 
as we did with the east wind, which is called an ill wind. 
As far as I am concerned, I don’t care which way the wind 
blows so long as the fish bite good. I once witnessed a large 
pickerel in the pursuit of its prey; it was on the ice at Port- 
age Lake, Jackson County, this State. In this instance we 
had a hook baited with a live sucker that we caught while we 
were after minnows; it would weigh about half a pound, 
making a good-sized mouthful, Seeing the float up 1 at once 
repaired to the spot, when I found the fish had let go. So 
I spread down a blanket and laid me down upon the ice to 
watch proceedings. Presently there came a sort of phosphor- 
escent light, which filled the water as far around as I could 
see, and finally the head of a monstrous pickerel appeared, 
not over three feet below my face. He stopped and gazed at 
the sucker, who was showing great signs of fear. After a 
short space of time he snapped his jaws — then, with 
open mouth and eyes glaring and sparkling like balls of fire, 
he made a grand rush for said sucker, catching him near the 
tail, scraping off the little scales, which threw out a shining 
light as they descended to the bottom. After holding the little 
fellow awhile he let him go, and then the fun commenced ; 
round and round the hole went the littlé sucker, having 
about fifteen feet of line to play on, with the pickerel in hot 

ursuit. Finally, the picke-el, by a bold mancuvre, changed 
his course and made a rush straight for the sucker. Catching 
him by the head he wrenched him from the line, not having 
the hook in his mouth, the hook being fastened to the sucker 
just under the skin near the dorsal fin. He sailed off in tri- 
umph with his prize: Our week at Gurley Lake soon came 
to an end, as all weeks do, and we broke camp and came 
home. Some object to camping out in the winter, but I have 
made a practice of doing it for years, and have yet to take 
my first cold by camping, either summer or winter. With 
good warm clothing, plenty to eat, lots of fire-wood, a good 
bed, and the fresh and bracing morning air to stir one’s blood, 

who could not enjoy camping in the winter. 

Prerer Denys. 
OE ooo 


HINTS ON BASS FISHING. 
~~ Gans Fatts, N. ¥., Jan. 6, 1978. 





EprroRk FoREsT AND STREAM: 

I have read to-day, for the first time, the ForesT anD StreaM of Nov. 
15, and without reading subsequent papers to see what answer, or an- 
swers, “Splasher” has drawn forth in regard to “conditions for bass 
fishing,” I will give a few extracts from my note-book, as well as some 
personal experience in the same connection, Like the crab, I will ad- 
vance backward : 

August 1, 1877.—I caught two bass, weighing 6 lbs., 4 02., and 7 lbs., 
1402. The smaller one was landed at 5:20 a. M., and the other at 6:10 a. 
M.; the bait, yellow pereh about five inches long. Wind-very slight, and 
in the northeast ; sky cloudless. Although using two rods in the boat, 
both fish were caught on the same rod, whichjweighed 103 ozs , single 
gut leader, and Kirby hook. I do not know the number, but like a No, 
2 O'Shaughnessy, tied on a single gut. The place, Long Pond, Warren 
Co , N.Y. © When dressed, the stomachs of both fish found perfectly 
empty. 

July 21.—Fished Round Pond, one-half mile from Long Pond, with a 
friend, who, at SP. M., caught a bass weighing 4 lbs. Wind north of 
east ; sky partly cloudy ; bait, small perch—by small I mean from four 
to six inches. On the same day, in Long Pond, two bass were caught by 
one person weighing 73 Ibs. each ; bait said to be gold shiners, but be- 
lieved to be smalt pervch—fishermen will make mistakes. These two 
fish were caught in the morning, about 8 o’clock, by a Mr. S., who was 
fishing with two hand lines. When he landed one fish, he discovered 
that his other line was gone. Half an hour later, thinking he saw the 
wooden reel to which his line was attached dancing on the water, he 
pulled anchor, and rowing to the spot, found he was mistaken. But, 
while looking to locate his old position, he did see the piece of wood 
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come to the surface, and getting hold of it, found the fish still a and 
killed it. 

September 20, 1876.—Julius Seeley carght in Long Pond a tans weigh- 
ing 7 Ibs. 10 ozs.; bait, small perch. Do not know condition of weather. 

September 7, 1878,—Fished Long Pond. When first anchored, about 
64. M., Water smooth asa mirror. Anchor hardly down before I got a 
strike on my 8 oz. bass rod that indicated a large fish. When nearly 100 
feet of line had been deliberately taken and I was forced to strike 
without the fish once haiting to gorge the bait, I was gratified to see a 
large fish show himself twice, at the end of myline. After getting him 
nearly to the boat, he made two runs, each time taking the most of my 
line. WhenI finally reeled him close to the landing net, he jumped 
from the water, and spit out the bait—a five-inch perch. Upon exami- 
nation, I found that the bass had swallowed ‘the bait only to the hook, 
which was crosswise of the perch under the back fin; and there held 
on and made his fight without once being pricked with the hook, and it 
was only the proximity of the net or boat that made him repudiate. 
The fish was estimated by the boatman, Julius Seeley, to weigh over 
six pounds. I did not'weigh him. Later in the day there was a slight 
breeze from the northeast, 

September 17, 1876.—Went to Long Pond. Got on the fishing grounds 
about7a,.M. Wind N.N. E., and blowing a gale. Anchor would not 
hold. While looking for heavy anchor on shore, Julius Seeley, who an- 
chored on same ground as I had drifted from, caught a bass weighing 
6} lbs., when his anchor rope was broken, and he, too, came ashore. 
He used perch for bait. The day was pleasantly warm, and sky clear. 

August 12, 1876, -Fished Long Pond. Largest bass 3%, lbs, Used sil- 
ver shiners, had no perch of suitable size for bait. Wind east of north. 
The fish was caught in the middle of P. M., on grass bottom. 

I fish in water from fifteen to twenty feet deep, and anchor between 
a patch of weeds and deep water, to intercept the bass on their way 
from the deep, cool water to the weeds, where they find the small fish 
on which they break their fast. 

Fish in such a place in the morning and evening for big ones, and the 
balance of the day, if you choose to sit in the sun, find grass bottom 
and go for the small ones, three-fourths of a pound upward, with the 
chance of once in a while striking one of two or three pounds. Put on 
& float the length of your rod from the hook, care being taken not to put 
on too heavy a float, and use a light sinker. With a heavy float or sinker 
your batt is soon used up, In catching perch for bait, set them in shal- 
low water near the shore; those caught in deep water are darker in 
color, not so conspicuous, and will not live as long a8 you are putting 
them on the hook. A shallow water perch will live longer than a min- 
now, and there is not the danger of throwing them off the hook. For 
small bass, minnows are as good as any other bait fish, and tougher 
than gold or silver shiners, A sucker is equally good, but the fishing 
in different waters will differ even with the Oswego bass, to which I 
refer in the foregoing. 

When you come to a black bass that grows in rapid water, you must 
‘* Stand down the hall.” He is a gentleman of the first water, and en- 
titled to respect. He wants a bill of fare every day, and he makes his 
own selection. Don’t go fishing on Saturday with Friday’s menu alone; 
if you do, commence at the bottom or the top, and go through it, you 
may strike him somewhere between Auitres and cafe, and—you may 
not. 

If you fish with bait, go to some bass river, and where the current is 
strong at the foot of rapids, with comparatively smooth water—perhaps 
there is a bend in the river, and the channel is deepest just off shore. 
Anchor just above the “hole,” in the early morning. If the current is 
not too strong, put on your float so your hook will almost touch bottom. 
Stick your hook through the tail of a fresh water crab or crayfish, throw 

it overboard, and look out fora squall. If the current carries your bait 

.on the surface, take off your float and drop your bait on the bottom. 
‘‘ But my crab has got under a stone my hook is fast.’ All right, don’t 
try to pull it out, light your pipe, but be quick abont it, get hold of your 
rod and admire the beauties of the morning, or—By thejbones of the 
Imperial Bacchus! what a break he made! He nosed that crab out of 
his hole in a hurry, and he is as full of business as St, Nicholas the night 
before Christmas, He is a Cash-in, and now it is the freedom of the 
black-waters from which he came, or into port dead, (Brother H., this 
is owing to the turkey I ate for dinner, and if the higher powers let me 
off with “six months,” I won’t be found here again), A man has his 
hands full, or four of a kind, tobeat a black bass. In such a place asI 
mention above, a bass will make his presence known at once, fer that 
is what he is there for, to feed on what comes down the stream. I have 
found crayfish the best bait, and most certain to take in rivers with rocky 
bottoms. When you have fished the first-place and itis 10 o’clock, go 
ashore and rest im the shade until 4 P, m.; then joint your fly rod, and, 
from the boat, cast toward the shore and over the pools, and give the 
bass their dessert. 

In 1872, fishing with Col. Jeptha Garrard, I was casting with three 
flies on my leader, and saw a small bass rise close in shore at my 
stretcher. I hooked him, and he did not show again, but became sud- 
denly atwo-pound bass instead of a one-pound fish, and he soon increased 
still more. As we were fishing below a fall and above some very rough 
water, and I was using an eight-ounce fly rod, we had to shoot the 
rapids or break something, and shoot we did. When the landing net 
went under that bass he was three base, and weighed nearly 44 pounds. 
In this connection let me say that in November, 1876, the typesof F. anD 
8. made me say that Col. Garrard caught a~black bass on his fly rod 
weighing three pounds, and it was the largest of which I had any knowl- 
edge caught inthe Hudson. If you will please make that bass weigh 
five pounds (don’t use shot, or you will infringe on the patent of Mr. 
John Van Bu-ki-k of Washington) tlie statement will be correct. 

Much of what I have written will be old newa to many, but if we get 
at the true inwardness of bass fishing, those who know it all must be 
* patient with those who don’t, while they air their ideas; and, too, we 
must make notes of days that are drawn blank, as well as those we mark 
with a red letter. 

It would almost seem as if the large bass go in pairs all the summer. 
Seeley, that I mention above, while fishing a year ago last summer, 
caught, at two different times, two bass that weighed about six pounds 
each, and once, one of about the same weight, and Jost another. I did 
this last myself in Lake George in 1875. You see that on the days when 
the wind was noted, it came from between north and east, 

If “Splasher ” will send me his address, I will be pleased to send him 
some tied hooks that, I think, are the best bass hooks used; and if he 
will come here and catch some bass that I will show him, or tell me how 
to do it, I Ke-shersetpeaeamece enumaeninatined it “my left lung is 
nearly 

I agree with “Splasher” that a bait fish, of whatever kind, must 
be lively; and it needs looking to frequently, if it is anything buta 
perch, which I consider the best bass bait—and I am not alone in this 
opinion—for large bass. A perch will live longer than any other fish; 
is tougher; and fishing with two rods, on one a perch, on the other a 
minnow or shiner, or gold shiner, or silver shiner, the perch will be pre- 
ferred. For large bass use large bait. If one of your minnows gets cut 
or mutilated in any way, the jig is up for that bait, unless the bass are 
very hungry. I never caught a bass on a dead fish—I don’t remember 
that I ever tried. You can do as you like with the pronoun in first per- 
son singular that occurs so often, it is beyond me. GLENS FabLs. 

a 

—A few gentlemen wishing to joina first-class shooting and fishing 
association can hear of a favorable opportunity by addressing Game, 
this office,—[Ado, 
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Game Gag and Gun. 


GAME IN SEASON IN JANUARY. 


Hares, brown and gray. Wild duck, geese, see ge 
FOR FLORIDA. 
Deer, Wild Turkey, Woodcock, Quail, Quail, Sipe, Ducks and Wild Fowl. 


tc., coming under the group Limicole, or Shore 





for protection of quail ; 
season, owing to the bare ground. “WEBB. 


Massacuuserts— West Newbury, Jan. '7.—Whistlers numer- 
ous at upper end of Plum Island. Some little game A woods 


about here. 


just closed. 


fourteen brace to two guns. A fair breeding stock left over. 
A. 


Sharon, Dec. 29.—The Messrs. Cole, who have just returned 
from Michigan with 21 deer and one bear, report game plenty 
of grouse and quail have been made by 


there. Good bags 
several of our sportsmen. ELMER. 


Maryianp—Cumberland, Jan. 12.—Quail have been very 
plentiful this season pete ey that ween perished 
We have also had 

good woodcock shooting. Some of the largest deer ever cap- 
have been killed a few miles west of us in 
the aoe and the adjoining counties of West Vir, a 


jast winter from cold and want of 
tured in these parts 


Wild turkeys - very plenty, and pigeons (in the g 
the B. and O. R. 


destroyed a great deal of 
and come into the city, numbers being killed in private yards. 


were killed by sportsmen last fall. 
Frorwa—Lentes 


ducks. Owing to warm weather, Side a mty as usual ; 


minutes in her schedule. 
good. 


season. 


Missouri—Powellton, Atchson Co., Jan. 1.—The shooting 


here in the Northwest has been simply elegant this fall. 


Chickens and quail in abundance. Old Sol Ohl, the cham- 


pion snipe hunter, has made some huge bags. E. T. P. 


On10— Woodstock, Jan. 11.—Weathidt teenie ao oe 


quail crop next season. 


Sours-WexsTERN Ono, Jan. 10th.—Our hunting season has 
just closed; game has been exceedingly plenty, Fenn 3 ac- 
counted for from the fact that we were restricted from hunt- 


ing for two seasons past. Quail were more numerous than 


any season in my recollection. The season lasted one and a 


half months; the weather during that time being all that 


could be desired, no snow havin og nae for — ; am a 
le destruction of game 


thankful, as it prevented the whi 
** pot hunters.” The farmers here have had a very severe at- 
tack of the ‘‘ posting fever,” and are swearing vengeance on 
any one mameng on their premises. About a half dozen 
sportsmen have been arrested, most of 2 ied cola? guilty 
and paying their fine of from $7 to $i0 costs ; one, a 
market hunter, not pleading guilty, was bound over to court 
in the sum of $100. There has been some stock crippled too, 
milch cow shot in the udder. But I find there is no hunter 
these farmers detest as much as the market hunter ; one such 
person in our neighborhood has done more to set the land- 
owners against hunters than all the sportsmen put bogetines 5 
he shot between five and six hundred quail a shipped to 
city market. There is talk of passing a law this winter not to 
allow any huni "will bite for — ears—we tell them quail oe be 
so thick nine Some of our sportsmen made 
good scores eke season—two, three, and some four 
hundred aes a wr shot could bag from fifteen to twenty- 
five quail in a single day’s shooting. ‘* DAYBREAK.” 


Micniean—Detroit, Jan. 12.—W. Smith and R. Gay yes- 
terday bagged eight rabbits out of nine started. # 
UFUS. 


Wisconsin—Hebron, Jan. 5.—Game this fall was almost 
totally defunct, owing to the fine weather which prevailed 
during the month of  amad Few mallards and very 


wild ; no good bags mad: AMATEUR. 
A Goop Many ke oie New Orleans Picayune is re- 
sponsible for what it calls ‘‘the greatest shooting exploit ever 
performed in this country.” On the Teche snipe are abundant. 
A gentleman owning an estate there, so our authority affirms, 
is in the habit of shooting on the wing 800 snipe a day. Late- 
ly this sportsman in six days killed 1,960 snipe. Allowing 
six hours per day to the hunt, this would give about a snipe 
every minute. As our readers have been frequently informed 
by our Southern correspondents, snipe are fcund in enor- 


aaa te ieee eae a 
—The Ouvier Club of Cincinnati ga’ 


on to its friends on New Year's ; ey numerous 
ot te Ser 


invitations had been issued—for the 






















a” pons including va various species of er, sand 
piper Cees lew, oystet-catcher, surf birds, Bpiaiaropes, avoecet- 


New Hampssrre--Nashue, Jan. ePaper a favorable 
grouse abundant; good bags the last 
month. Not so much fox and rabbit hunting as usual at this 


Pennesyivania—Mahonington, Jan. 7.—Shooting season 
of quail in county reported was 


.R.) so thick that there was no port in 
shooting them. The squirrels last fall in their emigration 
in; as high as six and eight be- 

killed on one shock of corn before the others scampered 
off. So plentiful were they that they would swim the river 


Panthers seem to be rather plentiful. They are quite numer- 
ous in Garrett County (the glades adjoining us), and some 


Jan. 1,—Several enthusiastic sports- 
men are at Enterprise, they are making good A bags of quail and 
e 


red-heads, blue wing teal and golden eyes afford fair sport. 
Quail not so pet. this year as last, owing, I think, to the 
very wet summer killing the young ones. and turkeys 


very plenty, saddles only 8 cts,.per lb. The fast steamer, 
Wate Lily, that formerly ran on the Harlem River, now car- 
ries the mail on the Upper St. Johns. She seldom varies ten 


St. Augustine, Jan. 5.—Snipe, quail, and deer shooting 


Trxas—Galveston, Jan. 4.—Game abounds ~— on this 





Avpuson ee Jan. 9.--Hditor Forest and 
Strsom—The Ap 


» of this rape held their annual 
meeting ja 8. 


Treasurer's ere 
show a Soniclite of forty natnes on their rolls, no debt, 
and a comfortable cash pe gh the Treasury. The follow- 
or elected . for ee ee 


Pres.;. W. T. dobapen, _Pisst Pres.; Greene Smith, 
Second Vice-Pres Sec.; Abner Eeee Treas. 
Board of Diretoie a H. Thos. § J. Gilles- 
ie, Chas. Morris, N. C. ; Dr. N. a, ‘Kennel 


of an early match at glass 
teams of eight or ten men—between the Audubon and 
Chicago Clubs. G. B. 


Sours Brooxtyn Sporrsmen’s Crvus.—At a iets at 
their rooms, 988 Third Avenue, 8. B., the 7th inst., the fol- 
z ong ; Paul so Bassin; — i Sa = 
rony, ice- ° ° sen, 
Treas.; John = Sergeant a ieee. ; " 


FERRISsBURG ) SportsmeEn’s Cius.—The officers or cais 
efficient club who ‘tee been elected for the ensuing year are : 
President—Walker Field ; _Vice-President—M. . Hall; 


Secretary—R. Assistant Secretary— 
Bradburry sicamanaelines W. Field; Executive wo 
seomeh. dee A. Cadwell,‘Reuben Parker, F. A. Woodbridge, Daniel 
R. Young; Chaplain—Brevet-Rev. Joseph Birkett. 

Our Naw Yxar's Duoxs,—We are frequently called upon 
to acknowledge the receipt at this office of the kindly remem- 
brances of our friends. All kinds of fish and game have 
graced first our sanctum and then our table. Visions of a like 
savory gift came before us, as, New Year’s eve, we opened a 
box sent us by M. ©. Wedd, of Rochester. But, alas! the 
ducks were unpalatable—wooden ; in short, stones for bread. 
Our thanks are due, but what can we say with an empty 
stomach? Wooden decoys are all very well in their place, 
but don’t tantalize a hungry editor by such inedible gifts. 

Ira A. Paine AT Provinencr.—Mr. Paine has just closed 
& most successful engagement in Providence, at the Opera 
House, where he has been smashing the glass balls for the 
last week. The sportsmen generally in Providence, to whom 
glass ball shooting was novel, have expressed themselves as 
delighted with this new amusement, and in Rhode Island 
glass ball shooting will soon be the rage. 

Wnere THe WiLD Piézons Are.—Correspondents tell us 
that the pigeons were roosting on Tionesta Creek, east of the 
Alleghany River, in Forest and Warren Counties, about a 
month ago, A week ago they were roosting about six miles 
back of President, Venango Co., Pa. Several flocks flew 


over Petroleum Centre within the last few days. Trappers ° 


could have caught them here by thousands during November 
and December as they would come down to tame birds, and 
they flew in vast numbers mornings and evenings. Pigeon 
hunting and good sleighing seldom come together. 


Stunt ABLE To SHoor a Lirriz.—On Saturday afternoon, 
Jan. 19, Capt. Bogardus will shoot a match with Dr, Talbot, 
a well-known amateur shot. Capt. Bogardus gives Talbot 
50 broken balls in 100, Talbot to shoot at 50 balls, Bogardus 
100 balls to be sprung from one trap, screened from view of 
the shooter, and arranged to throw the balls each time in a 
different direction. Both to use the same gun, not to weigh 
more than 7} lbs. Capt. Bogardus will at any time shoot a 
match with Paine, giving him some odds. 


W. & C. Soorr & Sons’ Gons at Sonvyier, Harrrzy & 
Granam’s.—Such admirable specimens of arms made by W. 
& C. Scott & Sons, as were exhibited to us by Messrs, Schuy- 
ler, Hartley & Graham, we have rarely ever seen before. In 
some respects these guns were exceptional as to weight and 
bore. Fancy breech-loaders 5} lbs. to 5% Ibs., 26 to 28 ins. 
long, with a 20 bore, and loading with a shell charged with: 
2 to 24.drs. of powder and ? of an oz. of shot! Such beauties 
‘we are comparatively ignorant about in the United States 
where heavier guns are more in demand. Such small bores 
and light weights are, however, coming fast into use in Eng- 
land. As they are modified choke bores, of course they hit 
hard and true, but may require greater skill on the part of 
the shooter. These small bores may be considered as the re- 
finement of sport. The barrels are of ‘the finest laminated 
steel, with bar and rebounding locks, top snap and double 
bolt, extension rib, large head strikers, patent fire-end fasten- 
aauriaramcaae aaa aren 
and beautiful 
patient and eee at on can oi ek locks, 
breech movement, has been expended on these arms. ———, 

ler, Hartley & Graham exhibit a Scott & Sons’ gun of 
ee ee 84 in. 
barrel, w! was made the Paris exhibition. 
This arm is, andoubtediy. "tho th choicest gun we have ever set 
eyeson. Perhaps Messrs. Scott & Sons never built a more 
perfect arm. 

Wrra a Reminerow Rirtz.—A correspondent from the 
State of New York writes as follows: ‘1 shot a deer at sixty 
rods with # Remington rifle, 88-100 short cartridge. I put 
the ball through and through the deer. Iam sure to kill 
whenever I get a ball from a Remington itito'a deer. He 
always drops in his tracks. 

Fonp or tax Woops.—James P. Williams, Esq., Cashier of 
the National Bank of Schoharie, isan ardent sportsman. For 


the last twenty-two ‘yetirs Mr. Williams has not missed fishing 
or hunting in the Adirondack region. ‘His sojourn 
{ ofa month. - Tt #peaks’ well of Mr. Wiis we oat ss 


is generally 


the ‘woods, ahd’ We hope hhe“will long beable to ack the 
sylvan glades of John Brown's tratk. 
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Tur Frivest Turkey oF THE Szason.—Messrs. E. & A. 
Robbins, Fulton Market, have this week sent to Allen 
Gilmour, Esq., of Ottawa, Canada, by our order, one of the 
finest wild cock turkeys we ever saw. It is the selec~ 
tion of three weeks’ consignments, and was chosen for its size 
and plumage, it being intended for a Natural'History collection. 
Its weight was ponderous, its beard patriarchal, and the 
sheen of its bronze transcendent, Messrs. Robbins declare it 
to be the finest specimen received by them in many years, and 
we feel indebted for the pains they have taken to secure what 
was wanted. 

Reroorm.—A correspondent writesfus the following in regard 
to some theories of recoil, which have found publicity in our 
columns, and which theories we by no means indorsed : 

PHILaDELParA, Jan. 5. 

Eprror Forzst AND StrEAM AND Rop anp Gun—I have 
been very much amused at some of the articles on recoil that 
we have had lately, and which claim that the projectile has 
no-influence on the recoil. Have any of our friends ever got 
two loads of shot into one barrel (in former muzzle-loading 
days) and not have their shoulder sinz out on the subject 
feelingly? If they will fasten a rifle on a block, attach to it 
a spring balance made self-registering so as- to take the recoil, 
and then fire it with a bullet, and then without a bullet, they 
will be satisfied that the weight of the projectile is a very im- 
portant feature in recoil. N. 

A Question to “Srratant-Borr.”—-Hditor Forest and 
Stream.—I would like to ask *‘Straight-Bore” why, if thg re- 
coil takes place after the ball leaves the gun, a heavy gun 

ives, with the same charge of powder and lead, so much 
tter penetration than a light one? Yours truly, 
Washington, NV. J., Dee. 31, 1877. E. N. Mitten. 


Cartan Bogarpus.—The rentree of this celebrated shot at 
the Tivoli Theatre after his wonderful effort of skill and en- 
durance drew a very large attendance. Though still suffering 
somewhat in the muscles of his right arm, during his special 
performance not a miss was made. The captain broke ten 
singles thrown from behind the screen ; next broke fourteen 
balls in the minute; after that he pulled three balls, smashing 
them, and concluded by makinga neat double. The Tivoli 
Theatre was crowded on the occasion, and the captain for his 
skill and gallant mien was rapturously applauded. Captain 
Bogardus will shoot during the present week at the Tivoli 
Theatre. 


—A correspondent corrects our statement that the close 
season for quail in Maryland begins Feb. 1. We took our in- 
formation from the law as published in the current number of 
Fur, Fin and Feather, and are indebted to our correspondent 
provided our authority is wrong. 

a 
$20,000 CHALLENGE TO BOGARDUS 
AND DR. CARVER. 





Eprrorn Forms? AND STREAM: ’ 
Being desirous of giving an exhibition of my skill with the shot-gun, 


I will offer the following challenges : 1st, I can break more glass balls 
than any man in the world. (I say this because every one else does.) 
2a. Ican break more glass balls than there are in the world at this 
present time. 3d. I can break more balls at 26 yards standing on a No. 
8 wad than any man in the world can at 30 standing on horseback, 4th. 
I can break more Winchester rifles, or rather break more{balls with one 
at 20 paces, than Dr. Carver can at 10 witha bow and arrow. Rhode 
Island roles, plung trap; each man to trap and gather his own balls. 
Parties meaning business will apply soon, and arrangements will be 
made ot once with the U. M. C. Oo. for several million shells, Mr. 
Hobbs will be only too glad to furnish them, 

The Laflin & Rand Co., also Hazzard, Dupont & Dittmar, will go into 
ecstaises at the mere thought of furnishing free all the powder neces- 
sary, and Ely Bros, will stand a sight draft for a half ton of pink edge 
wads, Tathem, Otis LeRoy and the Sparks estate will, no doubt, get 
into a lawsuit as to who will furnish the most shot; but as this isa 
matter of no moment, we will not discuss it here. I will say to the gun 
trades that I have a gun—in fact, several of them—and therefore will 
anticipate the thousand and one offers of choke-bores, taper-bores, cy- 
linders and bell-muzzles that are tobe made. I shall be delighted if 
my friend, Geo. Hayden, of Jacksonville, Ill., will consent to be present 
to prevent any “ crookedness,” and if “ Gloan ” willbe on hand to set- 
tle legal questions, he will be entitled to traveling expenses and — 
of , 


Philadelphia, Jam, 15, 1878. 
————— 9 


SPORTING NOTES FROM THE LOWER 
COUNTIES OF CALIFORNIA. 





EprTor FoREST AND STREAM: 

In the latter part of December, the most attractive sport is the pur- 
uit of wild geese. These are fairly domiciled in the grain flelds and 
water courses of the lower counties, and growing immensely fat from 
feeding on the young, tender barley. They are approached in the 
fields by wagen or by saddle, the gunner in the latter case screening 
himself from view by walking close to the horse on the opposite side 
from the game. In the warm, sunny hours of midday, the flats of the 
Santa Anna River are well eovered with the immense gray geese, 
whose summer home is in the Arctic region. There are also tne 
smaller varieties which have neck and wings of pure white. 

Starting out any of these fine winter days, with lower limbs well en- 
cased in water-tight boots and leggings, with a good breech-loader and 
retriever, & day can be well spent among the miniature islands of this 
river. The latter seem specially adapted for the fowler. Thecurrent 
makes its way in numerous shallows, nowhere over the boot in depth, 
flowing over a dazzling white quicksand, the latter being not in the 


least dangerous to traverse, as it rapidly packs in a hard mass after a | 


few footsteps in the same place. It is onthe wide, shallow flats, con- 
veniently sprinkled with hammocks or miniature islands of tules and 
pushes, that the geese and mallards bask themselves in the midday 
sun. Decoy shooting for the former has not been practiced here as 
yet, but as they have their favorite haunts om the river, and as obser- 
vation has shown me that large numbers will frequently alight where 
one or two are occupying @ favorable position, it appears probable 
that if the above method was practiced in such localities, with several 
tame geese a8 decoys, or wild ones stuffed, great numbers could be 


Pee tly met with 
shot, down... Jn ening BONg:EBS va Sah A can |S 


which cannot be 





or 100 yards before their reluctance, to move was Overcome, they ‘yen- 


erally leaving, as a penalty, one or two of their number behind. 
Mallard, and several other varieties of large ducks, are quite plenti- 
ful; also the diminutive but ever-welcome teal, the above getting in 
fine condition feeding on the wild celery which grows Juxuriantly in 
these parts. Just scarce enough to make them highly acceptable 
when bagged, are the Wilson snipe, which are eagerly sought after by 
San Fratcisco epicures, Before closing I would state that quail, as 
usual, are very numerous, and a day among the Arroyas, to the south 
of R , Or On the brush plains to the north of the Southern Pacific 
R. R., will generally bring you a well-filled bag. Unfortunately, the 
services of our canine friends are not as necessary here as in the East, 
owing to the generally open nature of the ground, ‘thus depriving us 
of one of the chief pleasures connected with bird hunting; but since 
the brush plains above mentioned are found to abound with the quail, 
their use and necessity become more apparent. Two Englishmen, 
shooting for the San Francisco market In the above-named locality 
with dogs, are reported to have brought in forty dozen as the result 
of one day’s work, As for larger game, our old friend, Uncle P., was 
down from Mount Sau Bernardino a few days since, reporting b’ars 
searce, but deer very plenty. Engaged in hunting stray stock re- 
cently, he had brought down three during the day while in the moun- 
tain valleys to the south. A regular hunt, with horses and dogs, a 
somewhat unusual occurrence here, resulted in the capture of seven 


fine deer. J. 
———————_+@+ 


ANOTHER FUSILADE. 


Mr, Epiror : ms 

So many correspondents of the great quadrilateral (F. and 8, and R. 
and G.) have been firing off their guns at recoil theories, merits of 
guns, etc., that Ifeel surcharged myself, and seek relief by firing my 
own g—— squib. On the recoil theories I simply make this suggestion, 
if recoil does not take place until afier the charge has left the muzzle 
of the gun, why is it that a rusty or rough bore will kick like a mule 
with a small load, and no recoil be perceptible after the bore is emeried 
smooth ? 

In regard to altering muzzle-loaders to breech-loaders, any gun can 
be altered to use brass shells, but for paper shells the breech of gun 
must be of a certain thickness. The method proposed by your corres- 
pondent, S. L. Hart, is defective, as the screw holes in barrels are an 
element of weakness. The lugs should be brazed or silver soldered, 
which will make the joint as strong nearly as the metal itself. Soft 
solder will not do. I have kaowledge of one instance in which the 
solder gave way, planting the shell in the sportsman’s face, and mak- 
ing its mark for life—happily the eyes were not permanently injured. 
The gunmakers charge from $40 to $100 to convert a muzzle-loader to 
a breech-loader. What the actual cost of the job is I will not pretend 
say, but have been assured by an expert that $25 will pay for a first- 
class job,@nail breeches, centre fire, etc. If gunmakers can and will 
do such jobs for $25, and will let it be known, they may be assured of 
thousands of good muzzle-loaders to convert. At present prices—un- 
less @ man hasan extraordinary fine gun—it will not pay to have it 
converted, as he can buy a new breech-loader, of good material and 
finish, for less than the cost of convertiag the old gun. If money is no 
Object, buy a breech-loader, and lay your old gun on the shelf. If im- 
pecunious, let me whisper in your ear that you can make as good a bag 
with your old friend as with the best $300 breech-loader ever imported, 
and if out for an All day shoot, have a lighter load of ammunition to 
carry. The chief advantage of a breech-loader is its convenience in 
charging ammunition, and the ease with which it is cleaned. I have 
both systems in use, and know whereofI wriie. A new gun c-n be 
sold at retail fer from $50 to $75 that will shoot as well and wear as 
long as 8 $300 gun. Any amount above this is simply so much paid 
for the gratification of the eye, and adds nothing to the real value of 
the gan. The $50 to $75 gun should have laminated steel barrels and 
fine quality steellocks. Laminated steel will outwear two twist or 
Damascus barrels. A fine Damascus barrel is beautful, but I have never 








seen one that would keep smooth inside without the constant use of 


emery. Indeed, as far as a: fine surface is concerned, I think that 
homogeneous steel, such as Remington puts in his $45 guns, will wear 
better than the finest. Damascus ever made. Will not some one who 
has the conveniences—Remington, for instance—experiment with 
homogeneous steel, and relievejour minds of all doubt as to its strength? 
Can; barrels of homogeneous steel be made as light as twist or Damas- 
cus, and stand the same proof charges? Is there any danger of the 
metal becomirg crystalline? A few words as to the case of muzzle- 
loaders: Always clean your gun before putting it away, and occasionally 
remove the breeches and polish the interior with fineemery. If you 
use the old style nipples, throw them away and buy a pair of reversed 
cone nipples, you can then use coarse powder, and not be troubled 


with misfires, thereby making better pattern with increased penetra- 


tion and less recoil, Fora gun to carry all day, use a 16 to 14-gauge, 
6% to7 lbs, weight. Such a gun, with 2% to2% drs. coarse powder, 


and % oz, No. 8 American shot will fetch anything at forty yards, if 
held right. A 10-gauge gun would require at least 3% to 4 drs. powder 


and 144 02. shot to be equally certain at the same distaace (both guus 
to be same style boring), and if of no greater weight the recoil would 


be demoralizing. TEn Broxck. 
PIGEON MATCHES. 





Brooxtyn Drivese Parxk—Parkville, L. 1., Jan. 9, 1878.— 
Pigeon shooting ; monthly handicap contest of the Fountain 
Gun Club for a gold badge. Twenty-four contestants at 7 
birds each ; 80 yards boundary ; 1} ounces of shot; H and T 
traps; the club rules to govern, 

CR Darfee..........2+..28 yas..... sediees esvseseol 
Miller.... 1 ook 
Cleaner. . 


Madieon.. 
De Fraiue.. 





Henderson......++«: oe 95 ace eovceges 
O'COMMOL... veeccseceenslh — seevevececceccensces 
TD MBG ile d<cevzet te ebcscdctces Weediecdl 
HANs€D ..cseee ees eeesee St. vececcccces-secesseeh 9 O 1 1-8 

Messrs. Steele (21), Ji (28), Hunter (21), Byrne (21), 
each killed two birds; Livingston and Sheridan one, and 
Hawks failed to kill any. 

Mr. Walters, of L. I. 8. C., was referee. Time of shoot- 
ing—Two hours and two minutes. 


Lone Istann—Denter Park, Jamaica Road, Jam. 11, 1978. 
jland Gea Club, Sweepstakes, $2; nine enttion $18 wie 
n ub. we ; Ww i 
was divided into two parts—@19 © thecal: es 


CrMsocoHooOSoH OM OMe eH 
Be tk St et St St et es i 
tS tt tO ee 
SSM COR eH HOM RHC OMM 
SS St tt Se i es 
> 
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B46 
80 yards boundary; 1 
Tules to govern. ¢ 
wed ceo cccdsed O FUG 
prececes eeeede sors aveck! * Oo] 


Pete eee eeeesene see 


shilis loaded with swan Or buck shot, afid eierging into plain view, | Broid 


, lokly towarll them, the writer hes frequently got within 80 





Same Day—Sweepstakes, $2 each, at three birds, had eight 
contestants ; total, dividéed—$10 to;first. and $6 to the 
second ; the other ions-as.above. 









Williamst... BSF T5B SOROS. a5 be nsesan ngeod tarsi ld “eed 
Broadwayt 111-8 Martin .* 11-2 
Hancef... -111—3 Ward.. ait 
Gillett, .... coph. B Tih Ries i ngeadedsecesss cscs 0014-1 





t Divided the money. 

Same Day: e8, $2 each, at three birds, had eight 
contestants ; total, $10, divided—g6 to 
second; the other conditions as above. 
WAP? . igs dvd ccanccigescveesl EB. Hemet. cscic-sceedsveares 2 1012 


Broadw: -«-) 11—8 Thomas,...........+0. sone O Oi 
HHIORG Sccncecagasece eoeeel 1 0-2 


t Divided the money. 


Referee, Mr. Charles Dexter. Time of shooting, two hours 
and forty-five minutes. 


F 
d 
z 
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PENNSYLVANIA—Germa: Dec. 26.—Match between 
Greenwood, of this city, and J. Wistenmeyer, of Phila. ; 21 
birds, 21 yards. The score was: 


Greenwood ......00...+ see 11111111011°%011111111—18 
Wistenmeyer.............. 11101°01°%1111221111 1 1—17 


Christmas team shoot ; 12 balls, 18 yards; Bogardus’ trap 
and rules. Score as follows: 


1 
1 


Karaner.......scecccecccetersveee sesecceel 191 2-2111:1111—19 
Edgard.......... eeececesece Cheese vacseces 00000000011 0— 2-4 
EMOSY......c0cccecsee ceeee see cesnesceel 1101101111 1—10 
WO. aso dake caeiesonetadss<steresians 01000010111 0— 5—15 


In sweepstakes, five single birds at 21 yards, Emory and 
Karsner tied on five; shoot off won by latter on three. 
Thomas and Edgard tied on four and divided second money. 
Match at 25 yards; Emory and Karsner tied at 31 yards; 
Emory won by three. 


Waoo Gun CiuB.—The Waco Gun Club shot, Jan. 1, for 
three elegant silver prizes ; 15 glass balls ; Bogardus’ rules: 






G B Gerald.... eoeee9 1101111111100 0—10 
W E Cresop. +111101101011101—11 
WT Lane... «1111111100111 1 1-18 
S A Gariand. 111001011111001—10 
ae ose 100100111101110—9 
SOM ois eee eek ce «eel 1111110111211 0 0O—12 
Wiletcdus (Sécdncccusecacaenscsaudies 1111111110101 1 0—12 
JF TNOMPBON, ........cceeeeeceeccnces 011000111010111~9 
We ey i icina doewesvenedectsewtssdns 011111010111011—11 
eee iiettaess+ccccmns Coe eocvcvace 101001011111190—9 
Ties on twelve for second prize, 
SOrg..cccecsees eccssecel O:1 1 1—4,, Schmid,.............4 1101 0-3 
Ties on eleven for third prize. 
Cresop....csecee ..0s21 1111—5 Almond,............... 11101—¢4 
Waco. 


CrnomnnaTi SHooTING anD Fisnina CLus—Thursday, Dec. 
27.—Match at 15 single birds; plunge traps. Three prizes 
aoe shot for—a hunting: coat, keg of powder, and a hat. 
Score : 





W Caldwell...... 11111111111111-45 
J A Jones........ 1110111111111 1—14 
R MeGraw.. ---01111111011111 1-18 
D T Disney 2 010111111111111—18 
a, Sy 11101111111011 1-18 
PW Reinshagen.21 -111011110100000—8 
W Y Sedam...... ME acdns sentences 011101160100011~8 
C W Epply eS, +-+:011000010110111—8 

OOWE «cae ae BW sescevsccee,e-e 011011111005 

On tie for third, Disney won on five straight birds, 

——————__>—+ 9 + 


To Coton Mrgrsonaums.—He was a grave man. We 
respected him highly, because we never yet had seen any 
human being with such a talent for coloring meerschanm 
pipes. He never talked much, he mostly smoked. He recalled to 
our mind the party who, when he died, had no one to utter a 
good word for him, save one sympathetic creature who said 
over his mortal remains, ‘‘Well, he was a good smoker.” He, 
our Own smoker, was not a communicative person ; but, once 
being out of tobacco, we gave him some Vanity Fair, and won 
his heart. ‘‘I will tell you,” said he, between his puffs, 
“*how it is done.” He exhibited his pipe. It was mahogany, 
rich umbre, the delicate tints of Sienna, Vandyke Brown, 
with a creamy whiteness above that line of demarkation which 
only the true meerschaum smoking amateur understands, 
‘‘Imprimis, buy a Kaldenberg pipe,” he said. ‘I have bought 
pipes in London, Paris, Dresden, Berlin, Munieh, Venice, St. 
Petersburg, but the best I ever purchased were made by Kal- 
denberg. It is the material, the choice material which Kal- 
denberg selects, which does it. It is only a silicate of magnesia, 
you know, and the froth of the sea is fudge. Smoke slowly, 
and above all be careful. Don’t lay your pipe around, A 
scratched pipe is a horrible thing. It is dreadful to think 
how dumb people are. Do you remember when folks used to 
swathe pipes in buckskin, as if they were mummies? It was 
all stuff. Now,’ as to the theory of coloring, your maker boils 
his pipe in wax; and why? It isn’t to increase the capillary 
action. That’s nonsense, too,. It is done because the surface 
of the meerschaum can be polished. ‘The wax is there, and 
can be burnished, making the pipe glossy. I have had pipes 
of meerschaum undressed, without wax. They were neither 
good tasted, nor were they ever colored. Now, suppose we 
take a piece of stone and break it, can you see any prettiness 
of color or shade there? Now, take and polish it, and out. 
comes the color. It is the glazed and even surface whieh, 
reflecting the light, intensifies the color. Don’t you see? 
Scratch a fairly colored pipe, and the scratch shows almost 
white. Of course the oil of the tobacco dogs come through, 
whichimparts the shade which polishing deepens. Understand? 
What are youtodo? Why, get piece of canton-flannel, 
after you have smoked your pipe, then rub your pipe bow] 
clean, Don’t be slovenly, and leave ashes in your pipe case. 
Tobacco ash, containing silica, cuts the pipe like sandpaper. 
That's all. Firat, Kaldenberg, and then a polish. Some more 
tobacco,” Then the grave man lapsed into quietude. After 
an hour’s silence he said, ‘‘I never broke a pipe in my life.” 
We must confess that we did not credit this assertion. “It 
was always other people who did it,” he said, reflectively. We 
hasten, then, to give this explanation of how to color, a.pipe 
for those who intend putting their minds to the tusk. My. 
irs says our informant was right boyh in theory and 
pract; 
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Vioror Emanvugy.—On reading of the death of the King of 
Italy all true sportsmen will express their regrets. For a king, 
Victor Emanuel was a bluff, honest and hearty man, and had 
endeared himself in the hearts of all Italians. Passionately 
devoted to hunting, he sought in the chase that wholesome 
relaxation from the cares of statesmanship. The title of 
Re gallantuomo will long be remembered when associated with 
Victor Emanuel, who, in more respects than one, resembled 
the best belovedof all the French Kings—Henri Quatre. May 
St Hubert, the patron saint of hunters, find a place for this 
brave king in the region of the blest ! 

a 

Ovr Cuess DerartMEent.—With this week’s issue we add 
to our columns a Chess Department, which, we trust, will be 
an additional attraction to our pages and of interest to a large 
number of our readers. Chess playing has ever been regard- 
ed as a high intellectual recreation, and the beauties of its 
varied and marvelous combinations engaged more than the 
passing attention of statesmen, generals, philosophers, poets 
and cultured minds for centuries past. The patient re- 
searches and investigations of different chess authors would 
form quite a library of themselves, and net a little astonish 
the uninitiated should he attempt to obtain such a collection, 
or be lead by a sudden inclination to inquire into the charac- 
ter of their contents. In the dark ages chess was only 
known to the nobility, and regarded with superstition and awe 
by the commoner; but happily the game has now extended 
to all classes and justly become a favorite pastime ; and al- 
though of Oriental origin, it has now no confines, and is to- 
day, perhaps, more popular in America than elsewhere. The 
names of its eminent and illustrious masters will remain ever 
green so long as this world exists. Our readers, therefore, 
should find an occasional spare moment to devote to chess, 
justly called the ‘‘royal game,” as did Napoleon, Frederick 
the Great, Franklin, and countless men of genius in the past. 

9 

Porr Royat as a Port or Entey.—Efforts sre now being 
made to have a port of entry established at Port Royal, S. C. 
This harbor, which is the most capacious on the South At- 
‘ lantic coast, will, without doubt, ultimately be the terminus 
of the great railroad lines now contemplated, and thus form 
he outlet for the products of the West and Southwest. 


&@” There are a very large number of letters at this office | the flight of birds and to interpret footprints in the grass. 


for the gentleman who advertised in our columns for a grazing 


| range in Colorado or Texas. We have notified him three 


times by mail without result. 
0 
Tue Orp Guarp Batt.—The arrangements for the Old 
Guard ball, to be held Jan. 24, at the Academy of Musi¢, are 
being rapidly completed, and if we may judge from the ready 
sale of tickets and boxes the event will be most. success- 
ful. Within the last few days boxes have been secured 
for the officers of the Ninth and Twenty-second Regiments, 
the staff of the Governors of New York and Massachusetts, 
and for Gen. Varian and his staff ; Mayor Stokley, of Phila- 
delphia, a number of army and navy officers, and many of the 
foreign Consuls at New York have accepted invitations. 
Messrs. Taylor & Gelston, of the St. Denis, will furnish the 
ball supper in Nilsson Hall. The music will be by Downing’s 
military and Bernstein's string bands. 
+ a 
Our ConeratTuLations. —We offer our best wishes to our 
brilliant French contemporary, La Chasse Illustree, on the 
completion of its tenth year. Under the capital management 
of M. de Ja Blanchere and his talented assistants this journal, 
for solid information and brilliant writing, has no equal. 
With correspondence from all parts of the world, the informa- 
tion which it often affords us we are only too glad to ac- 
knowledge. Apart from the excellence of the text, Za Chasse 
Iilustree is perfect as to illustrations and general typography. 
We are quite certain that its future success will surpass even 
the expectations of its proprietors. 
+ 
VACATION RAMBLES IN MICHIGAN, 
WISCONSIN AND MINNESOTA.—No. 11. 





By rae Eprror. 
January 12, 1878. 


My Reapers: My last letter touched of sport among the 
sharp-tails near Brainerd. Something of what follows will 
refer to my hunt among the pinnated grouse in the southern 
part of the State, of which my compagnon du voyege, John 
Swainson, Esq., editor of the Swedish Pioneer, of St. Paul, 
has already written at length. 

While at Brainerd I was encouraged to go West into Daco- 
tah by our mutuat friend, Jerome Marble, Esq., of Worcester, 
Mass., whose special car had stood on a side track over Sun- 
day. He had his family along, with two English officers as 
guests, Capts. Fitz Matthew and Messiter. Engagements, 
however, prevented my accepting his courtesy, and so I lost 
the opportunity to contribute my quota to his big bag of 180 
birds. Retracing my steps eastward along the line of the 
Northern Pacific Railroad, I reached the junction at Thomp- 
son, and then ran due south along the line of the Lake Supe- 
rior and Mississippi Road to St. Paul, the officers having 
courteously sent me passes. The first part of the route is 
wild, but the lower portion‘is much occupied by settlements ; 
and there are some noted watering-places, chief among which 
is Lake Minnetonka. The greater part of the route is nearly 
parallel with the St. Croix River, which is the boundary be- 
tween Wisconsin and Minnesota, and at Rush City it touches 
it.- There are many places where excellent entertainment is 
provided, and the sportsman can get all the big and small 
game he wants by making one of these places his headquar- 
ters. No trouble about obtaining guides, white or red. 

Of the scenery.around St. Paul, as observed from the river, 
the guide books have spoken with abundant enthusiasm. 
The city is chiefly perched upon a limestone cliff, into whose 
base huge vaults have been excavated for the accommodation 
of beer, whose quality is said even to exceed that of Milwau- 
kee. These cliffs impinge upon the river, and being inter- 
rupted by seams of sandstone, water has percolated through 
tlie latter in many places and worn out caves of great or less 
extent, which for years afforded hiding-places and council- 
chambers for the Indian tribes. The broad sweep of the Mis- 
sissippi incloses an island, most conveniently located for a 
pier of the bridge which crosses the river. Several miles 
above St. Paul is the suspension bridge which unites St. An- 
thony to Minneapolis. This group of three cities, with their 
varied industries, especially the great lumber and grain inter- 
ests, constitutes a commercial centre of no small significance 
and stir. It is difficult to imagine a financial depression that 
can vitally affect the great combination. The fur trade is an 
important item of itself, and as long as a great scattered pop- 
ulation exists in.the country beyond, it will look to St. Paul 
as its source of supply. It is said that those who once take 
up their residence in the city never remove. 

Twenty years ago St. Paul remained, as it had long been, the 
outpost of our Northwestern frontier. There was no civili- 
zation beyond, except the depots of the fur companies. The 
brave pioneer merchants who bartered with the half breeds in 
summer, when the Red River wagon trains came down from 
Pembina, found leisure, autumn and winter, for manly sport. 
Trained in the school of frontier experiences, and familiarized 
with all the soft and harsher features of the border, the lads 
who are now the middle-aged men of the city became adepts 
in the field.’ They carried the gun for pastime and the rifle 
for personal protection. Gentlemen who sauntered forth on 
the prairies and bottoms in those days after grouse and snipe 
were apt to meet swarthy interlopers. Frequent intercourse 
made them familiar with their tricks and their manners. 
Unpleasant little episodes taught them to scrutinize distant 
objects, and to scan closely and study those natural or abnor- 
mal phenomena termed ‘‘signs.” Théy learned to divine by 


———— ET 
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Every turned blade or broken twig had a meaning, and the 
distant smoke on the horizon was a manifestation. Game 
was abundant all around, and the hearts of the hunters 

warmed to the chase. Powder was never burned in vain. No 

wonder that the sportsmen of St. Paul to-day are among the 

best in the land. Almost all of the old lads are alive yet, with 
constitutions like iron, hardened by tough training, and a 
longevity that winks at tables of life: insurance companies. 
No wonder they made gcod soldiers in the war, habituated as 
they were to expedients and emergencies, pot luck and hard 
knocks. On the grand old, meadows, around Fort Snelling, 
and within hail of the sentry, that,old frontiersman, Gen. H. 
H. Sibley, whom the quondam readers of the Spirit. of the 
Times will recognize as ‘t Hal-a-Dacotah,” has shot woodcock 
by the bagfull. There are Norman Kittson and H. M. Rice, 
his contemporaries, and Col. Uline, of the Minnesota Cavalry; 
A. H. Hamilton, now Treasurer of the Sioux City Railroad ; 
Horace Thompson, President. of the First National Bank; 
Reuben Warner; and Wm. Golcher, who made guns for them 
all; and a score of gentlemen a few years younger, who could 
tell us of the ponderous strings of snipe and ducks they once 
brought in from the sloughs on the. river bottoms, the ruffed 
grouse from the ridges, and the deer from the adjacent tim- 
ber and open prairie. They would smoke up a twenty-five 
pougd canister of ‘* Vanity Fair” tobacco before their yarn 
was fullyspun. It is somewhat different now in these days, 
when the locomotives of balf a dozen railway lines rumble 
out continually, and all the country round about is daily 
walked over and beaten up by the resident gunners of a city 
which has become metropolitan; yet there is game to be 
found near by, and the knowing ones will guarantee you a 
bag of birds at the proper season within a few miles of town. 
For a day’s shooting this is well enough; but sometimes a 
man feels like several days, and then he is seldom at a lose 
what place to choose, as the several railway lines afford him 
quick transportation to choice localities, 

Some of the more wealthy and devoted sportsmen of St. 
Paul keep a complete wagon outfit constantly on hand, send- 
ing it in a box car hither and yon at will. E. R. Warner, 
Esq., Superintendent of the American Express Company, has 
ingeniously transformed an express wagon into a hunting 
cart, with sections for ice, provisions, and equipments ; 
racks for guns, lockers for ammunition, and a canvas-covered 
kennel large enough for half a dozen dogs. A canvas awning 
provides shade, and side curtains can be buttoned on for pro- 
tection against rain. The seats are fitted with easy springs, 
and the sides are so low that it is easy to mount and dismount, 
which is a great advantage on a hunt for grouse. 

Placing this wagon and team upon one of the trains of the 
Sioux City Railroad, we followed the beautiful valley of the 
Minnesota River for several hours, and then crossing a belt of 
heavy timber which bisects the State, ran out on an open 
prairie and halted at a town called Madelia, where we were 
well accommodated. Large farms and pretty towns of vary- 
ing population bad lain all along the route, and the numerous 
grain elevators at the way stations told of the natural: pro- 
ductiveness of the land. Until we emerge from the timber 
we have seen little that strikes the stranger as novel; but on 
the prairie an observant person will notice that the pretty 
groves which surround the farm houses and cottages, and the 
trees that line the streets of the villages, have all been planted 
out, Very little native shrubery is seen except at long inter- 
vals, or upon the banks of the creeks. Not far from Madelia 
is a pretty stream called Wahtondon, and a little further east 
is a private demesne known as Crystal Lake, which is one of 
the prettiest residences imaginable, embellished throughout 
with discriminating taste. These beautiful lakes of pure 
water are characteristic of Minnesota, and are so frequent 
that they constitute one-thirty-sixth part of the entire area of 
the State. Given a lake and a rolling prairie one can lay out 
and perfect a charming home in the few years which are re- 
quired for his transplanted trees to grow. Sometimes a ledge 
of rock crops out, and this gives additional advantages for 
landscape gardening. Not far east from Crystal Lake there 
is a beautiful fall of water over a rocky ledge some sixty feet 
high, with picnic grounds in the neighborhood. With these 
little reminders I prod my Eastern readers to remember that 
the prairies I write of are no longer desert and unoccupied 
wastes. Farms extend clear across the State on the lines of 
railroad, and homesteaders have taken up sections at consider- 
able distances from these lines. To the traveller by rail little 
remains to indicate crudeness or’primitive condition. There 
are comparatively few fences on the prairie, wood being 
scarce ; but hedges are substituted with great advantage to 
the landscape. 

Wandering apart from the railroad, the grouse hunter seeks 
the vicinity of the most distant grain fields where the birds 
are least liable to be molested. The grain having been cut, 
and no fences to intercept, he drives his wagon pretty much 
at will from native grass to stubble, conscientiously avoiding 
standing corn and acres of newly-plowed ground, doing no 
damage whatever, and seldom meeting objection from the farm- 
ere. The farms are not always contiguous to each other by 
any means, and houses are frequently miles apart. The prairie 
here is more undulating than i in the northern part of the State, 
and the sweep of outlines more diversified. One roves listlesaly 
from mound to dell, now dropping into an intervale which 
wholly shuts out the view, and anon mountiog a knoll from 
whose summit billows of grass, like swells of ocean, ate 
to the horizon in all conceivable curves, peacefully islanded 
here and there with drooping elms and clumps of black-jack 
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or traversed by lines of stately cottonwoods and willows 
which mark the courses of the creeks. In the bottoms the 


grass is rank, sweeping to the armpits; but the prairie grass 
is for the most part short and thickly mixed with weeds and 
flaring flowers which emit a pungent aroma. Mouse-colored 
gophers heap up their mounds of earth over every square rod, 
while sand rats and crawfish burrow in the intervening spaces. 
These gophers go for the farmers’ corn with insatiable 


repacity. They have natural pockets on each of their chaps, 


which they cram with the grain until they can’t see. Then 
they carry the grain to their burrows and go for more—and 
seldom go far—do these gophers. In such large proportion do 
they contribute to the sustenance of the hawks which con- 
stantly hover about, that it is doubtful whether it be expedient 
to destroy the hawks for the sake of saving the grouse. As 
the wagon jounces along, meadow larks, flickers, sparrows, 
and: ring-doves fly up from the cover, and presently settle 
down agein. Meanwhile the hawks, of several varieties, 
which have been idling overhead, take advantage of the 
momentary disturbance to make successful swoops. Occasion- 
ally we let off a cartridge at one of them. Old dogs do not 
like to retrieve wounded hawks, The elat which usually 
attaches to such an achievement is embarrassing to their 
native modesty. Sportsmen regard hawks as belonging to 


that class of trifles which should be handled with gloves. 


We often read of the hazy atmosphere of the prairies, but 
the word haze has no application. On the contrary, the air is 
so transparent that distant objects seem close by; while in 
heated midsummer the lower stratum is often disturbed by re- 
fractions and wavelets of light, such as one detects on the 
outside of a stove, which have the opposite effect of making 
near objects appear distant, though not shadowy or indistinct. 
Looking off on the horizon, where the green meets the blue, 
we observe a belt of timber apparently miles away. Its lines 
are toned and softened into the semblance of clouds, yet as 
tangible and intensely vivid as the shapes which the sunlight. 
throws through the stained-glass windows of a.church, or the 
prismatic hues of the rainbow. Gazing intently at it, we dis- 
cover a tawny animal of immense proportions, half the height 
of the trees, coursing along the edge of the timber. Almost 
before we have time to conjecture or become astonished, we 
have arrived at the spot ang find that the creature was only a 
small coyote, or prairie wolf, and the gigantic timber merely a 
strip of gnarled and stunted black-jack. Again, surmounting 


a knoll, we overlook a valley of apparently great extent, 


sweeping gracefully to a parallel eminence opposite, and filled 
with such shadowy repose and softened hues that Tom Moore’s 
Vale of Cashmere seems no longer an oriental dream. On the 
farther elevation are objects whose outlines seem sharply de- 
fined, but the filling of the picture is so blurred and blended 
that we cannot determine whether it represents a large barn or 
a haystack of enormous size. A few minutes’ walk, however, 
will bring us to a small bush or pile of weeds! In the far 
distance is apparently a sandstone cliff, flanked by grassy 
bluffs of richest green. When we reach it, we find only a 
patch of coffee-colored marl cropping out of a rise in the 
prairie. In like fashion the golden stacks of grain on the tops 
of knolls gleam in the sun like sulphur-capped cones of vol- 
canoes. And so, throughout all the landscape, one continually 
meets the like phenomena. A few rosin weeds or mullein 
stalks a furlong off may take the semblance of a clump of 
trees, orf a horse and buggy be transformed into an army 
wagon or load of hay, When the waves of refracted light are 
multiplied the true mirage results, and then every object be- 
comes distorted out of al] true character. One of the most 
comical effects is produced by a flock of cranes dancing. It 


is **too funny fogsamything.” Stage shadows are nowhere. 
First, their legs 


these wings presently change to panniers; one of the donkeys 
kicks up behind, turns a somersault and swallows himself; 
the rest follow suit, and all blend into an elephant with 


twenty pairs of legs; then cranes’ necks begin to stretch up 


out of the body, and keep on stretching until they get so thin 
that they break off ; legs turn to a file of soldiers, front dress, 


eyes right ; all simultaneously bring their hands to their hips 


and lift themselves into the air by the waistbands; elbows 
grow into huge wings, and as they fly off they change back 
into the cranes which have taken flight at our approach. 

Cranes are wary birds and difficult to approach, and since 
they make a most palatable dish sportsmen are proud to count 
them among their trophies. Their flesh is white, and es- 
pecially toothsome when boiled or made into a pot-pie. Vari- 
ous are the subterfuges and stratagems employed to circum- 
vent them. ‘The best method is to drive as near as possible 
without seeming to observe them—not directly, but with a 
detour—and, when the wagon is prudently near, let one or 
two of the gunners quietly drop off behind, while the wagon 
passes along out of distance. By carefully crawling through 
the grass, the gunners can sometimes approach within fair 
gunshot. 

It was as hot as Tophet when we beat up the prairies around 
Medalia. The sky was cloudless, the thermometer marking 


“97 deg. in the shade, and the wind blowing a red-hot gale 


from the southwest. It was more tolerable in the shade under 
a lee than in the full sweep of the wind. The birds, how- 
ever, were more numerous than we had found them before, 
and we scored twenty-four brace for our united bag. Nearly 





mixed up and interlaced that each pair 
seems to belong to the whole flock. Presently the legs begin 
to thrust, cut and parry, like a hand-to-hand combat with 
swords ; heads and bodies swell into balloons ; out steps one leg 
and kicks them all into collapse ; the shapeless mass resolves 
itself into a trio of donkeys with huge, flapping wings, and 




































































range of the latter is from the northern boundary of Kans: 


take much stock in “fine feathers.” 


have portrayed. 


game bags, which cumber and chafe. 


We spent but one day on this lay, as the next morning 
threatened rain, which finally came in torrents in the after- 
noon. However, we improved the wnshining hours by shoot- 
ing ruffed grouse on the Minnesota bottom, near a station 
where the early train dropped us, the birds being fairly 
numerous and affording good sport. In the eveniug we re- 


traced the remainder of our journey back to St. Paul. 


My next letter will conclude this series. I make the an- 


nouncement because I fear my readers will think that, like 
Tennyson’s Brook, I shall babble on forever. Hat.uocg. 
7 ati A la ncaa 
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DUCK SHOOTING ON THE POTOMAO—SINK BOXES AND BLINDS— 
WILD WATER-FOWL AND THEIR FOOD-—-OOVES AND CREEKS— 
BIG GUNS AND FRIGHTENED BIRDS, ETO., ETO. 





[FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT. | 


Wasuineron, D. C., Jan. 5, 1878, 

The Potomac River from this city to its mouth, a distance 
of about one hundred and ten miles, with the numerous creeks 
and inlets on both the Maryland and Virginia shores, has al- 
ways been a favorite resort for water-fowl during their spring 
and autumn migrations, but more especially at the latter sea- 
son, when they seem to be attracted to these waters by the 
abundance of food found on the flats and shoals where they 
stop for rest and to satisfy the cravings of hunger caused. by 
their protracted flights through more northern regions. For 
some years past the numbers of these fowl have steadily de- 
creased from several causes, one of which is the constant war- 


fare against them, not on the part of the few who indulge in 
aquatic shooting for, pleasure, but the hundreds who shoot 


them for profit, and supply the markets of Washington and 


all were driving birds, scooting down wind like rockets, and 
affording the most sport I have ever known pinnated grouse 
todo. Pinnated grouse lie closer to a dog, and are not as 
swift flyers as the sharp-tails or white-breasted grouse. The 


to Alaska ; of the former, from southern Minnesota to Texas, 
The first are found in the scrub chiefly, the second in grass. 
Both species are not often bagged on the sume range. To get 
our birds we scattered wide, each marking down flocks or 
stragglers as they flew far and near, and seldom missing a 
count. It was terrible work for-the dogs, who would have 
suffered more but-for a crystal runlet that wound through a 
part of the territory where we hunted. For the most part, 
however, they had to depend on the wagon butt, and the de- 
licious and refreshing ice, whose supply did not give out. In 
very hot weather sportsmen should apply small pieces of ice to 
the tops of their dogs’ heads. At such times pointers are 
always thankful that they were not born setters; they don’t 


One of the most interesting phenomena of the prairie is the 
‘‘tumble-weed.” In the growing summer time it is a goodly 
bush; with branches numerous, thick, succulent, and spread- 
ing’; but in the autumn, when the sun has ripened the grasses 
as well as the grain, when the earth is parched and dusty, and 
seeds rattle in the pod, it becomes the driest and scraggiest of 
weeds. Not particle of moisture remains in its fibres. Its 
once parsnip-like root shrinks to a mere sinew, and the pass- 
ing winds of September scurrying over the plain catch it by its 
withered fronds and whisk it around and round until the 
root wears itself loose in its hole, and the thread-like extremi- 
ty clinging to the moister ground below, alone holds it in its 
placeasthe anchor holds a storm-tossed ship. As gale after 
gale passes, feebler becomes its fastening, until finally it 
breaks loose altogether and goes tumbling over the prairie, 
grasping the golden rods and mullem-stalks with its claw-like 
fingers, or temporarily clinging to other weeds more firmly 
rooted. But its career 1s as fated as the waif on the rapids of 
Niagara. Another whiff of wind tears it loose again, and 
away it goes, streaking it like mad, and rolling itself into a 
ball, gathering other weeds as it rolls and growing rapidly and 
enormously by constant accretions, until at length it has 
reached ten feet jn diameter! Its specific gravity is lighter 
than cork’s, but it is tremendous for size; and as it comes 
bowling and bounding over the grass at locomotive speed, borne 
toward us on a 2:40 blast, frightful in its threatening aspect, 
tell me what unaccustomed horse can be found so staunch as 
to keep his tracks in the ghostly demonstration? One might 
imagine the boulders of the glacial system let loose on a 
frolic, or Titans and Son, of Anak rolling ten-pind adown 
the shores of Time! To see a vast area of prairie in this 
commotion, with tumble weeds rolling far and near, one feels 
as if prophecy were being fulfilled, and ‘‘ the heavens and 
earth were rolled up like a scroll.” Had the tumble-weeds 
been a little riper and the gale a trifle. stronger, we would 
have had to do our hunting under disadvantages such as I 


I do not care to occupy space with a repetition of the oft- 
told story of a grouse hunt. Those who have been there 
know how it is themselves. Those who don’t know but wish 
to, can learn the lesson in the papers and books, I will only 
say that I found two articles of rig most convenient. One 
was a ‘*76 shooting coat,” made by George C. Henning, of 
Washington, D. C., in which I comfortably carried my seven- 
ty-six shells; (no other contrivance so satisfactory;) the 
other a set of leather thongs fastened to a waist-belt, which, 
fashioned into loops, carried dead birds conveniently by the 
heads until they could be deposited in the wagon. I have 
used this method for years. It is better than pockets or 










































































neighboring cities. The big guns used by such persons, with 
ba'f a pound of powder and several pounds of shot for a sin- 
gle load, not only carry..death and. destruction among the 
ducks, but frighten off all within miles of them.. The new 
game law of Virginia makes it unlawful to kill any. water- 
fowl except with a gun that can be raised at arm’s length and 
fired from the shoulder without.a rest. It is,to be hoped that 
the law will be rigidly enforced. Another cause of the de- 
crease in the number of our water-fowl is the gradual destruc- 
tion of their food; and especially the Valesneria americana, 
or wild celery, upon which the far-famed canvas-backs, red 
heads, bald pates and. some other varieties. subsist while in 
this section of the country. A few years ago a favorite 
feeding ground for these ducks on the James River, where 
the wild celery was abundant, was entirely destroyed by a 
season of cold weather when the ice iormed to an unprece- 
dented thickness for that climate, and the stalks of the plant, 
which grow from six to eighteen inches in length, were thus 
enclosed in the ice. A sudden change in the temperature and 
warm rain caused a.rapid break up of the ice blockade, and 
the celery being easily uprooted was torn from its bed by the 
ice and washed out of the river by the freshet. The next sea- 
ons there was hardly a stalk of this marine plant to be found 
where it was so abundant for years previous, and conse- 
quently the ducks deserted that section. 

I have on many occasions been deeply interested in the rem- 
iniscences of old sportsmen, who can no longer stand the 
hardships of aquatic shooting, but who, twenty, thirty and 
even forty years ago, enjoyed that sport on the Potomac 
when the birds were so plentiful that they covered the surface 
of the water for miles; but they have steadily decreased in 
numbers year after year, until this season we have scarcely 
any ducks on the river, and those ‘who have made a business 
of shooting them for market have not been well rewarded. I 
am inclined to the belief that the exceedingly mild winter we 
have had up to this time have retarded the birds in their 
southern flight, and that they will be more plentiful after we 
shall have had a brief. season of cold weather. As the tem- 
perature has not yet been below the freezing point, the ponds 
and creeks all over the country are open, and the birds have 
not been forced to resort to the Jarge rivers, as they often are 
when smaller bodies of water where they feed are closed by 
the ice. As-.to the delicious canvas-backs, very few have 
made their appearance, but some mallard, green and blue- 
winged teal and other species have been killed- 

FAVORITE SHOOTING POINTS. 

The Potomac, one of the most beautiful rivers of the North 
American continent, off the city, is about one mile in width, 
but it gradualiy expands until we reach its mouth, where it 
is twelve miles wide. From here to Aquia Creek the water is 
fresh ; about that point it begins to get brackish, and a few 
miles further we come to Blackiston’s Island, where it ig 
quite salt. I might filla column and weary the thousands of 
readers of Forest AND SrezaM should I attempt to name the 
many famous shooting points on the river. There are any 
number of persons who are fond of the sport of duck shoot- 
ing, although the exposure from cold and wet is often very 
disagreeable, and unless the sportsman be robust and healthy 
he had better keep out of the blinds. To those blessed with 
a strong constitution, and who are able to stand severe 
weather, the sport excels that of field shooting. OUnthe Vir- 
ginia side of the Potomac the nearest feeding ground of the 
ducks isin an extensive cove just beyond Gravelly Point, 
and near the Four-Mile Run, half way between this city and 
Alexandria. A short distance below Alexandria ig Hunting 
Creek, another favorite resort. Soon we reach Mount Ver. 
non, With its extensive flats covered with grass. Doag Creek, 
Gunser Cove and Craney Island are the next places, and this 
brings us to Occoquaw Bay, where the Valisneria is plentiful, 
and canvas-backs are generally quiteabundant in that locality. 
Freestone, Cockpit and Brents Points are favorable rojec- 
tious for shooting the ducks as they pass from one cove to 
another, Aquia Creek, Marlborough Point, Upper Machodoc 
Creek, Rosiers Creek, Bluff Point, Faine’s Point, Mattox 
Creek, Curwinan Bay, Nomini Bay, Hollis Marshes, Elbow 
Point, Lower Machodoc River, Ragged Point, Jackson’ 
Creek, Yeocomico River, and the numerous inlets and co 
in that vicinity, Travis Point, Coan River, with its creeks a 
shoals, Presley’s, Hall's and Cubitt’s creeks, and finally the 
Little Wicomico River, emptying into the Potomac a few 
miles this side of the Chesapeake Bay, are all well known as 
desirable feeding grounds for the water fowl] frequenting this 
secti 


On the Maryland side of the Potomac, commencing at Oxen 
Creek, between this city and Alexandria, and then in Broad- 
Oreek just below that city, ducks are always found in sea- 
son. Following down this side of the river we reach 
Hatton’s Point, Piscataway Creek, Chapman’s Point, 
Pamunky Creek, Mattawoman Creek, Chicomuxen Creek, 
Wade’s Bay, Smith’s Point, Lower Thomas Point, Nan- 
jemoy Creek, Blossom and Windmill Points, Port To- 
bacco River, Pope’s Creek, Lower Cedar Point, Piccowaxton 
Creek, Swan Point, Neal’s Creek, the Wicomico River, St. 
Catharine’s Sound, Bullock’s, St. Catherine’s, St. Margaret’s 
and Blackiston’s Islands; and then St. Clement’s Bay, Kay- 
wood’s and Higgin’s Points, St. George’s Creek just below 
Piney Point, the St. Mary’s River with its numerous creeks 
and inlets, Calvert Bay, and finally Pomt Lookout at the 
mouth of the river. Along the whole course of the river, in 
the creeks and shoal waters upon either side, the ducks, geese 


and swan find the various marine plants and grasses, water 
insects, crustacea, etc., upon which they feed and grow fat, 


; 
{ 





. moved or the two served upon the table. True, the canvas- 
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mate by the true sportsman. It is used by the market 
hunters, and consists of along, narrow, coffin-like arrange- 
ment, in which the gunner lies on his back. This box 
has attached to it flanges or broad leaves hinged to 
it at the top, which float upon the surface of the water and 
prevent the swell from washing into, it or the box sinking. 
The decoys are arranged around it just as around a blind, and 
as the birds descend to join the flock the gunner arises and 
gives them both barrels. These sink boxes are generally 
towed upon the flats, and there anchored with the gunner 
concealed, while his comrade is secreted upon the shore 
with a light skiff to pursue and captures wounded birds which 
may be dropped. Years ago there were a number of points on 
both shores of the Potomac lying in the course of the. birds 
as they passed from one feeding ground to another, and 
many birds were killed on wing in a true sportsmanlike man- 
ner asthey passed over these points. It is a well known fact, 
however, to all familiar with the habits of wild water-fowl, 
that the constant disturbance of them on favorite feeding- 
grounds will cause them to forsake such places and seek others. 
The interminable pursuit of them with boats upon their feed- 
ing haunts has, to a great extent, driven them from many de- 
sirable coves, and therefore the shooting points over which 
the birds formerly passed in their flights from one cove to 
another no longer afford desirable places for dropping them. 

The ducking season onthe Potomac usually opens about the 
middle of November, and about that time mallard, dusky 
ducks, green and blue winged teal, bald-pates, and sprig-tails 
are plentiful. As the weather begins to get very cold, blue- 
winged teal and bald-pates leave for a more southern climate, 
but canvas-backs make their appearance and soon become 
plentiful. Mallard, dusky ducks, green-winged teal, and 
sprig-taila remain longer, and, indeed, if the weather is not 
too severe, many tarry here all the winter. Even when the 
river is closed by ice there are hundreds of springy places in 
in the marshes and creeks on either shore which do not freeze, 
and here the birds generally find food. 

THE OANVAS-BAOK (Fuligula valisneria). 

Of the many varieties of ducks frequenting the Potomac, of 
course I rank the canvas-back first, as it acquires a most de- 
licious flavor here from the wild celery upon which it feeds. 
In some other localities, where it cannot procure this food, and 
is forced to live upon water insects, seed, berries, etc., I be- 
lieve it loses this flavor, and is held to be a very common bird. 
The Chesapeake Bay, Susquehanna, Potomac, James and other 
rivers emptying into that body of water, are the favorite re- 
sorts of the canvas-back on the Atlantic coast. They extend 
their wigter migrations to more southern waters, and are dis- 
tributed more or less abundantly throughout the interior. The 
fall migration of the bird, I believe, is principally from the 
north-west and over the interior of the country, where it if dis_ 
tributed according to the nature of the weather. Some orni- 
thologists have found it breeding in our Western country as far 
south as latitude 47 degs. ; in the Cascade Mountains of Oregon 
and in the Rocky Mountains. Its breeding grounds extend 
from that section far into Alaska and the north.. It does not 
breed in any of our Eastern States. 


GAME PROTECTION. 




























































DUOKS AND THEIR FOOD. 
Generally the ducks begin to arrive in this locality from 
their breeding grounds in the North, between the middle and 
latter part of October, when some of the smaller species, 
such as the buffle-head (Bucephala albeola), make their ap- 
pearance, and they are in the course of four or five weeks fol- 
lowed by the mallard (Anas boschas), dusky duck (Anas ob- 
soura), pin-tails (Dafila acuta), bald-pates (Mareca americana), 
green-winged teal (Querquedula carolinensis), blue-winged 
teal (Querquedula discors), red-head (Fuligula ferina), and, 
lastly, the noted canvas-back (Fuligula valisneria); but this 
duck never becomes abundant until severe weather is experi- 
enced. The swan (Cygnus americanus) and geese (Branta 
canatensis) also arrive about the same time as the canvas- 
backs, and soon distribute themselves over the Chesapeake 
Bay and neighboring rivers emptying therein. When the 
birds first arrive they are very poor, and their flesh has no de- 
sirable flavor on account of their protracted flights. A few 
weeks’ rest in this section, however, and the abundance of 
food which they procure, soon puts them in excellent con- 
dition, and they become tender and juicy. 

The Valisneria, or duck grass as it is called here, seems to 
be the favorite food not only of the canvas-backs, but red 
heads, bald pates, and some other species. I have often ob- 
served them feeding together where this plant grew, though I 
have never seen them in company during their flights. Old 
sportsmen here, with whom | have conversed on this subject, 
declare that the red-heads and bald-pates especially are the 
most daring robbers in the duck family, and frequently attack 
the’ canvas-back when he has returned from the bottom with 
the duck-grass which he has uprooted, and plunder him of all 
his spoil. Others express the opinion that the canvas-backs 
uproot the grass and consume the root thereof, which is the 
most tender part, and that the other species usually found 
feeding with them eat the stalks and leaves. That the can- 
‘vas-backs and red-heads especially partake of similar food is 
evident from the flavor of these two species, which is so much 
alike in every respect. Indeed, there are many persons 
claiming to be sportsmen who are not able to distinguish a 
canvas-back from a red-head after the feathers have been re- 





National SprorrsmEn’s AssocraTion.—The annual meeting 
of the National Sportsmen’s Association will be held at 
Wilkesbarre, Pa., June 11. Secretaries of State Sportsmen’s 
Associations are requested to send their addresses to Benj. F. 
Dorrance, Esq., Secretary of the Pennsylvania Association, 
Wilkesbarre, Pa. 

Toe Partapenpa1a Assocration AT Worx.—The grand 
ury have found a true bill against Philip J. Lauber, charging 

im with selling game out of season. The prosecution 
brought by the Sportsmen’s Association, and is the first of a 
number which are to be instituted against restaurateurs. 


Prorgotion or Game.—The annual meeting of the New 
York Association for the protection of Game was held on the 
14th of January at the residence of Mr. Charles. E. Whitehead, 
Mr. Clinton Gilbert presiding. The following resolution in 
reference to the sale of venison was unanimously adopted : 

That, after reading the petition of the importers and dealers 


in venison in this city, the club consider it unwise to attempt 
to extend the time within which venison can be sold in this 


po persons found after the 2ist violating the law on this sub- 
ect. 

Mr. Whitehead read a communication in reply to charges 
made against certain parties trapping wild duck on Shinne- 
cock Bay. The accused parties denied that duck trapping 
was practiced on the bay. The feasibility of altering the 
game laws in relation to the shooting of woodcock, to make 
it commence on Sept. 1 instead of Aug. 1, as at present, was 
discussed. It was deemed inadvisable to make any effort to 
amend the law on that subject. The Treasurer showed a 
balance of $578.20, and in United States bonds of $4,500. 
Mr. Whitehead, counsel of the association, showed that dur- 
ing the year twelve suits had been brought for violation of the 
Game laws. The officers of the association for the ensuing 
year are: President—Robert V. Roosevelt ; Vice-President— 
J. H. Gautier; Counsel—C. E. Whitehead; Secretary and 
Treasurer—J. M. Cuthbert ; Executive Committee—Henry T. 
Cary, Alfred Wagstaff, Jr.. W. M. Fliess; Committee on 
Game Laws—Mr. Alfred Wagstaff, D. L. Luddington, and R. 
B. Roosevelt. 


Kune Deze ror THerr Sxins-—At a meeting of the Cali 
fornia Senate Committee on the revision of the Game law_ 
it was stated by a member of the Sportsman’s Club that two 
hunters had been shooting deer for two years past in the 
eastern counties, under engagement to a glove manufactory 
in San Francisco, Hundreds of deer were slaughtered and 
their carcasses left for the coyotes and birds of prey. This 
wholesale killing has nearly exterminated the deer tribe in 
that part of the State. 


Pounp Nets my Staten Istanp Waters.—The New York 
and Staten Island fishing clubs have given the impulse to the 
movement against the use of pound nets in New York State. 
Their counsel, Messrs. Morgan, J. O’Brien and J. Stillman, 
appeared last Friday before the Board of Supervisors, of 
Hichmond County, asking for the pounds and a new regula- 
tion concerning the use of fykes and gill-nets. Counsel urged 
that as, under section 82 of the laws of 1877, the Board of 
Supervisors has power, it should entirely prohibit the use of 
pounds in the waters surrounding Staten Island and the rivers 
approaching thereto; and also that the use of fyke and gill- 
nets be forbidden from the 15th day of August to the last day 
of December in each year, and that no fyke, seine or gill-net 
shall have meshes of less than four and one-half inches in 
size. The matter was referred to a special committee, with 
instructions to draft such regulations as will remedy the evil 
complained of. This is but the initial step in a general move- 
ment, and soon King’s, Queen’s and Suffolk counties will fol- 
low Richmond’s example. 


AOCOLIMATIZATION Soorety.—The anid meeting or the 
American Acclimatization Society was held at the New York 
Aquarium last Wednesday evening. Fourteen new members 
were enrolled. The officers elected for the ensuing year were : 
President, Eugene Schieffelin ; Vice-Presidents—A. H. Green, 
William H. De Lancy, R. B. Roosevelt, W. H. Schieffelin, P. 
Van Zant Lane; Secretary, John W. Green; Correspondin, 
Secretary, Seymour A. Bunce; Treasurer, Edward Schell. 
Council—J. C. Mills, John Schuyler, Henry Keteltas, J. W. 
Fellows, H. C. Pell and W. A. Conklin. 
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back is the larger duck of the two, as a male bird of this 
species will weigh very often as much as three and a half 
pounds, or even more, while a male red-head rarely exceeds 
two and a half pounds in weight. 

MANNER OF SHOOTING THEM. 

Of course there are various means employed to kill the 
ducks by those who wage a warfare upon them for pecuniary 
gain, the principal one of which is the use of the immense 
ducking gun to which 1 have briefly alluded. This piece of 
ordnance, with a barrel from five to seven feet in length, and 
a muzzle of two inches in diameter, is affixed to one end of a 
skiff, and the gunner, lying down therein, paddles cautiously 
upon a flock, with very short paddles made for that purpose, 
and which work entirely beneath the water. When within 
200 or 250 yards of the birds, he fires upon them, with his load 
of nearly half a pound of power and three pounds of shot. 
The report of his gun frightens all the fowl within a mile, and} Audubon, who seems’ to have studied the habits of the can- 
the recoil from the explosion sends skiff and gunner back fifty | yas back in New Orleans, when he was there in 1887, does not 
feet; but there in front of this death-dealing concern lie | sneak very favorably of the delightful flavor of this bird. 
many birds dead and others wounded, but the gunner, with a | A ftor referring to the species commanding a price of two dol 
gun which can be discharged from the shoulder, soon pursues | Jars a pair, he says: ‘This enhancement of its value I look 
and captures them. upon as having arisen from the preference given to it by the 

The market hunters also trap the fowl by means of nets, | epicures of our middle districts, who have strangely lauded it 
though they can only prosecute this mode of capture in creeks | gg superior to any other duck in the world. Previous to that 
and inlets where the birds are not disturbed by the guns. | time, in the South, they were regarded as being poor, dry and 
These nets are staked out, covering the surface of the water very fishy, in short not half so good as mallards, or blue- 
to the extent of a quarter of an acre ormore, and beneath them winged teal. With this I cordially agree; for there, at that 
is placed a bountiful supply of corn. Rows of corn are then season, they are not better than represented." 
strewn in the surrounding water, all leading to the net, and | No doubt the birds were unable to procure the Valisneria or 
the ducks, finding these rows of corn, keep diving for and | wild celery, and therefore did not excel any of the other spe- 
consuming it until they get beneath the net and are caught. cies in flavor. 

Sportsmen who enjoy the duck shooting of the Potomac The canvas-back is a rapid flyer, and it takes an expert 
usually do so from blinds, though many have rare sport upon | marksman to drop him. If winged only and brought to the 
different points of land along the river, dropping the birds in water he is an expert diver, and will frequently make his es- 
their morning and evening flights from one feeding ground to | cane by diving and moving under the water toward the shore, 
another. This shooting, however, depends to a great extent | where he will seek shelter and may rocover from the wound, 
upon tbe velocity and direction of the wind. If it blows with provided he can escape his natural enemies—minks, gulls, 
the same force and on the point where the sportsman may be hawks, etc. 
located, providing it lies in the course of the ducks, he is apt RED-HEADS (Puligula ferina). 
to have good success, The birds always avoid a near ap-/ Next to the famous canvas-back comes the red-head, and 
proach to the shore, but when the wind blows toward these | though it is smaller, equals that duck in flavor, as it feeds upon 
points they are often compelled to pass within easy shot, and | the sama marine plant when in this section. In the West I 
are thus dropped while on the wing. believe it lives on various water insects, frogs, grain, berries, 

Shooting from blinds is practiced to a great extent along the | and such food as it can get, and I suppose does not have its 

entire length of the river, and many birds are killed by | delicious flavor in that locality. Red-heads seem to be of a 
sportsmen in this manner. The blind is generally constructed | sociable disposition, and are often found in company with 
of old brush, fence rails or logs, sometimes upon points of | other ducks, especially the canvas-backs and bald-pates, and 
land or in marshes over which the fowl pass, and at other | in Flofida I am told they are often seen with mallards, spoon- 
times on the flats at some distance from the shore, but always | pills and other species. It is fond of both fresh and salt water, 
early in the season, so the ducks will become used to it. | and isan expert diver. It breeds in the far north, and like the 
‘When placed upon the flats the blind is always made of brush, | canvas-back its migrations are overland rather than by the 
and large enough to conceal one or two sportsmen and a skiff. | seaboard. The weight of a full grown male red-head is about 
The decoys are anchored in the vicinity of this blind, where | g pound and a half less than that of a full grown canvas-back. 
they attract the attention of the birds passing over fromone| As I have yet much to say respecting the habits of the mal- 
feeding point to another, and as they descend to join the sup- | Jard, teal, pintails, bald-pates, geese and swan found on the 
posed flock upon the water the concealed sportsmen often | Potomac, I will endeavor to interest your many readers in my 
have beautiful shots. Sometimes the birds are allowed to | next letter. R. F.B. 


EpiTor FoREST AND STREAM 

It is not generally known and it is still less appreciated, that the waters 
of central New York are most magnificent in proportion and exceed. 
ingly suitable for game fish. 

Seneca River,receiving its supply from Canandaigua, Kena, Seneca, 
Cayuga, Skaneateles and Onondaga Lakes, besides other smaller lakes 
and numerous'streams and brooks,finally merges with the Oneida River 
at whatis termed Fureo River Point, and thus forming the Oswego 
River it finds its way to Lake Ontario. 

No one can trace the course of these waters, knowing the immense 
supply, without concluding that they must be suitable for bass, pike 
pickerel and other game fish, as they certainly are. 

That these waters can be productive of countless thousands of choice 
fish for the public at comparatively little cost, and at the same time 
afford abundant recreation for hundreds of sportsmen, there is no 
shadow of doubt; provided, however, there be given sufficient protec- 
tion to fish to multiply and attain suitable size. 

Under the present depredations that are annually committed by the 
use of seines and nets of every description, and especially by catching 
fish in spawning seasons, the supply is nearly exhausted, and to attempt 
8 day’s fishing in these waters with hook and line, is simply a waste of 
timre, money and patience. : i 

It is safe to say that not less than forty or fifty pound-nets, gill-nets 
and other illegitimate and barbarous ways of taking fish from Oneida 
Lake (about fifteen miles from Syracuse), have been used by marketmen 
and resorted to through the entire season of 1877; and even farmers 
owning land on the banks of this lake ag well as other prominent pusi- 
ness men residing near, have been engaged in this nefarious traffic and 
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alight among the decoys, but the true -sportsman drops them poms enpinhe--ininbsiehinienates los 
on the wing just as they hover over the decoys, fifteenor| —A friend in Spottsylvania, Virginia, who probably thinks rat Lat tae Cebeneiits Credit we hank baw tlle cette tl eo 
twenty yards above the surface of the water. our head is too big for our- body, has sent usan Indianiarrow- eit eoeitk eoent te i dlke Mi oka ally destroying the source of 


The ‘shooting or sink box is not regarded as Jegiti. "head. supply. ; 


State, and the counsel of the club is directed to prosecute ° 
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The writer has been credibly informed that it is no uncommon occur- 
rencein the spring, when fish are seeking streams.and shallow water 
to spawn, for these marketmen to take from Oneida Lake from two 
to six thousand fish at one haul ofaseine. It is probably true that 
a large portion of these fish. so taken are bullheads and suckers, but no 
game fish is treated with any more consideration. 

To describe these several lakes that so largely make Seneca River 
would extend this article too long; but within fifteen minutes’ drive 
from Syracuse, and almost within its city limits, lies Onondaga Lake, a 
beautiful sheet of water, déep, clear, and with numerous inlets and 
some well defined springs nearly in its centre, abounding with the finest 
whitefish known, and a great variety of other choice fish, including sal- 
mon-trout, some thousands of which, placed therein about five years 
since, have already attained a desirable size, 

This lake also, this fall, has been the resort of poachers; not less than 
forty men at times, and never less than ten, have been taking barrels of 
fish from it by nets andseines, ‘“ Why is this not prevented?” “What 
is every man’s business literally proven to be in this case no one’s,” and 
the whole matter seems to have gone by default on the part of those 
most interested in stopping it. 

It is proposed by the “ Onondaga County Fishing Club” to definitely 
know another season whether these outrages shall be continued or pre- 
vented. 

Tne “ Club” starts with a strong organization, a good and legitimate 
purpose, and with the approval and moral support of every reasonable 
person in this vicinity, and has been assured of assistance both from our 
Board of Supervisors and from business men in different parts of the 


county. 
It it fails now the purpose will not be abandoned and if it succeeds no 
bétter fishing will be found in this State than in Onondaga County. 


The Hifle. 


—_o— 
TEAM SHOOTING 

FOR THE ‘‘ FOREST AND STREAM AND ROD AND GUN” MEDAL. 
Under the following conditions this journal proposes pre- 
senting to the best team, members to belong to some 

regularly organized association, a gold medal : 
Shooting to take place January 23, 1878, at Union Hill 

Schutzen . 








RULES AND REGULATIONS. 
Hach team to consist of twelve men; ten shots per man. 
Shooting, off-hand; distance, 200 yards, any rifle; open to all 
clubs or associations. 
No person allowed to compete in a team unless he is an 
active member of the club for ninety days. 


Practice from 10 a. m. to LP. M. 
Team sooding to comnience atl p.m. Targets to be 
' drawn for by each captain of each team. ° 


Entrance fee, $6 for each team. 

Ring to be used, three-quarter inch rings. 

After ucting the expenses for the markers, the balance 
will be divided to the second and third highest teams. 

Shooting to be governed by the Schutzen Bund rules. 

All teams can enter for the competition at the Forest AND 
SreeaM AND Rop anpD Gon office, 111 Fulton street, city, 
on or before January 20, 1878. ‘ 

Captains of teams entered will constitute the committee. 

We are pleased to state that the following teams will par- 
ticipate in the match for the ForrsTt anp StrEaAM aNp Rop 
aND Gun gold medal: A team from the Jersey Schutzen 
Corps, one from the New York Schutzen Corps, one from the 
Independent New York Schutzen Corp, and the team of the 
Zettler Rifle Club. It is likely that from six to eight teams 
will compete. Mr. John Raschen has kindly consented to act 
as shooting master. 





WHERE ARE THE HELVETIAS AND 
NEWARKERS? 





Eprron Forrest AND STREAM: 

As a German, interested in rifie shooting, I have to thank you fer the 
team match for which you offer a gold medal to the winning men. 
This offer,on the part of your journal, is fully appreciated by the 
numerous friends of the ForEST AND STREAM AND Rop AND GuN. I 
should like to see some purely American teams enter into the match. 
In generous rivalry it would be quite agreeable for ua of the Father- 
land to measure our skill with native rifiemen, But where are the 
Helvetias and Newarkers? I should have thought thut long ago these 
two ¢lubs would have entered into the contest. Are they afraid to 
jose their laurels? 


Yours very truly, TRUTON. 


—_——_ ++ 

Taat Strancz Batt.—A correspondent, Mr. H. W. Hayt, 
informs us that he thinks that the strange ball found in the 
deer (see number of Jan. 3, with illustration,) is a German 
ball, fired from an Austrian riffe, in use about 1825. 

@Qpother correspondent informs us that Mr. Tait, the well- 
known artist, used to hunt in the waters south of the St. 
Lawrence with a peculiar heavy bore rifle, which threw a 
* pall resembling the one in regard to which we made inquiry. 

Still another correspondent, from Randolph, Mass., thinks 
the ball was fired from a Sardinian arm, used in 1854, Prior 
to the Crimean war, the Sardinian army was equipped with 
two size of rifles—a tige. In time these rifles were replaced 
by better rifles, and some seven; or eight years ago these rifles 
were upon the market. Our correspondent informs us 
that just such a ball as we describe was used in a Famoni 
Bessagliert rifle, and that some of them found a market in 

seven or eight years ago. We incline to think that 
our t from Massachusetts is in the right, and 
-that the question of the strange bullet may be considered as 
ended. 

Conxectiout Rirrz Association.—The annual meeting of 
this association was held in Hartford, Tuesday, January 8. 
Officers‘were elected for the ensuing year as follows: Presi- 
dent, Gen. Joseph R. Hawley; Vice-President, O. Vincent 
Coffin ; and Treasurer, Frederick T. St ; 
Executive Committee, Stephen A Hubbard, Hartford; Wm. 
Fuser, How Deltsin C, 8 Daviecn. Hoesiond s Henry Wood- 

r ; J. L, Woodbridge, Manchester. The As- 
sociation is entirely free from debt, notwithstanding the addi- 
tions to the range of a new house and of néw butts dating the 
year. 

BrInGErort Burptz Assooration,—The officers of 
ithe .shab are : Braden 8 ,. Kingman ; Y ice teen 

It now numbers 48 members. | mts 













Massaontsetts—Medford, Dec. 25.—The Medford Ama- 
teur Rifle Association, Belleview range ; 200 yards ; off-hand ; 
no sighting. The summary of the best scores is as follows: 
FB TOOL... ccccoprecccecesccccosccccqses 
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In a series of pool matches, the first, off- 
200 and 400 yards each, was won by H. 
a score of 18. The score of the second, 


d, three rounds, 
. Cushing. with 
rds, 10 rounds, 
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Rs cos vedoncencbdscranseceata a. 4. 0,6 6.6.2.9 

At 400 yards, five rounds, 

Whitney....ccsvee + covetce lS CUMMRMiccccccccccccccccccocccese 1 
NEMOIR, 


New Yor« Rirtz Crvs.—At the practice meeting of the 


_| New York Rifle Club, Jan. 10, the following were the scores 


for the medal given by Mr. C. E. Blydenburgh : 








200 yds, 300 yds. Tl 
8 TG Dudley. ......ccccccscccccccesecavccece se 47 . 45 92 
CE Blydenburgh.........0ccsseeccccceeereees 48 44 92 
PP AIGGP. ... occ c cc ccccctcccccccccece +0248 44 92 
AJ Howlett gehe 42 90 
J 8 Conlin........... “ 41 88 
Commodore C A Cheever. . 43 8T 
J B Blydenburgn,..........ceesececceesceces oe45 42 8T 
Pred eutin+440ceun onesqasdas sengees4eseceeee 40 82 
J J Duckworth. ied 88 81 
SW Sibley..... ee 36 81 
N O’Donnell.... 38 80 
P Lorillard, Jr 38 80 
AS Wartele 2.0. cFececcccccedsccveccscccvcccce 85 17 
FT MOGROT.. ccccconcascccsescccccccccccccocsc cot 27 66 


It was won by Mr. F. Lord on account of an allowance of 
22 points. The pistol shooting was the best ever made by the 
club, the two leading scores, those of C. E. Blydenburgh 
and Dr. Dudley, of five shots each, at a string measurement 
target, 12 paces distant, being respectively 2§ and 2} inches, 
Four out of the five shots of each score could have been cov- 
ered with a nickel five-cent piece. 


New Yorx—Syracuse.—The following gentlemen have 
been elected officers of Sixth Division Rifle Association : 
President, Major-General D. P. Wood; First Vice-President, 
Lieut.-Col. James Manning; Second Vice-President, Colonel 
J. W. Yale; Third Vice-President, Captain W. Duncan ; 
Secretary, Geo. W. Edwards; Treasurer, Lieut.-Col. George 
N. Crouse. Finance Committee : Maj.-Gen. D. P. Wood, 
Lieut.-Col. George N. Crouse, Brig.-Gen. R. M. Richardson, 
Lieut.-Col. James Manning, Col. J. Dean Hawley. Range 
Committe: Lieut.-Col. James Manning, Lieut. Geo. W. 
Edwards, Captain John A. Nichols, Lieut.-Col. Rhesa Griffin, 
Captain Paul Birshmeyer.. Prize Committee: Col. J. W. 
Yale, Captain Wm. Duncan, Lieut. George W. Edwards, 
Captain M. C. Pierce, Hon. F. E. Carroll, A. C. Chase, Esq., 
F. B. Klock, Esq. 


Waver.ey (N. Y.) Rirtz Assooration.—The following 
scores at 1,100 and 1,200 yards were made Dec. 30, without 
sighting shots (possible 10 at 1,100 yards, 26 at 1,200: 

22 W.B Campbell..... 9 19 
17 EF Well.......006 9 


& 


Yorxvitie Rirtze Competrmi0on.—Competition for the 
champion badge, January 12, at Washington Park. 





J R Grohmann, Rem Sp......-.ssseeeeee 545 4—66 
P McMorrow, Rem Sp. .....s-eeeesseeee 4444-5 
JJ Reilly, Win Sp. ... Sh 443 358 
J L Paulding, Pea Mar.. 4544-7 
J R Smith, Sharps Sp... eee 35 2 4—56 
W W Dodge, Rem Sp......sseeeeeeeees 84 4 4—52 
G Lee, Winchester..........e-seeeseee 383 3 4—61 

Mr. J. R. Grohman’s record of 66 is excellent. The club 


will hold matches every Friday evening. . 


Yorrvituz Rirtz Cius.—The following scores were made 

on Jan. 1, at the third competition, Paulding match, at 100 
yards, reduced Creedmoor target of the Yorkville Rifle Club 
J L Paulding, Sh Creed.......+....++++ 
J R Smith, Sh Sport.........ceccce. ; 
Jd Reilly, Wia 
G@ McL oar, Sport.... 
G See, Wim Re Rete dasacecedncercece cs 
W W Dodge, Rem Sport.............. 

A few more made an average of less than inners (3); their 
names and scores are omitted. Six entries to this match 
were post-entries, Mr. J. L. Paulding has all the club 


trophies in his possession now. 


Syracusz.—On the 16th of Janua 
sociation and the Blydenburgh Rifle 


the Amateur Rifle As- 
lub, had a match at the 


range of the former. Following is the score: 

Blydenburgh Rifle Club. Amateur Rifle Association. 
W Brown.... {7443 tis} —29 Jones........ { 5aaseont—a 
White .......4$$5$ S-rt—8? Onase........4 $493 fi9t—o 
Wood... Bags aly Lockwood ...f $955 5-183 9g 
Van Dayn...43$45 {—19}—s7 Nichows......3 $39 5 9-17 ¢—™ 
CG Brown... {2349 4-11 a9 wortnrap....§ 995 4-9} or 


Another match is to follow. 


Promenape CoNogRT OF THE TWENTY-THIRD REGIMENT, 
N. G. 8. N. ¥.—This well-known regiment will give a prom- 
enade concert and rifle match on Saturday evening, Jan. 26, 
1878, at the armory, Clermont avenue, near Myrtle, Brooklyn. 
The combination of music and rifle will be novel and doubt- 
less pleasing. We have to return our thanks for the tickets 
sent us. 


Contim’s SHootine Gatiery.—After a series of seven com- 
petitions the Marksmen’s Badges were won last Monday even- 











ing, Jan. 14. Nearly 100 persons shot for the badges. The 
badges, four in number, were offered as follows: The first to 
be won by the best total seore; the second, three points ; the 
third, five points, and the. fourth, eight points less than the 
best total score. The badges to be won three times before be- 
coming the final property of the winners. The conditions 
were: Weapon, rifle, 22-cal.; position, off-hand ; targets, 200 
and 300 yards, class reduced for the distance ; rounds, seven. 
Creedmoor rules to govern. Highest possible score, 70. Of 
the seven competitions the first took place Nov. 26. We give 








winners of badges and scores : 
First Badge. 
200 yds. 300 yards, Total 
1st Competition, F M Holton,......0......+ & #8 65 
2a “ AJ Howlett......... 00-230 35 65 
8d ed 33 wr 
4th « 32 65 
5th * 34 67 
6th S 34 66 
ith « 32 65 
Sth « 84 68 
Second Badge. 
30 62 
81 62 
82 63 
81 62 
32 63 
2% 69 
29 60 
32 61 
31 60 
31 62 
2 59 
30 62 
No le 
2d ” JH Rigs. Faces eecee DD 28 ST 
8d 9 AC Wertele.... .... 0000. $2 aT 59 
4th aa WR WHiseses 81 26 8T 
Sth o W WP Oa caccscstsie. 32 27 59 
6th ee We RR ca siccceee «cc 28 54 
qth “ W H Dunlap.....00.... 022-30 29 59 
The winners of the Marksmen’s Badges last year were as 
follows : 
1st Badge, Chas A Cheever—average winning score........ 
2a sd C E Biydenburgh, = - ” = 
8d “ Sone, ity “ “ “ 
4th “ HDBlydenburgh, “ “ es 
Sth “ ‘TC Banks, « « neds 
6th [‘ BA Brown, - “ a 
th ‘“ $$NB Thurston, ” “ a 
Sth “ CEDe Forest, ¢ = © 





ZETTLER GALLERY.—The Zettler Rifle Club held their 
weekly match at 207 Bowery, Jan 8. Conditions, 100 
feet, off-hand, Creedmoor target. Possible, 50. The follow- 
ing are the scores : 











P FenMing....cccscccesescoceeeeeGl F FArb@rns.....-ccnccesseeeesee. 4B 
B Zettler.... ccccccsceccscccscee 46 TOWN Dutil........ccccceceescaceedd 
M L Riggs.. -..45 A Batese.... ~42 
MB Engel.. ---45 M Dorrier... 41 
B G Zettler.. ...45 P Connor.... a 
M L Oeh1.....e..eeesccsssecccees4S W Wiegandt..... cool 
G A Sherman..........s00cce0044 R Zimmerman...................40 
© JUGBON, ...00 occccececcoscccovees 4h © VOURRE, cocccee:s. bccsesue esate 40 


BP Beas 00 ce acne ccs sdguceasasee 44 


New Jerszy Ririxz Assooration,—The Board of Directors 
of the New Jersey Rifle Association held a special meeting at 
the rooms of the National Rifle Association on the 10th inst., 
Col. W. H. De Hart, the vice-president, in the chair. Arti- 
cles of incorporation of the association were reported which 
were adopted, and the Law Committee was authorized to pre- 
sent them to the Legislature. Major Fulton, on behalf of the 
committee on securing a range, reported that he had exam- 
ined a tract of land belonging to the Erie Railway Company, 
lying west of the Bergen Tunnel, which could le secured for 
@ nominal sum, as it was entirely unproductive, and the com- 
pany would be glad to dispose of it to the association. The 
length of the tract was 5,280 feet, wus 3,000 feet across its 
widest, and 480 feet in its narrowest part. The line of 
~y ae be oo the poe. The ter part 
of the tract was ground, a range of 4,000 feet could 
be. > ata which would ever be re- 
quired w ,200 yards, range 
two lines of horse-cars from Jersey City, 


the Brook- 
lyn Annex boat, the Newark and New Y Delaware, 
Leckawanna and Western, Northern, Midland and’ Erie Rail- 


roads, and no abutment would be necessary, The report was 
accep 


Lone Ranez Sxoottnc.—The San Francisco Long-range 
Club have perfected arrangements for inaugurating a series of 
monthly contests over their 1,000-yard range at Bay View, to 
take place on the first Saturday of each month, the first con- 
test coming off 5th inst. Major J. W. Laird will present a 
gold champion badge, with a $100 diamond in the centre. 
‘The badge is to become the individual property of any one 
who wins it four times—not necessarily consecutively—be- 
tween the first match and the end of the year. Should it not 
be won four times by one person, then at the last meeting of 
1878 it will go to the marksman who has won it the t 
number of times; or, if two or more tie, then the ties shal] 
be shot off. The San Franciscos are now fully organized, 
having leased the ground necessary for a range at Bay View. 


CaLrrorsia—Germania Rifles.—In a late contest of two 
teams at San Miguel, between the Brockhoff and Obermever 














teams, the first was the winner by a single point. The fol. 
lowing are the scores : 
Lieut Obermeyer.....+-.++-+-.---8 3328 3 8 8 2 Q-97 
Private J Lohmeyer...............- 44564883544 5-4 
Corp P Neumann.... 44328483 4 2g 
Sergt J H Beckler.... -8 44%8448 4 BR 
Private A Miller..... 220202083323 O19 
Sergt H Fortmann......++... 3534833844 4~2 
Private J Reck........--cecssosss-p-4 8240583 423 $~28 
Drummer H Von Senden .......... 902200600006 O~ 4~913 
Captain Brockhoff’s Team. 

Capt Brockhoff.........+ sorsesecen#® £44443 3 4 837 

VAtO H Stell... cescscesesesveees $4448444 4 438 

“ A Neumann, 8432248328 4~30 

“  C Wayne... 83484044 4 4-3 

“Hf Missener.. -8220822300 8-17 

Mi BONGO. i562 coves cescsees: 20008000027 

“ WH Heitman,.......+00-++- $850%408 2 ¢ 29 

“«  W Kattlemann............ 40922443 4 998-2919 

The Sumners had a practice with the following good 
scores : . 

‘ 200 yds. 500 yds, 

Private L Barrere......+s.....00e Ad a 
Col W F Leeman........... see eeht w 8 
Sergt W W McGowan..........+6+ oovecees 40 8 83 
Ca HJ one 41 42 8B 
Lieut J Kobertson.... 4 8T #1 
Lieut E O Hunt.... «+40 30 or) 
Private F G Blinn.......... érowseued «+0 36 1% 
Private C Milligan eeeee a+ scceccesocesscesees40 33 73 
Private J ecrecese coceecccceyeecces see #1 71 
Private EH bindeves sd so veueuvs ot 83 -6T 





460 
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FOREST AND STREAM. 








Sm Hensy Harrorp Exprrimentine.—Sir Henry Halford 
writes to the Volunteer Service Gazette that he will shortly 


lay before its readers a full report of experiments he is 


making ‘‘ between English and American rifles,” : 


SzRGEANT Ferovson’s Sprzon at Inverness.—From the 
Inverness Advertiser we learn that Sergeant’ Ferguson, of ‘the 
English team, made a capital speech on the occasion of a total 
abstinence society meeting, of which he is a leading member. 
A handsome gold medal was presented to Sergeant Ferguson 
as a remembrance of Mr. Ferguson’s services in the Highland 
Rifle Volnnteers. The Sergeant, referring to the Creedmoor 
shooting. The hot weather, the Sergeant said, was somewhat 
against the English team, and the mosquitoes, although 
very small insects, had caused them many sleepless nights, 
One thing very much to the point, which we copy in full 
froth the gallant sergeant’s speech, was as follows : 


“The majority of good rifle shots in this country (America) 
are = very temperate men, and during our shooting 
on Creedmoor I was very much pleased to see that almost all 
the American marksmen drank only milk, which goes so far 
to account for their steadiness. In fact, during our stay on 
Long Island, I did not see anything more than 4 glass of claret 
drank by any of our party, or even their many distinguished 
guests, and very few indulged in so much.” 

We heartily indorse Sergeant Ferguson’s ideas about absti- 
nence in regard to rifle shooting. Drinking men never make 
good rifle shots. 

Oa te a 


BREECH VS. MUZZLE-LOADER. 





BRIDGEPORT, CONN., Jan. 8, 1878. 
EprToR FOREST AND STREAM: 

The international rifie match of 1877 has almost passed from the minds 
of the American people. ‘They are so accustomed to victories that they 
take them as a matter of course, and in a few weeks they,are compara- 
tively forgotten. But such is not the case with the defeated nation 
It has been said of them that ‘‘they never know when they are whipped.” 
In this case it appears that they are gradually beginning to suspect 
that, at least, they were not victorious, and their newspaper writers 
are vigorously endeavoring to prove that the Americans won the 
match because they had worse guns, poorer powder, and men of in- 
different shooting abilities. Our men are characterized as “mere 
trigger pullers,” our rifles as “‘despicable abortions” and ‘mere 
shams.” The Volunteer Service Gazette abounds with corresponience 

of this kind, and many of the letters have been from gentlemen who 
have had abundant opportunities of learning the truth. But they ap- 
pear to be of that class of men who— 
“ —. convinced against his will, 
Is of the same opinion still,” 

The principal charge made against our guns is that they cannot be 

shot without cleanirg after each discharge, and the charge is sweep- 
ing. Long-range military and sporting rifles are ali included. Sir 
Henry Halford, in a letter to the Gazette, writes: ‘Without cleaning 
the American breech-loader is absolutely useless, for no second cart- 
ridge can be inserted.” We trast Sir Henry will not consider us dis- 
courteous if we republish part of a private letter he wrote us in 1875. 
We felf proud of the score at that time, and stiJl think 1t a good one, 
In 1874 he ordered one of our long-range breech-loading rifles, and, ac- 
knowledging its receipt, he sent us the score and diagram of target 
made at his first trial with it. Wesend you the diagram as it ap 
peared in your columns at that time: 





645555555 5—49 ont of a possible 50, 


And now we quote from Sir Henry’s letter: ‘‘ Forty-nine out of a 
possibie fifty at 800 yards; fired ten shots; very bad light; lying down, 
no rest; rife not wiped out.” In addition to this testimony we pro- 
duce that of J. K. Millner, one of the best shots in the United King- 
dom, either at long or short range. He shot a Sharps’ mid-range 
breech-loader at the meeting in Chicago last fall, winning the first 
prise in @ fleld of forty competitors, at 300 yards, off-hand, without 
cleaning, with a score of 43, the best ever made at that distance off- 
hand. Added to the testimony of these may be had that of many 
Englishmen who have hunted on our Western frontier. There our 
arms are very generally used, and the hunter seldom or never cleans 
his rife till camp is made at night. Professional hunters for pelts 
often bag one hundred or more buffalo ina day, and do not clean from 
first shot to last. We make rifles that can be fired 1,000 consecutive 
shots without cleaning, and still retain their accuracy. 

Mr. John Rigby, who makes One of the best of muzzle-loaders, and 
is @ correspondent of the Gazette, refers often and with evident pride 
to the fact that in 1874 he defeated us in a match with his muzzie- 
loaders against our breech-loaders, both without wiping.. We ac- 
knowledge the defeat, bat deny that it was a conclusive test, or that it 
proved anything except perhaps that we had yet much to learn about 
rifle shooting. In the first place, our representatives at that time had 
had but little experience in shooting 1,000 yards in the strong, gusty 
wind in which this match was shot, it being their first year at the 
sport, while their antagonists were veterans of ten years’ practice. 
Again, in point of fact, the muzzle-loaders, though not **wiped,”’ were 
cleaned every slot, for it is Impossible to “ insert a second” bullet 
until the barrel has been cleaned by forcing down upon the powder a 
thick and tight-fliting and lubricating wad, which carries all the debris 
with it, leaving nothing to impede the true flight of the bullet. Lest 
we be accused of being inconsistent, we hasten to say that we do not 
claim for our match rifics, with their heavy charges of powder and 
lead, that they will do as close work without cleaning as with. Our 
military and sporting rifle cartridges contain sufficient lubricating 
material to keep the barrels in good shooting trim; this is left out of 
the long-range ammunition. As the purpose for which the match 
rifles are made admits of cleaning, they are made with that intention. 
AS we have show?, the muzzie-\oader is cleaned (or supposed to be) 
every time it is loaded, and this difference between certainty and sup- 
position is just the difference between a breech and muzzle-loader, 
and manifestly in favor of the former. i 

We claim for our breech-loading military rifles that a fair shot can 


keep on the target (6x12) at 1,000 yards without cleaning; and a rifle 
that can be shot within the + pace occupied by a front of six men, at 
that distance, is accurate enough for military purposes, As regards 
the alleged high prices of American arms, we will not ask you to pub- 
lish all of our price list for the benefit of our British cousins (you might 
mention that it will be mailed post free upon.application), but our 
best match rifles are only £20 instead of £40, The latter figure’can be 
made up in extra polish if desired, and our military rifle is only £4, 
while the sporting rifles vary all the way between these two extremes. 

We leave our marksmen to defend themselves against the imputa- 
tion upon their skill. They have shown themselves capable of doing 
it in the past in four international matches. But if it pe true that our 
men are ‘‘mere trigger pullers,” that *‘every rifle is fired by the cap- 
tain,” we are surprised that none of the writers have taken note ef 
the extreme politeness of our captain in the late match In firing all the 
other rifles so much better than his own. 


Yours truly, SHARPS’ RIFLE COMPANY. 


a 
For Forest and Stream and Rod and Gun, 
EXPLOSIVE AND EXPANSIVE 
BULLETS. 








Explosive bullets have only lately excited the attention of 
American sportsmen, and very naturally great results are expected 
from them. Having given such bullets a thorough trial on deer 
as well as smaller animals, my experience may be of some value to 
those about to adopt them, and also to afford an answer to the 
many inquiries about them by correspondents of the Forrest AND 
STREAM. 

Their construction is very simple, and any gunsmith of any skill 
can easily make the moulds. A moveable metal plug is inserted 
at eaclf casting, so as to leave a cylindrical hole in the front end 
of the bal], running back one-half or two-thirds of its length. This 
plug is guided and held in place by passing through a thick, solid 
plate of metal, screwed to one side of the moulds. Upon striking 


any solid substance, even though it be very soft, the walls of this” 


cylindrical hole expand outward. To insure accuracy the hole 
must be closed and the end smoothed over. This may be done 
with wax, or in cold weather with tallow. Copper cylinders made for 
this purpose are very good, When carefully made, these balls 
have a perfectly accurate flight up to 400 or 500 yards. 

This is the expansive or “express” bullet, though “express bul- 
let” properly means an expansive ball that is also very light in 
proportion to its calibre, so as to have a high initial velocity—the 
most sensible idea in the, world for a hunting rifle. 

This may now be made explosive in several ways, of which by 
far the best is to have the plug made the size of a rim-fire pistol 
cartridge, .22 long fora .44 ball. Then take the ball out of the 

pistol cartridge, fill it up with powder, and insert it in the rifle 

ball until the rim sits close upon the edge of the hole. These will 
explode without fail upon the softest flesh, and may be carried 
(except in the Winchester rifle) and fired with perfect safety. If 
any hammering be necessary to seat the ball in the cartridge, the 
pistol cartridge must, of course, not be putin until the other is 
loaded. 

This ball makes, upon striking, no larger hole than that the 
solid ball of same size. At about an inch deep it explodes and 
makes a wedge-shaped hole, the width increasing with its depth 
for three or four inches, and varying with the toughness of the 
animal from two to four inches at the widest part. This wedge- 
shaped hole is caused, not by the explosion, but by the outward 
expansion of the walls of the cylinder. If the animal be a small 
one, such as a fox, the hole on the opposite side will be from three 
to four inches across, according to its age and the place of strik- 
ing—a young one being almost cut in two by it. But on a large 
animal, like a deer, the sides of the cylinder generally tear off, and 
the butt of the ball passes on as an independent bullet. 

So much for the ball: now for the results. The ball I have used 
is one that, when solid, would weigh about 530 grains .44 ca libre, 
with a.22 long rim-tire pistol cartridge inserted, and driven by 70 grs. 
of the best powder. Havins a very fine shooting .44 Maynard, I 
hoped that these balls would fully overcome the great trouble 
which makes deer huntlng in or near the thick chapparal of Cali- 
fornia with a small-bored rifle not only a vexation, bnt, I don’t 
hesitate to say, an outrage. I fully beliexe that at least one-third 
of the deer shot in California die a lingering’ death in the chap- 
paral, either from their wounds or from blow-flies, which generally 
kill anything that is wounded, unless itis attended to by man. Here 
a wounded deer strikes instantly for thick brush and there skulks 
and hides so that he cannot be seen any distance, and cannot be 
approached because of the noise. 

I very naturally thought I had struck just the thing, for on try- 
ing this ball upon two hares, they were blown into a fair grade of 
boarding-house hash, and a mud hen was lifted about five feet in 
the air, and had its back, one leg and one wing broken by the 
shock from a ball fired purposely three inches under it into the 
water. I was still more pleased on trying them on deer. The 
first shot I got was on a three-year-old buck, that dropped almost 


in his tracks from a ball behind the shoulder, when with the solid’ 


ball he would probably have run fifty or one hundred yards. On 
opening him I found the lungs torn into shreds. 

The next was one of thuse provoking shots called a ‘‘ paunch 
shot,” which are often unavoidabie where you have to take many 
running shots. The deer died in about 400 yards from the place 
where struck. With the solid ball it could have run all day, and I 
naturally thought this solved the vexatious question of ‘‘paunch 
shots.” 

The next shot was at a doo, in a position where I had to take a 
“haunch shot” or none. I heard the ball explode, saw her drop 
her leg and start on a hobbling gait for the brush, and had that 
exquisite pleasure so often enjoyed by the possessor of one of 
those single-barreled small calibre abominations, misnamed 


“sporting rifles,” of seeing my deer disappear to die beyond reach’ 


just as I got a second cartridge in. The trouble with this shot 
will be explained farther on. 

To go through the list would weary the reader. Suffice it to say 
that of forty-two deer unmistakably struck, eleven have escaped 
entirely; while out of the thirty-one I have bagged, seven were 
saved only by getting in another shot, either by heading off or 
where the brush happened to be thin enough to allow tracking 
without making a noise, by allowing them time to lie down and 
sicken. Twenty-four (a large proportion) either dropped ia their 






tracks or within a very few yards. Livery one struck in or back of 
shoulders; or in the neck or loins, dropped in Jess than half a 
minute, while every one struck in the paunch, stern or hip either 
got away, or was secured by a second shot, obtained only by hard 
or careful work. Of eight struck in the paunch not one showed 
any more sign of distress than they do when struck by the solid 


ball (except the first one, which must have been killed bya splinter - 
of the ball ranging forward or upward into the kidneys or back 


veins), and one half-grown fawn that { was almost ashamed to 
shoot at, after having four hours time to lie down, was about as 


lively as ever, and actually got awayfrom me. Four struck in the 


hip, like the third one mentioned above, got away. The solid ball 
would have gone clear through and broken both hips; whereas 
itsimply made a large flesh wound ia one, and leaving the other 
strong enough to travel on faster than a man can. oe 

This lack of. penetration is the most serious drawb ack of these 
balls. If made to, take a .22 long cartridge there is little 
butt left to the ball, the expansion retards it very materially and 
the explosion still more. The difference in penetration is immense, 
several balls having failed to pass through both shoulders of a 
deer, where the same ball, if solid, would go through two or three 
deer. They should consequently be maije hollow not over half 
their length, and I think only two-fifths better still. 

I have come to the conclusion that the besttway to use these 
balls is without any powder, or anything but wax to close the’ hole, 
and cast of hardened lead like the Creedmoor ball, with the hole 
made small and narrowing nearly to a point at its bottom. This 
may seem absurd; but I am not theorizing, and aftér a thorough 
trial of each have abandoned-the-explosive part of it until I can 
find something far more, explosive than black powder, that is also 
safe. The advantages of such a ball are these : Firat, it will not 
fly to pieces, but by remaining together will retain its momentum 
and have greater penetration ; second, by expanding without 
tearing off its. walls it will.cut a hole of greater average width 
throughout its entire passage ; third, a short, swift ball may in 
this way be made to do capital work, whereas, if explosive, it must 
either be made so heavy that the intolerable nuisance of low 
initial velocity, and consequent shortening of the natural point- 
blank must be submitted to, or elseif made light it will have 
little penetration upon the solid parts of any large animal. Another 
objection is this : Game at long ranges will often stand for one or 
two ‘‘sighting shots.”’? The explosion of a ball around their feet 
will (invariably to my experience) make them run far enough to 
ruin your calculations for the next shot, whereas they will often 
stand or jump only astep or two for a solid ball. 

In ‘‘Hallock’s Gazetteer,” page 546, note, is an account by a Mr. 
Mead, of the top of the skull of a 1,000 pound grizzly being torn 
off by a ball containing .22 long pistol cartridge. I regret I differ 
from anything «ver quoted (without being indorsed) in such excel- 
lent authority ;-but there isa mistake here which may mislead 
some brave sportsman into serious danger. Hither that ball con- 
tained dynamite or fulminate of mercury—things far too treach- 
erous for safety—or the bail struck in such a way that it would 
have shivered the top of the skull anyhow, or the account has 
passed through two or three mouths, or the observer’s. expecta- 
tions of what would occur have, by a well known law of human 
nature, led him unconsciously to exaggerate what did occur. At 
all events I do not hesitate to pronounce it an entire mistake as it 
stands. I have fired precisely the same cartridge into the head of 
a wildcat, into the shoulders of a coyote and fox, into a black 
eagle, and as a quieting shot into the heads of several deer, be- 
sides the instances before cited. Inno case was there any sign 
whatever of blowing, tearing or shattering either of bones or skin, 
except where the ball came out, and there the hole was precisely 
the same as is made by the ball without any powder or cartridge 
in it. The only way Ican explain this is that black powder is too 
slow ; that while it will tear a tender thing like a hare in pieces, 
where the object is tough the gas escapes partly behind the ball, 
which it can easily do, owing to the wedge-shape of thd hole, and 
partly through the hole which is cut for it by the ball in front, 
which is done just about as quick as the gas can fillit. 

In order to test this question thoroughly, [ bored out some 
balls with a bitt, so as to take a .82 long cartridge. These con- 
tain about tvice as much powder as the .22 cartridge. The butts 
of these balls were so injured in shape by the vise that I did not 
try them on deer, for I doubted their accuracy. A melodious old 12- 
pound tom-cat, of whose inspiring eloquence the ranche. was 
weary, furnished, however, a far better test. I shot first at his 
middle, but struck too low down, about an inch from the lower edge. 
The skin was torn for several inches on each side, the heart and 
lungs laid bare, and the cat killed in about aminute. i then fired 
another into the back between the shoulders. It came out be- 
tween the fore-legs, making a slightly larger hole than the ely 
expansive bullet would have done; but there was no tone or 
blowing apart of the shoulders whatever, nor was the skin any- 
where broken except where the ball entered and passed out. 
Another fired into the head produced exactly the same effect, viz.: 
cutting a larger hole on the exit side, but without blowing open 
anything. I then fired one into a piece of dry cottonwood log, 
eight inches in diameter and twelve inches long, free from knots 
and straight grained, and the mate to which required only one 
good blow of an ax to split. The piece wae not split or shattered 
inanyway. In opening it with an ax I found the ball had pene- 
trated about five inches, and was torn to bits. This seemed to 
confirm what I had noticed before with the smaller cartridge, that 
the gas can, in a tough substance, escape entirely out of the hole 
the ball entered. I then took another piece of cottonwood, only 
five inches in diameter and ten inches in length, and perfectly 
straight. The ball passed entirely through this, cutting {a little 
larger hele on the other side than the simply expansive bullet 
would have done, but I failed to find any sign,of a crack or split in 
the block from the explosion. 

In none of the instances given has there been any question as 
to whether the ball exploded or not. I have never yet known one 
to fail. The blackening and smell of the powder is always more or 
less noticeable, especially in wood, and at over sixty yards ‘or so 
tne explosion may be plainly heard like a fire-cracker. 

The conclusions to which I have come to are these : y 

That these balls are a great improvement over solid balls of 
same calibre (except where great penetration is needed, when 
they are decidedly inferior), but do not wholly overcome the ob- 
jections to small calibre. ' 
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FOREST AND STREAM. 461 
ee sss 
That in the long run they are better simply closed with wax, | received within the time specified the positions will then be ruled out of | vulsions. She seems allright iow, Is anything the matter? Ans. From 

made of hardened lead, and with a short and small hole tapering ae co ae The tourney will be open to competition until the first day | your account your bitch is probably in heat. 

to its bottom. 0. 1878, after which date the list will be closed. The prizes will be 
That on animals as large as a deer the shock of the explosion | *¥@rded within two weeks after the publication of the last problem, | ,.™ A- H+» neha: 3 Weapies ee es 

from a .22 long black powder cartridge amounts to nothing. Address E. A. Kunkel, Wolcottville, Conn. Woods, a rif > 

; THE FOREST AND STREAM SOLVERS’ TOURNEY S,arifie or ashot-gun? 3, What bore do you recommend for 
That the explosive principle is a good one, but that something . general shooting witha shot-gan? Ans, 1. We know of shooting at 


This tourney commences with problem No. 1 and will continue until 
far quicker than black powder must be used to give it any advan- | 4) tne iene entered in the Siete vache Gone are published, | 1»? yards made with Wesson which was very accurate. 4%. A shot- 
tage for large game over the simply expansive ball. * | gun by long odds, 3. We prefer 12 bore. 

























































































THE PRIZES. 

That.jt would be folly to interview a grigzly with these under 1. Cash prize Of...... sess... wwe. $10.00] 7: A. S., Macon. Mo.—Address Schuyler, Hartley & Graham as to 

circumstances where it would be unsafe with the same balls solid, | 9° 0" P7° fi---- Meira hdd <<c reescscascene sddhn sinc "5 00 | cost. . If new barrels are wanted, have Messrs. Scott & Sons to do the 

and perfect madness to try it (as a correspondent of ForEstT AND * The Fonser. AND vanmay for one year. . work, sending your gun to Messrs. Schuyler, Hartley & Graham. They 

SrrEaM some time ago asked about) with such small balls and » Cash prize of...... = : = will take pleasure in giving you the exact cost, but must know the num- 
$ zo “46 2 00 | ber ofthe gun. You have, undoubtedly, a very fine arm. 


charges as the old model Winchester. 
’ As this is a subject of some importance, I would be glad to hear 
from any one whose experience differs from mine, and to have the 
particulars and date of his experiments. I have sometimes thought 
the deer of this part of California is tougher than the white tail, 
but as I almost always hunted on snow while living East, and 
never. had any difficulty from brush, I cannot judge so well. At 
any rate it needs something very different from ordinary rifles to 
keep about one-third of the deer struck from getting lost. 
T. 8. Van DyxE. 


OURSORY JOTTINGS. 

Our chess contemporaries are requested to announce the above tour- 
neysin their respective columns, and also to arrange for an exchange. 

We have already received problems from eminent problematists in 
America, England, Scotland, France, Italy and Germany for our tour- 
ney, all of which we shall publish as fast as possible. In this connec- 
tion it is proper that we inform our friends, and the chess public gener- 
ally, that we are no longer interested in the prosperity of another chess 
column, or the success or result of another chess column’s problem and 
solvers’ tourneys. 


auswers to (Lorresyondents. 


Neo Notice Taken of Anonymous Communications. 
t@” A number of anonymous correspondents will understand why 
their queries are not answered, when they read the lines at the head of 
this column. 


G. W. H., Titusville, Pa.—Have a fine dog, age about twelve years. 
He is quite lively, but deaf—can’t hear a bird 1ise within fonr feet of 
him. CanIdoanything for him? Ans. Sponge his ears very care- 
fully with warm water and Castile soap. It is not likely, however, that 
you can benefit his hearing. 


Cc. B., Jersey City.—Have & young deer who has the rheumatism. 
The hair on the neck is ruffed, and_he looks asif in great pain. Have 
used ammonia liniment, but it does not seem to have the desired effect. 
What medicine would you suggest? Ans. Give warm mush with a 


Miner’s Ranche , San Diego Oo., Cal. little nitre, twice a day, with warm bed and comfortable quarters, 











J. C., Philadelphia.—1, Are Gordon setters ever liver-colored? Have 
one guaranteed to be a full-blooded Gordon. 2 Does cutting a dog’s 
tail improve itin any way? Ans. 1, A pure Gordon would not be liver- 
colored; black, black and white,and black, white and tan are the colors, 
2. Better leave the tail alone, save in special cases—this is the advice 
we mostly give. 


SPLIT BAMBOO: RODS. 








To our customers and the public :—In reply to the damag- 
ing reports which have been circulated respecting the quality of 
our split bamboo rods, by ‘‘dealers” who are unable to com- 
pete with us at our reduced prices, we have issued a circular 
which we shall be pleased to mail to any address, proving the 
falsity of their“assertions. 

Conroy, Bissett & MAuLEson, 
Manufacturers, 65 Fulton Street, N. Y. 


t@-Tue Best Ovrpoor LicuT oN EartTo FOR NIGHT FISHING, 
Railroads, Steamboats, Shows, or wherever an outdoor light is re- 
quired. Can read fine print 150 feet from the Jamp the darkest night. 
Send for circular to WILSON, KEAGLE & CO., Centre Point, lowa. 


Che Game of Chess. 


Notror.—Chess exchanges, communications and solutions should be 
addressed ‘Chess Editor FOREST AND STREAM, P. O. box 54, Wolcott- 
villa, Conn.” 





Pappy O’LEary, Ashbuysburgh.—We cannot say that phonography 
will ever come into common use, if by that you mean that it will be ased 
aside from the professions. It can be learned without a teacher, but if 
yon contemplate a study of the art, we would advise you to secure in- 
struction. The Flobert saloon rifle is a very good little parlor ar n, and 
with a 22 cartridge, would kill even bigger game than squirrels, say 
cats. 


H., Cumberland, Md.—You ought to buy a {good pointer, or setter for 
$75. 


C. H. C. is informed that by writing directly to us we can, we think, 
get him the dog he may wish to breed from. 





FRANK FoRESTER.—The Warwick Woodlands are published as.a sep- 
arate volume by the Petersons of Philadelphia. 


C. H. C., Urbana.—My setter dog, 244 years old, passe s discolored 
urine, and has great thirst. Vomits frequently a dark-colored liquid, 
which looks as if it were blood. His breathing is labored. Some weeks 
ago he may have swallowed some refuse oil, floating on the surface of 
the water. Heis skin and bones, WhatcanIdoforhim? Ans. It is 
quite possible that he was poisoned by the refuse oil, but he should not 
have access to the scup bucket. Feed him regularly and carefully 
twice a day, and give him a dose of castor oil every second or third day 
for a week. 


G. H W., Nashua, N. H.—What is the best tent for three or four per- 
sons camping, and price? Ans. See our advertising columns, 


R. B. 8., Brownvil’e, Miss.—For $75 you ought to get an excellent 
breech-loader, but we decline specifying any particular gun. 





F. S. C., Galveston.—Don’t you think 3 drs. powder and 1 oz. shot suf- 
ficient for duck shooting with a No. 10 gun? Ans. No; 4 drs, are neces- 
sary, and 14 oz, shot. = 


C, E. C., Hanover.—What is an express shot-gun? Ans. It is a trade- 
mark of Dougall, the well-known gunmaker. Dougall has gained great 
reputation from his “ Express rifle.” 





G. C. B., New York.—Have a red setter dog, 18 months old, I have 
a notion of taking off one jointof his tail, as itcomes about one inch 
below the gamble joint. Think of sending him to the Show in May, and 
fancy his length of tail may be against him. I send his pedigree. Ans, 
Would advise you to leave the tail alone, when two years old you wili 
not think it too long; and if itis, cutting will not improve it. Pedigree 
very good. As to inherent traits derived from father or mother, it has 
not yet been decided, and never will be, 


Problem No. 1. 
Tourney set. No.1. Motto—Earnestly Advise Knowledge. 
H. C. 8., Houtzdale, Pa.—I have a Scott gun, choke-bore, and want 


the choke taken out of one barrel. Who would you recommend to do 
it? Ans, Send the gun to Genez, Chambers St., New York. 
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J. W. 8., Gansevoort.—What would you advise a person to do who 
wishes to secure a. patent and whois entirely unacquainted with the 
formulas tobe observed? Ans. Write to Scientific American, F. DE B., Philadelphia.—My pointer has commenced drooping his 
head, and breathes heavily ; symptoms have grown worse. He coughs, 
is weak, and can barely stand. Tongue seems tobe swollen. He 
scratches his ear. Have given hin castor oil. He is about six months 
old. Think he has a bad cold—what shallI do? Ans. You are proba- 
bly right about the dog having taken aseverecold. Give him twoor 
three doses of castor oil. Keep him quite warm and dry; and feed 
him on broths and milk for a while. 
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White to play and mate in two moves. 
Game No. 1.—EVANS GAMBIT. 


H. T. W., Northbridge, Mass.—I have an elk’s head and antlers, and 
moths have got into the hair. What shall I use to killthem? Ans. Use 
corrosive sublimate, first having carefully brushed the specimen. 


Wa 


H. V., Poughkeepsie.—Could ycu tell me where I could purchase an 
association score-book, short range, and at what price? Ans. Of E. H 
Madison, gunsmith, 564 Fulton street, Brooklyn; price 25 cents. 


J. W.F., auburn., Placer Co., Cal.—We will do our best for you, and 
will correspond with you later about the dog. You had better write us 
again, say in three weeks’ time, as we may know of a dog about then. 


F. G. Y., Philadelphia.—How would a tan-colored leather coat do for 
duck shooting on the Chesapeake? I refer to those advertised by G, 
W. Simmons & Son, of Boston. Do you think the color would be 
right for shooting over decoys from shor$? Ans. Simmons’ suits, or 
any other of the butternut color, are suitable for duck shooting; but 
as you must have warm clothing, you will have to get your suit several 
sizes toolarge, if yon wish to wear it as an over-dress, 


J. H. A., Clifty, Ind.—We refer you to the reply we have made R, B, 
8. The gun you mention isexcelient. We know some in use by lead- 
ing sportsmen, who have the highest opinions of their merits. 


Snipz, New York.—The law of Connecticut prohibits the snaring of 
grouse and quail, save on one’s own land. A man whosnares $20 
worth of grouse we should, most undoubtedly, consider a variety of the 
genus pot-hunter. 


W. T. M., Geneva, N. Y.—Crystal River is in Hernando Co, Florida 
between Homosassa and Cedar Keys; reached via water from the latter 
point. Regular vessels ply between these points. See our news 
columns last week. 


Doctor, Morganton, N. C,—I expect to be ordered soon to Arizona, 
Would you advise me to take my pointer, to whom I am very much 
attached, or will it be too much hardship for him? I would prefer to 
give him away rather than have him suffer. Ans. Yes, take your dog, 
It will pay. Capt. Viele, of 7th Cavalry, U. S. A., has just taken several 
varieties of thoroughbred dogs—hounds, pointers and setters—to the 
Rio Grande. The railroads will take good care of him, and on the 
stage routes you can let him alternately ride and run. You can do little 





White. Black. White. Black. Wine Sxor, Painsville, Ohio.—I want a book on wing shooting and | bird shooting in the West without dogs. You will find that nearly all 
Blackburne Peyer. Blackburne. Peyer. shooting of all kinds. What book shallI buy? Ans, In about a month | the sporting residents, even in the Indian Territory, own good hunting 
1—P-K 4 1—P-K 4 11—B-Kt 5 11—Kt tks Q B P | Captain Bogardus’ book (second edition) will be published and we think | dogs. 
2@—-Kt-KB3  2-Kt-Q B3 12—Kttke Kt = 12—B tks Kt you will find there what you want. , 
ihe ‘. ‘ oe i 1s Rees F 13-8 tks Kt SuBSCRIBER, Stamford, Ct.—1. Would having a gun choke-bored di- 
5_P-BS 5—B-R 4 15 R-B 15—Q-Q 2 H. M., 8. Lawrence Co., N. Y.—I want a shot and rifle combined arm, | minigh its penetration? 2 Is it possible for meto buy an Irish or 
6—Castles 6—Kt-K- B3 16—Q-K R4 16—K- not the barrels side by side. Who makessuchanarm? Ans. Messrs. English setter pup about four or five months old as cheap as eight or 
ee ‘ re ont 7? RQ. Lam 8 ~ W. H. Baker & C., of Syracuse, N.Y. It is called the “ three-barrelled | ten dollars? 8. Do you think it is possibie for an inexperienced person 
9—P-K 6 9_Kt-K 5 19—B-R 6 19—Q-B breech-loading gun.” Two shots and a rifle. to break a dog by following directions of “« Sportsman’s Gazetteer” pro- 
10—1gK 10—P-Q 4 ern ewe FINDLEY’s Laxe.—Findley’s Lake is about 19 miles from Corry, 11 | Vited he exercised much care and patience? 4. Would a-dog five 


months old now be old enough next fall to work well? Ans. 1. Ne. 2, 
Possibly, or you might getone asa gift. 3. Instructions were printed 
with that object and expectation. 4, Precocity often shows itself in 
very young dogs. He might “‘ work well,” but should not be —— 
to do much service in the field at so tender an age. 


White announced mate in four moves, from North East, and 8 from Sherman, on the Buffalo and Pittsburg R. 


R. A stage runs from Sherman tothe summer hotel there. Bass, 
perch and sunfish in the Lake ; fair ruffed grouse and woodcock shoot- 
ing. . 


J. G., West Lebanon.—1. Are there any Rocky Mountain quail in 
market? If not, where can I get some? 2. Can I get some native quail? 





THE FOREST AND STREAM PROBLEM TOURNEY. 
Recognizing the increasing favor with which this branch of the roya 
game is regarded we have decided to offer a number of liberal prizes 


for competition. A. B. C., Boston, Mass.—I shot last spring a small bird at Milton, 





THE PRIZES. 
1. For the best set. 2ic..c.c.c+cceccns vooeesvsce ce. sseuseceaseseeeo.$2500 | An8. Neither California quail nor native ones are to be had. These | Within a mile of Mr. Aldrich’s house, I took it there, and he said it 
9. For the second best Set.....-.cseesecssee::-- sc eeeece ween tose ees 20 00 | questions we have replied to ia the negative in almost every number of | Was an “ Aquatic Wood Wagtail.” I can find no bird of like name in 
:: a sd omen me Seema ere do dnote beta _ the paper. my “ Samuels’ Birds of N. E.” Since then I have obtained a more val- 
4. For the best three move ON ctancenncnens.s) ons Gonaadacnh uable work by Elliot Cones. In the family Mo on can 
8: For tne scoond best three move problems..... SII 200 | A¥RIMAN, Mahonington, Pa.—My setter bitch, 50 Ibs., native from | birq answers well to the hubits of the bird, but. C. gives only the yel- 
7. For the second best two move problems sabi oSsa 2 09 | impcrted, had oneof the claws on left fore foot taken off by acar-wheel, | iow wagtail, and says: “The sub-family, Motacéllinas, true wagtails, is 





but does not incapacitate her in the least. Will it debar her from entry 
and chances of being a prize winner in the Pittsburg Bench Show, to 
be held Jan.17 to 28? Ans. If not a disfigurement the dog could com- 
pete. 

Ss. W. B., Vicksburg.—Where can I buy a copy of “‘The Complete 
Angler ” of Izaak Walton and Charles Cotton, edited by John Major, 


8, For the best problem entered 'in the tourney... .......... cece. 500 
Each composer is invifea tosend in a two move problem accompanied 
by his photograph, the author of the winning position to receive as a 
prize’all the photographs. 
Problems will be judged according to the following standard. 
BULL’S PROBLEM CODE. 


represented in America by a single species.” In a word—Have I shota 
new species of American bird, or is it a yellow wagtall? I have it set 
up in my cabinet of birds by Mr. Aldrich. Ans. Of course, it is impos- 
sible to tell what your bird is without baving a description of it, but it 
is safe to say that y.u have neithera new species nor Budytes flava. 
Probably your bird is a Siurus, very likely the species called, in the 









3. Bommeairy of 8 solution .. ear eseeees , ‘~ cA as and published by Little, Brown & Co., Boston, 18672 What will be the | Key, S. noveboracensis, 
8. Accuracy and elegance of constraction Rasqsceoosld C010 = ** cost? Ans. Book very scarce. By leaving an order with Sabin or ‘ 





RULES. 

Competition is open to the world. All problems to be direct mates— 
that is to say, white to play and mate in two or three moves, as the case 
may be. All problems must be original and not hitherto published, Com- 
petitors: may enter as many se{g, or single problems as they please. 
Each competitor will affix a motto to every single set or problem sent 
in and also inclose his name and address. Competing problems will be 
submitted to the umpire, Charles A. Gilberg, Esq., who will report ali 
unsound positions. American composers will be allowed four weeks in 
which to correct such positions ; foreign composers being allowed eight 
weoks for the same purpose. Should the requisite corrections not be 


Leggat, in New York, you might get the book. Cost about $1.50. 


T. $5 Jr., Salem.—Has there ever been made for sale a cloth that can 
be placed on the ground to catch the broken glass which is used in 
shooting the glass balls ; if so, where can they be had? Ans. Not that 
we know of. In shooting the 5,000 glass ball match at Gilmore’s Garden 
a big sheet caught ali the fragments of glass. In shooting on grounds 
the same thing could be done. 


G. 8. F., Philadelphia.—Is it natural for a bitch setter to have passa- 
ges of blood from the urinary organs? My bitch—I had hunted her 
lately on a warm day—had a nervous spasm, and keeled over in con- 


¢ 

Norice To SPoRTSMEN.—Having receivea 80 many communications 
asking us for information in regard to our six-section bamboo trout, 
black bass, grilse and salmon rods, we have prepared a cireuiar on the 
subject, which we shall take pleasure in forwarding to any address, 
We keep on hand all grades, the prices of which range from $15 to $150. 
We pat our stamp only on the best, in order to protect our customers 
and our reputation, for we are unwilling to sell a poor rod with a false 
enamel (made by burning and staining to imitate the genuine articie) 
without letting our customers know just what they are getting. 

P. 0. Box 1,294.—[Ado, ABBEY & IMBRIK, 38 Maiden Lan 
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Baahting and Boating, 


HIGH WATER FOR THE WEEK. 











M. H. M. ms. 
40 7 @“ 7 
80 8 19 7 8&8 
O11 9 14 8 
50 Ww 6 9 2 
40 li Ol 10 18 
81 li 88 li 00 
wh 0 2 i# 





New Crarr.—The builders are designing and 
constructing quite a number of new yachts for 
the coming season, among. which we hear of a 
schooner-yacht about the size of the Comet, 
which Mr. Sam Pine is to build for Mr. Pierre 
Lorillard. Mr. Pierce, of the Atlantic Club, has 
contracted with Mr. Gorman, of Brooklyn, for a 
centre-board sloop-yacht, forty-six feet long. 
Mr. Gorman is also to build a sloop-yacht, forty- 
eight feet long, for Mr. John Dimon, of the 
Brooklyn Yacht Olub, who has just sold his sloop, 
the Wave, which Mr. Gorman built for him last 
year. Mr. Fred May and his brother, of the 
Seawanhakas, have a sloop-yacht 31 feet long, 11 
feet beam and 8 feet 10 inches deep, built by Mr. 
John Munn, of Brooklyn, from a model by Mr. 
A. Carey Smith. The same builder has also 
nearly ready for launching a centre-board sloop- 
yacht for Mr. James Smith. She is 33 feet long, 
13 feet beam and 3 feet 7 inshes deep. Mr. 
Munn has built since the close of the Jast season 
three cabin yachts, 29, 26 and 23 feet long re- 
spectively, and three open racing yachts, 20, 18 
and 16 feet long respectively. All these six he 
has on hand ready for purchasers at the opening 
of the season. Mr. Rhodes, of Brooklyn, has 
nearly completed a 28-feet racing yacht, which he 
has built for a member of the Atlantic Yacht 
Club. Mr. Jacob Schmidt, the builder of the 
Pluck and Luck, Dare Devil, etc., is building a 
catamaran. As he has sailed frequently in the 
John Gilpin, his proposed boat may be expected 
to embody all the advantages of the Herreschoff 
model with anyimprovement which may suggest 
itself to a builder like Mr. Schmidt. Mr. J. 
Lennox, Brooklyn, is building for Mr. J. Buchan- 
an Henry, of Staten Island, a centre-board yacht. 
Her dimensions are 37 feet long, 14 feet beam 
and 5 feet deep. She will be cat-rigged, but the 
main boom will not come to the taffrail, and 
abaft it she will carry a jigger. Mr. William 
Watts, of the Williamsburg Yacht Olub, . has 
nearly complete, at Greenpoint, a centre-board 
sloop-yacht 42 feet long, 17 feet 6 inches beam 
and 4 feet 6 inches deep. Me. Richard Wallin, 
at the foot of Court street, has completed a rac- 
ing yacht for ex-Commodore Noble, of the Oo- 
umbia Yacht Olub. 





Tue Dauntiess Soup.—James Gordon Bennett 
has sold his famous schooner-yacht Dauntless to 
a member of the New York Yacht Club, for 
$15,000. 

—The steam-yacht which is building for Mr. 
Dion Boucicault is to be of iron, and is being 
constructed at Chester, Pa. 








—Mr. J. Buchanan Henry’s new yacht will be 
called the Oruiser. It will fly the pennant of the 
New York Yacht Club. She is thirty-five feet 
over all. : 

—Mr, O. Iselin has sold his racing yacht Dare 


Devil to Mr. Dillworth, of Hoboken, and she 
will be enrolled in the New Jersey Yacht Club. 





—_—_—, 


—Mr. John Dimon, of the Brooklyn Club, has 
sold his sloop-yacht Wave to Mr. E. B. Underhill, 
of the same club. 





Brooktyn Yaout Civus.—At the regular meet- 
ing of the Brooklyn Yacht Club, Jan. 9, the fol- 
» lowing officers were elected for the ensuing 
year: Commodore, J. Lester Wallack, of the 
schooner-yacht Columbia; Vice-Commodore, 
Charles B. Hall, of the schooner-yacht Mystic ; 
Rear-Commodore, John B. Norris, of the 
yacht Sadie; President, Charles W. Blossom ; 
Secretary and Treasurer, William T. Lee ; Asst - 
Secretary, George G. Dunning ; Measurer, John 
W. Sawyer ; Fleet-Surgeon, Samuel Hall, M. D.; 
Judge-Advocate, Parke C. Place; Trustees, 
Samuel McElroy, D. 8. Hines, W. R. Wadsworth 
and’ Geo. R. Randolph ; Committee on Member- 
ship, 8. L. Blood, W. B. Ringwood and F. W. 
Jenkins; Regetta Committee, H, W. Turner, 
Henry Hentz and RB. J. Cortis. 





Quaker Crry Yaout Cxivs.—This club, of 
Philadelphia, has elected the following officers 
for the ensuing year: Com., A. F. Bancroft, of 
the yacht Lillie; Vice-Oom., L. Coleman, of the 
yacht 8. Josephe; Rear-Com., Paul Klotz, of the 
yacht White Wing of Chester; Pa.; Pres’t., N. 
B. Boyd; Sec., Chas. SeSalin ; Asst.-Sec., J. J. 
Baughman; Treas., Robt. Baird; Meas. Capt., 
Jno. ©. Vanderslice; Regatta Com., Chas. 8. 
Austin, Jno..8. Pomeroy and Jno. M. Seigel. 


Leorunzs ow Naval AgcHITEcTURE.—Mr. A. 
Carey Smith, the well-known yacht builder, is 
delivering a course of lectures before the Bea- 
wanhake Yacht Club, on the modelling and con- 





, FOREST: AND STREAM, 





struction of yachts. The first of the series 
was given at Delmonico’s last Saturday even- 
ing, and was upon the sheer, half-breadth and 
body plans of a yacht. The speaker illustrated 
his lecture.with capital black-board drawings. 
The next lecture, Jan. 26, will be upon the cal- 
culations involved in yacht-designing, tonnage, 
draught, etc. 








Stull; Vice-Pres., Sidney Astley; Sec., E 
Smith; Treas., Frank Hedden; en John 
coon George Meclure; Log , John P, 


Detzorr Boar Cxivs.—This club has now a 


total of 625 miles rowed in 191 trips. Officers 
for the ensuing year: Pres’t., Henry Russell ; 






Eocrnraio.—East Newark, N. J., bas a new 
boat club called the Eccentric ; Pres., penta 





Evane ; 


total membership of 281. The log shows a 
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‘Bonaparte. The illustrative notes and life of 

Wilson by Sir James W. Jardine. 3 vols. Ilus- 

trated in colors. New York: J. W. Bouton, 706 

Broadway. 1877. 
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UNION SQUARE, NEW YORK 


City, have made extensive prep- 


Tovurist.—The steam-yacht Tourist, owned by 
Commodore Charles A. Cheesborough, of New 


York, Capt. J.§. Simmons in command, arrived 
at Wilmington, N. C., on the 12th inst., en route 


for Jacksonville, Florida. 





NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF AMATEUR OARSMEN.— 


At the annual meeting of this Association, held 


in this city last Saturday evening, Alexander 


Krumbhaar, of the Philadelphia Barge Club, of 
Philadelphia, Pa., was elected chairman. There 
were present the following named gentlemen: 
O. M. Remington, Narragansett Boat Club, Provi- 
dence, R. I.; Robert L. Reade, Nassau Boat Club, 
New York ; H. E. Buermeyer, Athletic Club, New 
York ; H.W. Garfield, Mutual Boat Club, Albany. 
Ml. 2.: 1 We Kennedy, Passaic Boat Club, New- 
ark, N. J. The next regatta will be held next 
August at Newark, on the Passaic River, the 
Newark citizens to place $500 in the hands of the 
executive Committee, as a guarantee, before the 
second Saturday in June, the next regular meet- 
ing of the Association. There was a lively discus- 
sion upon the attempt to disqualify the Dauntless 
and Columbia College crews for rowing last Ovto- 
ber against theArgonautas. The latter contained 
a professional, Mr. Ed. Smith, and a rule of the 
Association is that any man rowing in a contest 
where there is a prof2ssional shall be from that 
time excluded from the Association. No club 
has made any application for the dismissal in 
this case, and nothing was done. The Atalantas 
sent in their resignation, and it was accepted. 
Messrs. Reade and Buermeyer were appointed to 
draw up a definition of “ junior sculler.” 


Boatinc at Harvarp.—For the University 
crew of 1878 twelye men are now in training. 
Of these six were in last year’s crew, namely: 
Bancroft, Captain, "78, Cambridge ; Smith, ’79, 
Worcester ; Schwartz, ’79, Bangor, Me.; Crocker, 
19, Fitchburg ; Brigham, ’80, Salem; Littauer, 
"78, New York city ; Allen, the last year’s cox- 
swain, is to be coxswain foe the comiifg race. 
The new men are Stowe, ’80, San Francisco ; 
Parker, '78, Lancaster ; Trimble, ’80, New York 
city ; Taussig, "79, St. Louis. From these Mr. 
Bancroft feels he tan select a capitalcrew. ‘The 
weight of the candidates averages about 187 
pounds. Their average age is 20 years, which 
is about the age of the average Harvard crew. 
In their race with Yale the crew will use a 
paper boat of the same length and build as 
that of last year. Harvard is also so well satis- 
fied with the present system of eight-oared crews 
that she will probably not return to the six- 
oared system. The interest in boating is not 
nearly so strong as it was a few years ago. 
The 1,400 students connected with the Universi- 
ty furnish only twelve candidates for places on 
the crew, and the enthusiasm of the ciub crews 
is in a sad state of decline. Their prospects, 
however, in the coming race are as encourag- 
ing as ever they were, and under the ener- 
getic and efficient control of Capt. Bancroft we 
shall expect a good record from the Crimson next 
summer. . 


Oxrorp’s CHALLENGE To OCoLtumBra.—Oxford 
University has challenged the Columbia College 
four to row a race from Putney to Mortlake 
for the college championship of the world. If the 
Columbia crew defeats Oxford a second race 
with Cambridge is proposed. The Columbia 
boys very sensibly disclaim representing any- 
thing more than their own college in this con- 
test, and while expressing their willingness to 
let all America and all American colleges par- 
ticipate in her victory if she wins, they do 
not wish to involve any other oarsmen in their 
defeat. 








ArtaLanras.—At the thirty-first annual meet- 
ing of the Atalanta Boat Club, of New York— 
the oldest rowing ciub in American waters— 
the following officers were elected for 1878 : 
Pres., George B. Dean, Jr.; First Vice-Pres., 
Frederick H. Clark ; Second Vice-Pres., Edward 
CG. Ripley:; Sec., John E. Eustis; Treas., Henry 
8. Sproull; Financial Sec., J. H. Kent; Board 
of Trustees, ex-Pres. Ransom Parker, Jr., John 
King, Seth H. Noyes, A. Byron Cross, Charles 
Devoe; Lieutenant, George W. Young; Log- 
keeper, P. Brennan. 


Trrrons.—The officers of the Triton Boat Club, 
of Newark, N. J., for the ensuing year are: Pres., 
A. W. Conklin (Mr. L. E. Saunier declining a re- 
election) ; Vice-Pres., J. W. Morrell ; Sec., Caleb 
Crockett ; Treas,, Frederick H. Shipman ; Cupt., 
Frank Phillips; Lieut., Frank M. Peters ; Log 
Keeper, Charles B. Campbell. Messrs. H. C. 
Rommel, C. 8. Glaze, J. C. Littell and J. W. Van 
Ness, were chosen trustees. 

x 





Evgexas.—The Eureka Boat Club, of Newark, 
N. J., has elected the following officers for the 
ensuing year: Com., John Young ; Pres., George 
Clark ; Vice-Pres., Watson Ryno ; Sec., Manning 
Force ; Treas., John P. Contrell ; Capt., Peter 
somes Lieut., Fred Fisher ; Log Keeper, Adam 





—The annual meeting of the New York Yacht 
Olub will be held Feb. 7th. 











































Vice-Pres’t., Addison Moffat; Sec., C. L. An- 
drews ; Treas., H. M. Campbell; Capt.,‘ John 
M. Hinchman. 


arations for the approaching 
HOLIDAYS. 

Their Stock of Diamonds, _ 
Watches, Jewelry, Silverware, 
Bronzes, Pottery, ‘Stationery 
and Fancy Articles, is the larg- 
est and most varied in this coun- 





Tue ENGiish CHampionsHirp.—The rowing- 
match for £200 a side and the Newcastle Chroni- 
ele championship of England Challenge Oup be- 
tween John Higgins, of Shadwell, and Robert 
Boyd, of Gateshead, on the River Tyne, from 
High Level Bridge to Scotswood Suspension 
Bridge, Jan. 14th, was won by Higgins on afoul. 


Glew Publications. 


Urianp Game Braps AND WaTER Fow. oF THE 
Unitep Srates: by A. Pope, Jr.- Published 
by Scribner, Armstrong & Ca, New York, 1878. 


As publishers of one of the leading magazines 
in the United States, Messrs. Scribner, Arm- 
strong & Co. have in a measure revolutionized 
American illustrative art. In Upland Game 
Birds and Water Fowl], these enterprising pub- 
lishers have shown their capabilities of carrying 
out successfally a new branch of art. Familiar 
as we should be with ornithological books, of 
which Andubon is the most remarkabie in a pic- 
torial sense, the publicatiun now under review 
certainly forms an era in illustrative natural his- 
tory. Mr. Pope’s work may be described as ex- 
actly that happy conception of artist and sports- 
man combined, where the form, contour and 
general color of the bird is caught. We may re- 
mark just here that the naturalist pave et simple, 
does not often possess the true artistic feeling. 
If it is a fish he draws or paints he necessarily 
proceeds in a quasi Chinese manner. He depicts 
every spine, every scale. If it bea bird he wishes 
to portray, each wing feather must find its place, 
and he is inclined to insist on the distinctions of 
plumule, semiplume or filoplume. In his anx- 
iety for absolute scientific accuracy, artistic 
effects and finish are sacrificed. That admirable 
collection of forms of plaster fish, with their 
exact colorings, due to the labors of the Smith- 
sonian Institution, are rigorously correct. An 
icthyologist would delight in such an assemblage 
of fish, but the artist would find but little pleas- 
ureinthem. The esthetic principle is what is 
wanting. A carefully modeled wax figure recalls 
the man, but a statue or picture embellishes, 
through the taste or genius of the artist, the 
human form. Mr. Pope is an artist in water 
colors, of marked merit, who has given careful 
study to the birds he paints, and Messrs Scrib- 
ner, Armstrong & Co. have taken his sketches 
and reproduced them in colors. Each illustra- 
tion is mounted on card-board some 22x28 inches. 
There are two such pictures in each number, 
and the letter press is printed on heavy paper, 
the descriptions being compiled from Wilson's 
American ornithology, Andubon’s Birds of Ameri- 
ca, Baird, Coues and all well-known authorities. 
The two pictures in the present number show 
the American Snipe and the Green Winged Teal. 
As much care has been taken with the birds as 
with their surroundings. Inthe snipe the round 
pretty head, the lustrous eyes of the Gallinago 
wilsoni are carefully hit off. Effects of plu- 
mage are wonderfully truthful. In the illustration 
of the teal one bird is down and hit hard, while 
the mate bird, with affrighted wing, shoots off 
like a bullet through the sedge and underbush 
which fringes the water side. Wecan hardly 
fancy more agreeable pictures for the sportsman 
or naturalist than to take these illustrations and 
to place them either in a portfolio for reference, 
or having them framed to ornament his walls 
with them. As to what is called “‘ registering” 
in color printing these pictures are absolutely 
perfect, and those not familiar with this art will 
wonder how by mechanical means such exact 
copies of the painter’s skill can be produced. 
Upland Game Birds is to be published in ten 
parts, five of which are now announced, and 
will be sold by subscription, and then only for 
the entire series. : 


Tux AMERICAN Naturauist.—The recent chang 
in the ownership of this journal has developed, 
as might have been expected, no little dissatis- 
faction among leading naturalists, who seem to 
think that its usefulness is thereby greatly di- 
minished. Heretofore many of our best known 
workers in science have contributed to its pages, 
and it was regarded as an impartial medium for 
communication with the public ; but the feeling 
against the change is so strong that it is result- 
ing in the gradual withdrawal of those who have 
hitherto been its most influential supporters. 





try, and includes novelties from 
abroad and choice goods of their 
own manufacture, not to be 





found elsewhere. 

A special department has been 
organized for sending goods to 
persons at a distance from New 
York, and any one known to the 
house, or naming satisfactory 
references, can have careful se- 
lections sent for inspection. 

They have lately published a 
little pamphlet containing acon.-. 
densed account of each depart- 
ment, and lists of articles appro- 
priate for presents, which they 
will send to any address on re- 


quest. 


Piper Heidsieck 
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For Sale Everywhere. 


JOHN OSBORN, SON & CO., 
45 Beaver = New York, 


44 St. Sacrament street, Montreal, 
GENERAL AGENTS. 


a“ 
Octi1 








ESTABLISHED 1820, 


C. G. Gunther’s Sons, 


(LATE 502-504 BROADWAY,) 


184 Fifth Avenue, 


NEW YORK. 





(Broadway and 234 St.,) 
SEAL-SKIN SACQUES AND WRAPS, 
FUR-LINED CIRCULARS AND CLOAKS, 
FUR ROBES, MATS, COLLARS & GLOVES. 


ALL IN LARGE ASSORTMENTS AND AT 
LOW PRICES. 
Booxs REczIveD.—American Ornithology : Na- ere 


tural History of the Birds of the United States, | N, B.—Orders by mail or information desired will 
by Alexander Wilson and Prince Charles Lucian | receive special.and promptattention, DealS Ot 
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The Fennel. 
ST. LOUIS BENCH SHOW 


February 19th, 20th, 2ist and 22d, 1878. 





$3,000 CASH PRIZES, 
$2,500 SPECIAL PRIZES. 


_—. 


REDUCED RATES AND PASSES FOR DOGS ON 
RAILROADS—HALF RATES BY ALL THE 
EXPRESS COMPANIES. 





The richest Ee list ever offered at a dog show 
in America. emium lists ready for mailing on ap- 


plication to the Secretary. 





Entries Close Feb. 5, 1878, Positively. 


Certifi- 





All entry fees must accompany entries, 
cates furnished exhibitors by the Association en- 
titling the holders to reduced railroad rates and 
privileges. 





CHAS. LINCOLN, Superintendent. 
JOHN W. MUNSON, Sec., St. Louis, Mo. 





ERBINA HENNEL,. 


JESSE SHERWOOD, Propriztor, Edina, Knox 
Connty, Mo., breeder and importer of Sporting Dogs, 
Pointers, setters, eaten, fox and beagle hounds. 
“Sancho,” Imp. inter, stud dog; fee, $35. See 
English K. C. 8. B., No. 1,005. Heis a grandson of 
the celeprated ‘“‘Hamlet,” No. 836. This dog 
“Sancho” has won seven prizes—four in Englan 
first at Crystal Palace, 1874), three here. 





BALLARD’S 
FLEA KILLER? 


DESTRUCTION OF FLEAS 
On Dogs and Other Animals, 


An Absolute and Perfect Exterminator of the pest. 
May be used with entire aay: 
Contents of a package sufficient to rid half a 
dozen large dogs of the vermin. 
NO PERSON OWNING DOGS SHOULD BE WITHe 
OUT THE FLEA KILLER. 


Price 50 Cents per Package. 


Will be sent postage paid on receipt of prices 
Proprietors, P - 


LAZELL, MARSH & GARDINER, 
dyi9 tf 10 GOLD STREET, NEW YORK, 





SPRATT’S PATENT 
MEAT FIBRINE DOG CAKES, 





Twenty-one One, Silver and Bronze Medals 


@warded, incl ~ Medal of lish Kennel 
Club, and of Westminster 


Ciub, New York, 





Mone are genuine unless so stamped, 
F. 0. de LUZE, 
Is South William Street, N. Y., sole Agent, 
Vor sale in cases of 113 lbs. Special terms to 





Fleas! Fleas! Worms! Worms! 


STEADMAN’S FLEA POWDER for DOGS. 


A Bane to Fleas—A Boon to Dogs. 
This Powder is: guaranteed to kill fleas on dogs 
Re 

Ww 8. x Ww 
greatly facilitates its use. imple and eMcacious. 
Price 50 cents by mail, Postpaid 


ARECA NUT FOR WORMS IN DOGS 
A CERTAIN REMEDY. 
Put up-in boxes containing a dozen powders, with 


fall directions for use. 
50 cents per Box by mail. 


the: Rop ann Guy 
and FomEer AND STEEAM. 


W. HOLBERTON. 


octaa 102 NASSAU STREET, 































Ghe Bennel. 


SETTERS FOR SALE.—“Fan,” black and tan, 
pure Gordon, imp. stock, out of “Maad,” by Marbles’ 
‘Grouse,” two years old; taught first lessons; bred 
to “Lelap” Jan. 5, 1878; price $75 One , two 
years, white and chesnut, sire Tucker's dog, Provi- 
dence, R. I., Copeland’s “Old Pete” grand sire, dam 
English imported, very handsome, 23}, inches high; 
taught first lesson, and game shot over; price $75. 
“Bell,” half imported red Irish and half English 
color orange, two yeats old, taught first and second 
lessons circular), extra in field, fast, staunch 
and handsome, 98}¢ inches high, never bred, price 
$125; will breed her to “Lelap,” same price. Dogs 
trained and boarded. For terms oe aa 
send for circular, FRANKLIN SU: RB, a 
Blue Hill, Mass. jig 


R SALE—A valuable setter dog, nearly three 

years old, choice stock, price $80. A first-class 
English double-barrel breech-loader, made to order 
for A, A. Kellogg, New Haven, Conn; used very 
little; warranted; size, No. 12; price, $50. Also, a 
Butler Health-lift; good as new; # little shop worn: 
cost $75, price $25. Address 218 Orange street, New 
Haven, Conn. jiT 3t 


E4T MILTON KENNEL—“Lelap” in the stud, 

bred by R. H. Purcel Liewellin, England, aire 
“Leicester,” dam ‘‘ Doll,” sister to ‘*Dart” and 
Adams’ “Drake,” eolor white, ticked black and tan, 
28% inches; high, extra quality, very handsome. 


Fee, $25. 


Tt DOG BREAKER’S GUID#.—Train your own 
dogs in the most artistic manner. ‘‘The Do; 

Breaker’s Guide” sent for three eent stamp. M.VO 
CULIN, Delaware City, Del. jittt 


R SALE CHEAP.—Valuable setter dog, broken. 
Will exchange for a good rifie (breech-loading) 


ri 
Address, ADVERTISER, New Haven, 
jani7 18 


Wwe SALE.—One imported red Irish setter dog, 
good 




















Dash, from J. C. Cooper, Limerick, Ireland, o' 

stock, sired by Grouse out of Flirt. Dash is 
about two years old and unbroken; of a deep bignd 
red color, with slight marking of white on face. 
Price moderate. One Chesapeake Bay duck dog, 
Friday (long hair), well broken to retrieve (about one 
year old ice, $25. Snapshot, celebrated cham- 
pion ter, and Frank, imported English setter, 
winner of first at Philadelphia, in the stud. LIN- 
COLN & HELLYAR, Warren, Mase. * Jani? 4¢ 


OCKER SPANIEL BREEDING KENNEL OF 

J M. P. MCKOON, Franklin, Del. Co., N. ¥.— 
I keep only cocker of the finest strains. I sell only 
young stock. I guaran‘es satisiaction and safe de- 
livery to every customer. These beautifal and in- 
telligent dogs cannot be beaten for ruffed grouse 
and woodcock shooting and retrieving. jlo tf 


OR SALE—One of the handsomest and best 
broken imp. red Irish setter dogs in America; 

is four years old, thoroughly broke on quail, ruffed 
sume, and is one of the best enipe dogs that I ever 
unted with. Pedigree and the above guarantee ; 
price, if taken soon, will be cheap. One red Irish 
setter dog pup, six months old; is out of ‘‘Bess,” by 
C. Z. Miley’s imp. red Irish dog, ““York,” one of the 
handsomest red dogs in America. Prive cheap. For 
fall particulars inquire G. 8. HACKER, Lancaster, 
Pa. jan10 tf 


Wee tee ot Irish setter bitches, four 
months. Sire of pups, Don, imported from J. 
C. Cooper, of Limerick, Ireland, by C. H. Turner, 
Sec, Nat. Kennel Club, St. Louis, Mo.; dam, Countess, 
by Rodman’s Dash. One Gordon bitch, eighteen 
months o]d; hunted this fall; staunch on quail and 
very fast, with nose ; will make a good one. 
One Gordon bitch eight months old. Full pedigree 
given with pups. H. B. VONDERSMITH, Lanvcas. 
ter, Pa, Nov22 tf 


R SALE.—A well broken pointer dog of good 
stock and pedigree. Also, some finely bred 
poem pups, six months old. Address immediately, 
OHN TOMKINS, Kennebunk, Me. 43 3t 


F°& SALE—My red Irish bitch “Bess.” by Salter’s 

celebrated “Dash,” out of Strachan’s oe 
“Belle.” ‘ Bess” whelped thirty-five puppies in 
three litters, and is a splendid field dog on wood- 
cock, q" ail and snipe. ill sell “Bess” in whelp to 
imp. “York, if desired. Also, a pair of pu nr 
months old, by “York,” out of “Besa,” fake F. 
A. DIFFENDERFFER, Lancaster, Pa. jst 


For Irish and native setters, dogs and bitches 
of all ages, broken and unbroken, address E, J. 


&OBBINS. Wethersfield, Oonn. 


Foe SALE, when eight weeks old, six puppies out 

of my blue belton setter Mell, by Bob por. They 
are black and white. Two of them are black. white 
and tan, and are almost perfect eo tH thetir sire, 
For pewtonians address L. F. W: ‘MAN, 5 City 
Hall, Detroit, Mich. 4eas tt 


DOG 8. 


DR. HENRY GARDNER, 1,762 Broadway, between 
56th and 57th st., New York City. Dogs treated and 
purchased ea. commission. .Thirty-one years ex- 
perience in canine diséases. Ag uf 
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NICHOLS & LEFEVER, 


SYRACUSE, N. Y., 


MANUFAOTURERS OF 


for Sale, 


OR SALE OR EXCHANGE.—A fine English 
double breech-loading rifle and shot combined, 
istol-grip stock, 45-100 calibre, 12-bore; also a very 
ne English double breech-loading shot-gun, 12-bore, 
$0-inch barrels, laminated steel. Will exchange for 
a very larye bore ee ontDeA gun, or sell 
cheap for cash. Address, FLO » Office For- 
BST AND STREAM. jani7 16 


R SALE, CHEAP—Two first-class breech 
loading shot-guns, 10 and 12-gauge; been used 
but little, and all as good as new; sold only as I have 
no time to use them... Address JOHN TOMKINS, 
Kennebunk, Me. j3 3t 


ECOND-HAND.—A ve: fine .Tolley breech 
loader, with two sets of barrels fitted to same 
stock; one pair 10-bore Damascus and very close 
shooting, other pair laminated steel and cylinder 
bore; weight, 9 Ibs, and 9% lbs. This gun was 
mae to er for the owner, and is very superior in 
every respect. Oan be examined at gun store of 
yanks C. SQUIRES, 1 Cortlandt street, N. Y. 
ov 


i ee 
or AND COUNTRY PROPERTY bought, sold 














and exchanged. C. 8. PECK, 8 West Twenty- 


fifth: street, New York Sept27 ly 





Wanted. 


Wy aareD 40 eight-gauge double breech-loader, 
Address, with description and price, 8. E. D. 
Office of “Forest and Stream.” jiott 








HIGHEST HONORS 
AT THE 
Centennial World’s Fair, 1876! 


SHONINGER ORGANS 





PRONOUNCED UNANIMOUSLY AS THE 


Best Instruments. 


Their comparative excellence is peoneaiaee by the 
Judges in their Report, from which the following 
is an extract: 

“The B. SHONINGER ORGAN CO.’S exhibit 
as the best Instruments at a price rendering them 
Possible to a large class of purchasers, having a com- 
bination of Réeds and Bells, producing novel and 
Pleasing effects, taining many desirable improve- 
ments, wil stand longer in dry or damp climate, .ess 
liable to get out of order, all the boards being made 
gy put together so it is impossible for them 
to either shrink, swell or split.” THE ONLY 
ORGANS AWARDED THIS RANK. 

There are 50,000 of our Instruments in this and 
the European countries in use, and they are so made 
that they will keep in tune, and stand any climate. 
They contain a magnificent Chime of Bells, tuned in 

ect harmony with the Reeds, producing wonder- 

effects. The Music Rack, when tuned forward, 
will make a splendid writing desk, with our Book 
Closets and Swinging Lamp or Flower Brackets, with 
a fine Stool boxed free withjeach Organ, makes the 
SHONINGER ORGANS the most substantial, con- 
venient and perfect Organ. 

ESTABLISHED 1850. 
We are prepared to appoint a few 

mew Agents. 

A liberal discount to the Clergy, Sunday §chools, 
Teachers, Churches and Lod, 

Illustrated. Catalogues, with prices, sent by mail 
upon application to ° 


B. SHONINGER ORGAN CO., 
97 to 123 Chestnut Street, 


PIANOS 


ington, N. J. 


OLD CUARD BALL. 


weer and Civic Rece m at the Academy of 
Music, Thursday evening, January 24, 1878. Tickets. 
$5, admitting gentleman and ladies, can be obtain 
only from the officers and members of the battalion, 
Armor SA Fourth Avenue, near 17th street. 

&@~ Diplomatic corps, army an‘ navy officers and 
mertbers of the National Guard will appear in uni- 
form. jani7 1 








Retail price $900 only $260. Parlor 
Organs, price $349 only $95. Paper 
free. Dan’l F. Beatty, Wash- 








{ Knives 6 


DOUBLE AND SINCLE-BARREL BREECH-LOADINC SHOT-CUNS 


Double-Barrel Breech-Loading Rifles, and Shot and Rifle combined. Muzzle-Loading Creedmoor 
guaranteed to be the best, and not to give ‘ UNACCOUNTABLE MISSES.” 


Our Catalogue Sor 1878 will be ready January 15, giving fall desoription of gun, recent improvements in same, matters of general interest to Sportsmen, étc., ete. 


Guns, Ete, 





— 


W. W. Creener’s 
CHOKE-BORE GUNS, 


Tried on Gamein America. 
Supplied by H. 0. Squires, 1 Cortlandt St. 
NEW YORK. 


See the Following Testimonials: 


Srr—I «a pncowre for me to inf rm you of my 
high appreciation of the 10-lb. Greener breech-load- 
"er purchased of you last winter. I consider choke- 
es a done, a8 the greatest improve- 
ment in fowling-pieces since the introduction of the 
percussion cap. It gives the maker complete con- 
trol of the pattern, and greatly increases penetra- 
tion. To prove this, I will give you the performances 
of this gun. The 82-inch 10-gauge barrels, charged 
with 4% drachms of powder and 1 oz. No. 6 Eng- 
lish chilled shot, give patterns ranging from 285 to 
88 pellets in 30-inch circle at 40 yards. The same 
charge of powder and 1% oz. No.4 American shot 
gives 160 to 1% pattern, with penetration which kills 
ducks at 50 to 7 yards like a stroke of lightning. It 
is a characteristic of the choke-bore to show its 
greatest —— in the large sized shot. What I 
am about to say will perhaps surprise you as much 
as the performance surprised me. On trial of tae 
12-gauge 28-inch modified choke-bore barrels, with 
33¢ drachms of powder and 1% oz. of shot, I got 
about the same pattern and spread of shot at 2 
yards as with the full choke 10-gauge barrels at 40 
yards, with tremendous etration. This is justthe 

ormance required of @ gun for thick cover, in 
which you generally find ruffed grouse, woodcock 
and quail, these birds being killed, with few excep) 


tions, at from 15 to 25 yards. 
COL. JOHN BODINE. 


Dean Sta—The guns arrived all right. Wethink 
these last guns you have sent us will place the 
Greener guns ahead of any other in this country, as 
guns of other makers don” compare in shooting 

ualities with them. We unhesitatingly recomme 
the Gromnet a8 Br cape: £07 gn or 





domestic man that we have seen. © say 
this after seeing and ns of all the most cele- 
brated makers. 3 ISLE, JONES & CO. 


The Greener gun presented by Mr. Squires for the 
best , and awarded to nie, is a close, clean, 
hard hitter, killing its game-at very long distances. 
It ia the second Greener that I have owned and they 
ca ‘beaten. «ui Wil With them at the trap 
or in the field. 8. B. DILLEY. 

Lake Orry, Minn. 

Srr—I have a pair of W. W. 3reeners oreech- 
loaders (bought of H.C. Squires; of New York), 
modified choke-bere. _Ehave had-am opportunity to 
test these weapons on_birds heavily feathered, and 
where great penetration was essential to success. I 
have repeatedly made long shots, always killing the 
game clean. At a target both guns made a very 


a distribution ef the shot, with exams ene 


Srr—The Greener breech-ioauer I purchased of 
you is very fine indeed, and gives x reat satisfaction, 
WARREN, Pa. ROBERT Yo NNISTON, 


. W. GREENER; St. Marv’s Work. Bir 
cede n land. fais : 


Sportsmen’s Goods, 











DECOY DUCKS. 
M. C. WEDD 


Monufacturer of Decoy Ducks, Maljlards, Blacks, 
Canvas-Backs, Blue-Bills and Red-Heads. Extra 
size and very nice, by my customers sending their 
best models to copy. 60 cents each. 87 Manhattan 
street, Rochester, N. Y. jit 





GO0OD’S OIL TANNED 


MOCCASINS. 


The best thing in the marke 
for hunting, fishing, 
snow-shoeing, etc. 
easy to the feet, ¥ 
=> durable. Made to order 
in a variety of styles, and 
warranted the ine 
article. Send for illustrated circular. M 8 
HUTCHINGS, P. O, Box 368, Dover, N. H. (Succes- 
sor to Frank nek 

W. HOLBERTON, 102 Nassau St., N. Y., Agent, 














Ronan’s Metal Shelli Cleaner. 


Cleans fifty shells in ten minutes. No water used 


self-adjusting, prevent the slipping 
0 unegualled as a breech wiper by cover- 
ing with an oiled cloth. For sale by al dealers, 
or sample sent free by mail on receipt of price, $1.50; 
10 and 12 bore, J. F. RONAN, 788 Shawmut avenue 
Boston, Mass. Liberal discount to the trade) ene 








UNION SQUARE HOTEL, 


ONION SQUARE, Corner 15th Street, New York. 


A. J. DAM & SONS, Proprietors, 








Gungowder. 


Warren Powder Mills | 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


BLASTING AND MINING, SHIPPING AND 
SPORTING GUNPOWDER. 


« Border nine > Seapawete and. Warren Sporting 


Cannon and Musket, U.S. Standard. The above can 
be had of the dealers, or at wholesale at the office, 


27 Doane street, Boston, Mass., and of the agents, 


AGH C-RENGE bABONS is wae 


THE 
HAZARD POWDER CO, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


GUNPOWDER, 


Hazard’s “‘ Electric Powder.” 
Nos. 1 (fine) to 6 (coarse). Unsurpassed ip point of 


strength and cleanliness. Packed in square canis- 
ters of 1 Ib. only. 


Hazards “American Sporting.” 


Nos. 1 (fine) to 6 (coarse). In 1 Ib. canisters and 
63 lb. kegs. A fine grain, quick and clean, for 
upland prairie shooting. ell adapted to shot- 


guns. 





Hazard's * Duck Shooting.” 


Nos. 1 (fine) to 5 (coarse), In 1 and 51>. canisters 
and 634 and 123g lb. kegs. Burns slowly and very 
clean, shooting remarkably close and with great 

ation. For field, forest or water shootlig, it 
ranke any other brand, and it is equally serviceable 
for muzzle or breech-loaders, 


Hazard’s “ Kentucky Rifle.” 


PFFG, FFG, and “Sea Shooting” FG, in kers >f 9, 
123g and 6% lbs, and cans of 5 Ibs. «1 FFG 1s also 
packed in 1 ana lb, cinisters. Burns strong and 
moist. The FFFG and FFG are favorite brands for 
ordinary sporting, and the “Sea shooting” I'G 12 
the standard Rifle puwder of the country. 


Superior Mining and Blasting Powder. 


GOVERNMENT CANNON & MUSKET POWDER; 
ALSO, SPECIAL GRADES “OR #XPORT, OF 
ANY REQUIRED GRAIN OB. PROOF, je 
FACTU. TO ORDER. , 

The above can bo had of deamers, or of the Com- 
pany’s Agente in every prom‘pent city, or wholesale 


at our 4 
88 WALL STREET, NEW YORK. 


ORIENTAL 
OT a ee 


rw CFACTIIPECL ati vo 
MANUFACTURERS-OF ALL KINDS OF 


AO aa 


Office—i13 BROAD STREET,: BOSTON. 


BRANDS—DIAMOND GRAIN. 
. FALCON DUCKING. 
WILD FOWL SHOOTING, } 


‘WESTERN SPORTING, 
(Oriental Rifle.) 




















f The “ Oriental” ‘der is equal made 
expense is epared to make the bet 1m 





_é. BRANCH OFFICES, 


J.G. Munro, Agent, 19 Exchange S!., Buffalo, N. Y. 
Cobb & Wheele:, * gents, 9 State St., Chicago, Ill, 
0. J, Chapin, Agent, «15 Locust St., St. Louis, Mo. 
Agencies in the principai cities in the United States, 






guia! 
JE 
HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT, 


DEALERS IN 


Diamonds, Silverware, Watches, Jeweiry, etc. 
IMPORTERS OF 


Frenca, Genuan, ap Enonisa Fancy Goons. 
SPECIAL ATTERTI GIVEN TO THK MANUFACTURE 


OF APPROPRIATE DESIGNS FOF 


Shooting, Boating, Racing, and other Prizes. 
our 


ILLUSTRATED GATALOGUE, 


Cow 'alNING 
Three Dozen Wood Cuts of the above and other articles 
In our line, and Including the 
GAME LAWS OF CONNECTICUT, 

Mailed to any Address, on receint of $0 SENTS, 


N.Y, Newspaper Mailing Agency 


‘With the latest improved Newspeper Folaing and 
Machines, No. 13 Spruce street. 


JAMESBRADY, Manager and Proprietor. 











: FOREST AND, STREAM. 


Sportsmen's Goods. 
BOSTON 
SHOOTING SUIT. 


Manufactured only by 


G. W. SIMMONS & SON, 


BOSTON, MASS. 


THE BEST IN USE. 


ONLY ONE QUALITY MADE AND THAT IS THE 
VERY BEsT. 


Each article—coat, trowsers, vest and hat— 
have the name and manufacturer’s address 
stamped upon it, and no suit is genuine without 
it bears this imprint. 

The suit can be sent, securely packed, by mail 
to any part of the United States or Canada on 
receipt of $1.25 ahove the price of the suit. 

We make no discountexcept to the trade. We 
make but one quality, and thatis the VERY BEST. 
The price of the suit complete is $18. 

The suit consists of coat, trousers, vest, and 
choice of either cap with havelock, or hat. 

The material is of the best quality of duck, 
waterproofed by a patent process. The color is 
that known as “‘ dead grass shade.’’ 

The seams and pocket corners are riveted, and 
nothing is neglected to make the whole suit com- 
plete in every way. 


OUR PATENT DECOYS 


have entirely superseded the old-fashioned cum- 
oersom:’, wooden decoys. The birds are hollow, 
and six of them occupy about the space of one 
wooden devoy. The Duck Decoys of all kinds 
ire $12 per dozen; geese, $3 each ; yellow leg, 
$4.25 per dozen; black breast plover, $3.75 per 
uozen; red breast plover, $3.75 per dozen; 
gocen plover, $3.75 per dozen; turnstone, 
chicken plover, etc.) $3.75 per dozen ; sandpipers, 
3.00 perdozen. We are now making standing 
geese tor field shooting. 


THE HUNTER’S TENT 


+n ade of tan-colored duck; light, easily trans- 





j; portel Size, 7 ft. by8 ft, Price, $10 complete, 


made on the umbrella principle, folding into a 
neat roll 3 feet long. 

In the judges’ report at Philadelphia they were 
ccmmended for excellence in every part. Very 
novel and } racticable ; adapted to all out-of-door 
purposes where lawn, beach, hunters and camp 
tents are used; quick folding ; ali sides strongly 
fortified; enables them to stand against wind 
andraiu. Rev. F. B. Savage, of Albany, N. Y., 
who eamps out in Florida in winter, and»the 
Adirondacks in summer, writes this about the 


tents: 
ALBANY, July 31, 1877. 


Sirs—I have just returned from a three-weeks’ 
camping expedition in the Adirondacks, and have 
had the three tents bought of you put to the severest 
tests of exposure both as to wind and storm, and I 
do most unhes.tatingly say they are the most com- 
plete thing of the kind I ever used. 

1st, They are easily put up or taken down. 

ad. They are perfectly waterproof. 

8d. They area good height and all the room is 
available. 

Our party asked for no better. They were admired 
by all who saw them, and one party insisted on buy- 
ing one of ours that was to spare. Rev. Dr. Duryea, 
of Brooklyn, and the Rev. Dr. Irwin, of Troy, both 
indorse what I say about your tent. With kind re- 
gards, yours truly, F. B. SavaGE. 


Tan-Colored Leather Pliable 
Waterproof Suits. 

Shooting Coats, Jackets, Breeches, Vests and 
Hats at following prices: Coats, $22; Breecher, 
$15; Jackets, $18; Veste, $12. These form the 
most elegant shooting equipment known. They 
are indestructible. 

A recent notice in the Forrest asp STREAM 
from a correspondent, says : 

Whenever a sportsman, or even one who does not 
claim the distinction, finds a really good and useful 
article, it is no more than fair that he should let 
others have the benefit of his knowledge. For this 
reason we would call attention to the Tan-colored 
Leather Shooting or Fishing suits, made by G. W- 
SIMMONS & SON, of Boston, Ma*s., the manufac- 
turers of the famous “ Boston Shooting Suit.”’ 

I saw these goods advertised in your paper, and 
wrote to the parties for samples. I found the ma- 
terial as soft and pliable as'a piece of kid. I tested 
it by soaking in water twelve hours, and found it as 
nearly waterproof as one could desire, and after dry- 
ing was hippily surprised to find it had not stiffened 
in the least. I have since then received a full suit— 





‘| coat, vest and breeches—ordered by letter from 


measure taken by myself. 
The goods are splendidly made, well lined with 


flannel;.in factI donot see how they can be im- 
proved. 

My friends are unanimous in their verdict that a, 
W. Simmons & Son’s leather goods cannot be ex- 
celled in quatity or beaten in price. 

For every kind of sportsmen’s goods address 

G. W. SIMMONS & SON, 
Oak Hall, Boston, Mass. 


PRICE, BOXED, WITH DARTS, SLUGS, 








~ TARGETS, &c., #10. 
FULL NICKEL PLATE 
B12. 







eS IMPROVED AIR RIFLE. 

* ly Adapted for Target Practice, 

SPLENDID FOR SHOOTING ~MALL GAME and touching up 

3 GATS GOR DOGS. 

Just the taing for Taxidermists to collect specimens, There is no report or dan- 

4 ger attending its use, or any auxiliaries required to operate it. It can be loaded with 
_ © ease and rapidity. Itis extremely simple, and has no delicate parts to get out of order or wear 

out. For sale by the Trade generally. Sent upon receipt of price or C.O. D, Be : 

SEND FOR OFRCULAR. H. M. QUACKENBUSH, Patentee and M’fr, Herkimer, N.Y. 


Hart’s Sportsman’s Favorite Metallic Shells. 
FOR BREECH-LOADING SHOT CUNS. 


These Shells are easily loaded, and the caps easily extracted from inside. ~ 
Head solid and much thicker than any Shel! now made, giving a solid seat for cone or anvil, which prevents 
it from driving through or springing away, thereby causing miss-fires. “he Coneis made of nickel, and fas- 
tened solid in its place. Neither rusts nor corrodes fast, !ike movable ativil made from sieel. ‘The Nickel 
Cgne also prevents miss-fire when a cap has been Jeft on shell four a few days, which is liable to occur either 
in steel or iron. These Shells are finely finished, and made avy ~— ordered, from 234 to “4g inches. 
Shells and Loa‘ers and Descriptive Price-Lists can be obtained from ail the leading Sportsmen’s Houses 
throughout the country. GEO.E/ HART & CO., Newark, N. J, 
FROM CAPTAIN BOGARDUS, CHAMPION WING-SHOT OF AMERICA. 
Messrs. Grorce E. Hart & Co.—Gentlemen: The fifty Shells I received from you to-day suit me better 
than anyI have ever used. They are stronger and better in every respect, and I shall use them in allmy 
shooting hereafter. Yours truly, A. H. POuARDUS. 


A VICTORIOUS INVENTION 
The Eagle Claw. 


An ingenious device for the purpose of catching all kinds of 
Animals, Fish and Game. 

The easy method of setting the Kagle Claw, combined with 
the simplicity of removing the victim, are among its peculiar 
advantages, 

It is immaterial how to place it when set. It may be buried 
fiat in the ground, suspended from the limb ofa tree, or, when 
occasion requires, covered with gras-, Jeaves or other light 
material without in any way impairing its certain operation. 

It is adapted for bait of avy description, and, when eer, no 
Animal, Fish or Bird that touches the bait can possibly escape, 

It does not mangle or injure its victims in the slightest 
degree, uor need they be handied to free them from the trap, 


PRICE LIsT. 


No. 1—For fi:hlng and all kinds of small game and animals, 

MOU UY WEA shss00ccsccvccsacer.e tngness - caches bc0ni een, 

No. 2—For catching Mink, Muskrate, Raccoons, large Game, 

DUD, CBG sen encon.p suis aha teatsee sitbetnds<oessa CORU, 

No. 8,or Kocky Mountain Giatt, for catching Bears, Woives, 

Pavthers, etc. Can be easily set by a boy, and will stand a 

strain of severai hundred pounds, Weight, 10 to 15 lbs, $10. 

All goods sent, charges paid, to any address on receipt of 
price. Address 


Stent & Co., Mfr's. Agents, 


132 Nassau S&St., 
P. O. box 2997. NEW YORK. 


, ACENTS WANTED. 


SHARPS’ RIFLES---MODEL 1878. 


ORDERS FOR THE NEW MILITARY AND LONG-RANGE RIFLE ARE NOW BEING FILLED, 


ee ee es ee Rd 


SEND FOR ILLUSTRATED PRICE LIST. 


Sharps’ Rifle Co., Bridgeport, Conn, 


NEW YORK WAREROOMS, 177 BROADWAY. 




















—_—— = 











Great reduction in the price uf the New Model; 22, 30, 
32, 88 and 41 calibres. Send for new reduced price list of 
Revolvers, Boxing Gloves, Air Guns, Novelties an“ 
Sportsmen’s Goods. 


Fish & Simpson, 


182 NASSAU ST., N. Y. 


COLT’S REVOLVERS. 








p: 0. Box 4,968. 
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LIGHT MACHINES FOR PONY 
OR HORSE POWER. 

The great success of these machines 
is unprecedented, and it may be cen- 
fidently affirmed that no,article hy as 
ever more proved its super- 
iority for the quantity and quality of 
its wun oan" this. ve is gry i 








PU LLEE ‘several «and can be fitted up 
itable for bullock, mule, steam or wind power, in addition 
those above mentioned. 


Buffalo Excelsior Pony Ptaner and Matcher. 

r Patented March » 1875. 
Best of its kind in use. 

Price, com 

Also Plan: 

seas aevio oa 

quality. 


ESTABLISHED IN 1887. 
Consult your interest by sending for our revised and reduced prices, * 
: LATEST IMPROVEMENT. NEARLY ONE THOUSA: 
P Excelsior Double Treadie, including one doz» evFFALe Buffalo Pony Planer. Willett 
« gens, ict inigaltable Fret catnt Pony Planers . — pay expense of running in? 
3 ‘atterns and prepare: , to the i pwards 
= eh ee) value of $4. are device for tighten- a. Price from $gp and v 
rip pee ing Saw, Power Drilling attachment, 
Wrench, Oil Cup and w Driver. 
Speed, 800 strokes per minute. Saws, 
11-2inchthick, Price, complete, cased 
and dclivered on cars or at Ex- 
press office, $12. 
Saw only, without attachments, $9. 
SMALL STEAM ENGINES, 
With Copper Boiler, to drive light 
Lathes, Scroll Saws, etc. Are all sizes 
from 1-8 up to 2 horse power; either [su 
plain castings, partly finished, or com- | to 





plete, ready for use. 
‘The “Scientific American” ft pnenn, 
» Says of the above, in an ex 
I, introducing our manufactures 






Sa == machine cut- 
ters, meat or feed , OF machines, drive small blowers for tubes in a ~ or for 
Dincksmsith's Seege, or Compeees air or oor am sir pump.on s-amail scaleis 6 only of the purposes to 


wiAlso Engines ana Bilerscapable of boats 

Engines and Boilerscai o from 18 to 28 feet long, te . with draft of water 

25 toz8inches. The boats cated oan, , ef oak, plot pienth See tatenmhons, Rave 
¢ boat, lockers and coal anc have two coats of paint. 


with rudder and tiller, row locks and oars; 
Those wishing a pleasure boat will find these the safest and featctt, a6 they can be made atizin s speed of from 6 to 


ter for exploring expeditions and surveying parties. The Engine and Boiler can be easily detached from the 
Braliable for Agricultural, Mechanical, Commercial or Domestic wepinauanaeoar for the use ot Amateurs, when power is 
running light machinery. 
ie Price of 20 foot boat, é $42.00 





needed 
Ce Peer oe ee cad Boller, without beat, tacteding diving pulley, ‘0 ' «., ages 
Illustrated Catalogue containing Cno Hundred Scroll Work Deelgns mailed to any address free on receipt of Stamp 
GEORGE PARR, BUFFALO, N.Y&., U. 8. A. 
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FOREST AND STREAM. 





4€5 





LONG-RANGE 


RIFLE SHOOTING. 


A Complete History of the International 
Long-Range Matches, |§73-1877—Com- 
plete Elcho Shield Scores—Rules and 
Regulations of the N. BR. A. | 
Etc., Etc. 


FULLY ILLUSTRATED 


RIFLE EDITOR OF THE “FOREST AND 
STREAM AND ROD AND GUN.” 


Price 25 cents. 











New Yore. 


Published by the Forest and Stream Pub. Co. 
1877. 





Bound Volumes 


oF 


Forest and Stream. 


EIGHTH VOLUME, NOW READY. 


First Four Volumes, $4 each, Others, $3.50. 


Acomplete set of the FOREST AND STREAM- 
seven volumes, bound handsomely in cloth—a valu, 
able library for the spoitsman—can now be obtained 


On apovlieation to this office. 


- @et your fine books bound. Art Journal bound 
aniform to London publishers’ style, Picturesque 
America, Art Treasury of Germany and 
Women in Sacred History, large a = 6s 


illustrated works, music and 
gine and lowest prices ; done intwo or three days 


_ E. WALKER’S SONS, 14 Dey street. 


Camp Life. in Florida. 








y CHARLES HALLOCK, 


AUTHOR OF THE FISHING TOURIST, 


Published by Forest and Stream Pub- 
lishing Co., 
No. 111 FULTON STREET, NEW YORE, 
And for sale by all booksellers. Sent by mail, post- 


age prepaid, on receipt of price ($1.50) at office of 
publication. 


FRANK SCHLEY’S 


AMERICAN 











ee c *. Mea et : 
Partridge & Fheasant Shooting. 


Describ the Haunts, Habits, and Methods of 


Hunting and Shooting the American et ee 


Ruffei Grouse—Pheasants, with directions 

ling the gan. hunting the dog, and shooting on the 

wing. Price, $2. Liberal d nt to the trade. 
To be had at book stores generally. Address, 


Frank Schiey, . 
Frederick City, Md. 


A new Medical treatise, “The 
Science of Life, = Self-Preser- 
vation, a book ore any 
Feet sent by mail. 


KNO 
THYSELF srent’ 


the price of the book. Gold medal awarded the author. 
The a Herald aaah wee Sehanee of Life is, 


erie HEAL 
fete bate” THY SELF 


The Southern Guide. 


A finely illustrated quarterly periodical, exhibiting 
the characteristics aud resources of the — 


States. One dollar pcr year; single 
Published by 

AMHALL ., Washin D. C. 
BR. & CO., on DS 


ULTRY WORLD —A lendidly illustrated 
PO ruonthy, ie «Zea, Send 68 for 
Conn. Deeé lyr 


Oct?11 

















. | Publigations, 





Sportsman’s Gazetteer 


CENERAL CUIDE, 
By CHARLES HALLOCK, 
Editor “ Forest and Stream and Rod and Gun.” 


——_ 


896 pp.;—Price $3. 
Tinted Paper, $4; half-bound mo., $5. 





A complete Dictionary ‘for Sportsmen. Every- 
body wants it that has a dog, gun or fishing rod. 

A complete smaion 6f all kinds of Game, Fish, 
etc. Field Sporte, Angling, Fly Tying 
Dogs, Dog Breeding, Diseases and ‘rreatment, Boat- 
ing and Boat-building. 

Several thousand localities where game and fish 
are to be found. 

Nothing of the kind ever before published worth 
ten times the price, 


PUB. BY 


LISHED 
FOREST & STREAM PUBLISHING CO. 
111 Fulton street, New York. 


ANSAS. 


All about its Soil, Climate, Resources, Producte, 
Laws, and ite People are givem: in the ‘“- Kansas 
Farmer,” a 10-page Weekly, in its fifteenth year. 
Postpaid, three months, 50 cents. Address 

Has quickly t Sone nigu poses’ malaaeyss tural 

as quickly taken @ place among cultura. 
journals —N Y. Tribune Wehave considered it 
among the best of our exchanges, and a a rep- 
resentative of the West.—Practical Farmer, Phila- 
delphia, Our Kansas friends should feel much 
vride in the high character and sterling worth of 
their State agricultural paper.—National Live-Stock 
Journal. We cheerfully credit it with being one of 
the best edited of our Western agricultural ex- 
changes.— Spirit of the Times, N. Y. j34t 


HOW TO LIVE 





l dress TROu 
ss We York 
Sportimen’s Routes. 


FOR FLORIDA 


OR THROUGH TICKETS TO FERNANDINA 

JACKSONVILLE, ST. AUGUSTINE, SAN- 

FORD, ENTERPRISE, and intermcdiate landings 

on ST. JOHN’S RIVER and interior points in 

FLORIDA, by steamship to SAVANNAH, and thence 

by railroad or steamboat, apply to WM. L. JAMES, 
General Agent. 

Philadelphia ana Southern Mail 8. S. Co., 
Pier 22 South Delaware Avenue, Phila. 


Deci4-ly 





‘The Bermudas.”’ 


FAVORITE AND DELIGHTFUL 

WINTER RESORT, is reached in seventy. 
hours from New York, and being surrounded by the 
warm waters of the Gulf Stream enjoys an equable 
temperature of ahout 70 deg. 

The elegant British Steamships “‘ Bermuda,” and 
“Camina,” 1,000 tons, fitted ex: for the - 
ger travel, are dispatched from New York for Ber- 
muda fortnightly, making connection at Bermuda 
with steamers for St. Thomas and West Indies. For 
fall information apply to A. E. OUTERBRIDGE, 
Agent, 29 Broadway, N. Y. Dec 21 ly. 


ow A 


—— 





St. Paul and St. Louis 
Short | Line. 


Burlington, C. Rapid= & N’rth’rn 


Railway. 
QUICKEST, CHEAPEST ASD REST: 


TWO PASSENGER AINS EACH WAY DAILY, 

Enea foe, running ough tons se Sack 

ugh some of the fines: 

hunting in the Northwest for Gesse, Ducks, 
‘ed Grouse and Sports: 


and 
and their 





5 Sportimen’s Boutes. 
REDUCTION OF FARE. 
$3 NEW YORK TO BOSTON 


Via THE 


Fall River Line 


To Boston and Return, $5. 


M: ficent Steamers NEWPORT and OLD COL- 
ONY leave New York daily (Sundays excepted) at 
4:30 P.M. This is the only Sound Line giving pass- 
engers a FULL NIGHT’S R+S!. Passengers take 
any one of the FIVE: MORNING TRAINS Fall 
River to Boston. 

BORDEN & LOVELL, GEO L, CONNOR, 

Agents. General Pass Agent, 








EW YORK AND PHILADELPHIA NEW LINE 
BOUND BROOK ROUT 
FOR TRENTON AND PHILADELPHIA. 


COMMENCING NOVEMBER 26, 1877. 
STATION 'N NEW YORK—Fo00t of Liberty st. N. R. 

Leave New York for Trenton and Philadelphia at 
6:30, 8, 9:30, 11:30 A. M., 1:30, 3:30, 5:30, 12 P, M., and 
at4 P.M. for Trenton. 

Leave Philadelphia from station North Pennsyl- 
vania Railroad, Third and Berks streets, at 12:65 
7:30, 9:30, 11:80 a. M., 1:30, 3:30, 5:30 P. My 

Leave Trenton for New York at 1:20, 6:36, 8:06, 


10:20 A, M.j 12:15, 2:16, 4:10, 6:15 P. M. 
Pullman Drawing Room’ Cars are attached to the 


the 7:30, A. M., 1:30 P.M. trains from Philadelphia. 

SunDAy Tratns—Leave New York and Phila- 
defphia at 9:30 a. M., 5:30, 12 Pp. m, Leave Trenton for 
New York at 1:20, 10:20°a. M., 6:10 P. M. 

Tickets for sale at foot of Liberty street, Nos. 529 
and 944 Broadway, at the principal hotels, all oilices 
of the Erie Railway in New York and Brooklyn, anc 
at No.4 Court street, Brooklyn, Baggag> checked 
from residence to destination, 

Septis ly H. P. BALDWIN, Gen. Pass. Agent 


GREAT SOUTHERN 


Freigh t& Pass’ngerLine, | 


VIA 


Charleston S. C, 
The South and the Southwest 
AND THE 


FLORIDA PORTS, 


Wednesday and Saturday 


At 3 o'clock P. M. From Pier 
27, N. R. 


CITY OF ATLANTA, . CHARLESTON, 
Capt. M. 8. Woodhall, Capt. R. W. Lockwood. 

SANTIAGO DE CUBA, G. W. CLYDE, 
Capt. 8. Crowell. Capt. Ingraham. 


The above steamers have been handsomely fitted 
up for the conveniemee of passengers, and are un- 
rivalled on the coast for 


Safety, Speed and Comfort. 


Close Connections at Charleston with the favorite 
and well-known Florida packets, DICTATOR, Ca; 
Vogel; CITY POINT, Capt. Scott, for FERNAN- 
DINA, JACKSONVILLE, 8T. AUGUSTINE, ‘PAs 
LATKA, ENTERPRISE, MELONVILLE and all 
points in Florida. 


EXCURSION TICKETS iT REDUCED RATES. 


"Insurance to destination ONE-HALF OF ONE 
PER CENT. 
Goods forwarded free of Commission. P, e 
tickets and Bills of Lading issued and signed at the 
office of JAMES W. QUINTARD & CO., Agents, 
Pier 27, N. R., foot. Park Place, Office on the 
wharf. 
W. P. CLYDE & CO., No. 6 Bowling Green, 
Through Freight Tariffs, P: Tickets by all 
routes and to all points in the South and Southwest, 
and further information can be obtained at the office 
of BENTLEY D. HASELL, General Agezt, 
Great Southern Freight Line, 317 Broadway. 
corner of Thomos street. Octi1 38m 


10 SPORTSMEN: — 


THE PENNSYLVANIA B.R. 00. 
Respectfully invite attention to the 









their’ lines for reaching most of the 
TRO P. RACE COURSES 
Middle tes. These lines ON 
FROM ALL IMPORTANT POINTS, ayoid t) 


culties and dangersof reshipment, while the- exe 
lent cars which run over the smooth steel tracks ¢ 
able STOCK TO BE TRANSPORPED witho 


GUNNING AND FISHING 
ivanienons EECS een 


iierameete tte Garr 

Ghat vertaeen FN - 2% 

Trout Fishing Wing Shooting, and Still 
Hunting. 


Also, to 
BEACH HAVEN. CAPE MAY 
8Q and points on the NEW JERSBY COAST 
renowned for SALT WATER SPORT AFTER FIN 
AND FEATHER. 


L. P, FARMER, Gen’! Pass. Ages, 
Frank THomson. Gen’l Manager. fetit-tf 


Old Dominion Line. 
The steamers of this Line reach some of the fines/ 
sections in the coun 


. Connections direct for Cobb’s 
and points on the Peninsula. Point, 
om nt Tennessee, hmge-d, forfolk 
steamers sail , Thursday and Saturday; 
Dela Mondag aod Friday alse m Full infor 
Sy Pe ee he ee 

sep 








fend): 


boos hoses in the bay. 


Sportsmen's Routes. 





ST. AUCUSTINE, FLA., NAS- 


SAU, N.P., HAVANA, CUBA. 





From Savannah, Ga., to Nassau, N. P., and Ha- 
vana, Cuba, via St. A tine, Fia., steamship San 
Jacinto will sail Jan, 29, Feb. 12 and 26, and every 
alternate Tuesday. Connecting steamers leave New 
York on Jan. 26, Feb. 9 and 23, 


FOR NASSAU DIRECT, 


———— Carondelet, February 6 and March 9, 
and monthly thereafter from Pier 16, East River, 
New York. 
For all particulars, illustrated guide, &c., apply to . 
MURRAY, FERRIS & CO., 


No, 62 South St. 
ONLY DIRECT 


FLORIDA LINE. 


For Fernandina, Fla., Port Royal, 8S. C., and 
Brunswick, Ga. 








Sailing every FRIDAY from Pier 20, BE. R., at 3 P.M. 





Close connection made at each port with all rail- 
roads for the interior, and at Fernandina with the 
steamer Carrie (which has been refurnished), for 
Jacksonville and the St. John’s River, 

For through rates of freight and passage to al 
points in the South and Southwest, apply to 


G. H. MALLORY & CO., Agents, 153 Maiden Lane, 
Nov29 4m NEW YORK. . 


EW HAVEN, HARTFORD, SPRINGFIELD, 
AND THE NORTH. 

The first-class steamer ELM CITY leaves Pier 25, 
East River, daily (Sundays excepted) at 3P.M. Pas- 
sengers to North and East at 12 P.M. . 

NIGHT LINE—The CONTINENTAL leaves New 
York at 11 Pp, M., arriving in New Haven in time for 


the early morning trains. . 
Merchandise forwarded by daily express freight 


train from New Haven through w Massachusetts, 
Vermont, Western New Hampshire, Northern New 
York and Canada. Freight received until 5 P. M, 


RICHARD PECK, General Agent. 


HUNTING 


FOR DEER; BEAR, PARTRIDGES, DUCKS; 
Take the Grand Rapids and Indiana Railroad 


FISHING 


FOR MIKE, PICKEREL, BASS, Etc, 
Follow the G. R. and I.—The “Fishing” Line 








Time, New York to Grand Rapids, 37 hours. 


EXPENSES LOW. 


Shooting season expires December 15. For infor-- 
mation as to routes, ratio and best points for the 
various kinds of game, etc. Apply to 

A. B. LEET, Gen. Pass Agent, 

A. HOPPE, Grand Rapids, Mich. 


Eastern Agent, 116 Market St., Phila., Pa. 
Novae tf 


Qe LIN 
FOR BOSTON AND ALL POINTS EAST. 


REDUCED FARE: 

Elegant Steamers STONINGTON and NARRA- 

GANSETT leave Pier 38 North River, foot Jay St 

at 6:00 P.M. NOT A TRIP MISSED IN SE 
YEARS. 














Tickets for sale at all principal ticket offices. State 
fooms secured at offices of Westcott Express Com. 
any, and at 363 Broadway, New York, and 383 Washe 
gton St., Brooklyn. 
PROVIDENCE LINE, 
Freight only, steamers leave Pier 37, North River, 
foot Park Place, at 4:30 P,M. Freights via either 
line taken at lowest rates, 
L. W. FILKINS, G. P. Agent, D. 8. BABCOOK, Pres. 








Hotels an Besorts for Sportsmen. 


Wild Fowl § Shooting. 


SPRINGVILLE HOUSE OR SPORTSMEN’S RE- 
TREAT, SHINNECOCK BAY, L. L, 

By a practical gunner and an old bayman. Has 
always on hand the best of boats, batteries, etc., 
with the nga rig of trained wild-geese decoys on 
the coast. Special attention given by himself to iz 
guests. and satisfaction guaranteed. Address WM. 
N. LANE, Good Ground, L. I. Novs tf 


Metropolitan Hotel, — 
WASHINGTON, 


Carrollton Hotel, 
BALTIMORE, Mp, 


R. B. Coleman & Co., proprietors of these famous 
are well known to the old patrons of the 
HOUSE, N. Y., and ST. NICHOLAS, N, Y. 

THE METROPOLITAN 
fe midway between the Capitol and the White- 
House, and the most convenient location in the city. 


It hag beon re-fitted and re-furnished thronghout. 


The cuisine is perfect; the service regular, and 
charges moderate. 
R.. B. COLEMAN & CO. 


HALSEY HOUSE, 
ATLANTICVILLE, LONG ISLAND, 


. Os 


is nearer New York City than any house bordering on 
Shinnecock Bay. Is Hf near, ona has as good aheot= 
ing grounds, and as experienced attendants (with live 


and other decoys, batteries, etc., always on 
nearer the station; the largest and the best 
L. I. RR. to Atilanticville 


tation. Fare, $2. Stage meets all trains, W. F 
HALSEY, Owner and Proprietor. 
Attanticville, L. I., Oct, 20, 1877. Oct2s . 
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Hotels and Resorts for Sportsmen. 








Svortsmen’s 
Headquarters 


#OR WIN 8, LIQUORS AND CIGARS. 





“Outfits for yachting. The camp or field a 
Specialty. Olives by the case, gallon or bottle, 


THOS, LYNCH, Iuporrse, 


99 NASSAU ST., Bennett Building, New York. 
Sept27 


M. BRENNAN, 


OLD KENTUCKY BOURBON & MONONGAHELA 


©. 


South Olark Street, Chicago, 


Guns, Rifles. Gee 
Second-Hand Cuns 


SPORTING GOODS, 
WHICH CAN BE BOUGHT CHEAP AT 


J. F. MARSTERS, 
125 NASSAU ST., N. ¥. 


‘One Scott Premier 10-gauge choke-bore, weight 
9 lbs., in first-class order, with case, price ....$226 
One Remington Sporting Rifle, made to order, 
pistol grip, rubber heel to prevent recoil, .44- 
Calibre..........- Peces'ehscuesanesasecence veccee 
= — 10-bore, 9 lb., pistol-grip, rebound- 
re ae 
One Remington Military Rifle, 1,000-yard range. 
One French Double Gun, pin-fire, légeuge. oe 
One More & Ha ris Muzzle-Loader, 10-gauge, 81¢ 





i 





Bing OMDNS GER wcccebascccccsccncoceccocscsenns 35 
One Hollis’ Dacking double gun, 8 gauge, 141b. 25 
One Scott Muzzle-Loader, 12 Ib., 9-gauge, 34-In.. 25 
One Ballard Rifle, .44-cal.. 10 IDR........eceecsee 20 
‘One Colt’s Revolving Rifle, 6 shot............... 18 
One Maynard Rifle, little the worse for wear.... 8 
One Single Mazzle-Loader, 10-gauge, cost $45.. 15 
One Single Breech-Loader, Stephen’s make..... 10 


ee 4 Skeleton Stock Stephen’s Rifle, .22-calibre, 
OREO 0000 00 050060 0508 00 ececed cecete cece eesces 
One General Fishing Rod, will make up five dif- 
fetent rods, German silver-mounted, cost $40.. 
One large German silver trolling reel, holds 
SP SNS BNO on dn cose wuvenTesbctesocnsscoceses 
J- F. MARSTERS, 125 Nassau st.,‘N. Y. 


10 





THE 


CHOKE-BORE 
MATCH. 





W. W. GREENER begs to inform his numerous 
patrons in America that his gun has again come off 
victorious at the great match of Choke-Bores vs. 
Cylinder Bores, at the London Gun Club, on May 23, 
beating seventeen of the best shots in Great Britain 
who used guus by the best London makers, viz.: 
Four made by Grant, three by Purdy, three by 
Dougal, one by Lancaster, Boss and others, 

[See London Field, May 26, Editorial Remarks.) 


*“*Mr. Cholmondiey Pennell, the winner of Mr. 
Purdey’s massive fifty guinea cup, weighing over 91 
ozs., for the highest score, shot wonderfully well, 
killing all his birds at 30 yards with the first barrel. 
The gun he used wasa fall choke, by Greener, of 
Birmingham, The result of the trial served to show 
the superiority of the choke st the long range, Mr. 
O. Pennell cutting down his birds ina marvellous 
.Way with his heavy Greener.” 


W. W. CREENER, 
St. Mary’s Works, Birmingham, and 
68 Haymarket, London, 


"Rea d“‘Choke- Bore Guns and How to Load,” by 
Casseli,Petter & Galpin, New York. 


fishing Fackle. 


H. L. LEONARD, 


Manufacturer of every variety of 


FINE RODS for SALMON, BASS and TROUT 
FISHING. 


Split Bamboo Rods a Specialty 


Rod bearing my name is six strands from 
‘ bare to extremie tip, a mounted with my “ patent 
waterproof ferrule,” and warranted againstimper- 
fections in material and workmanship. 
of finish, hexagonal or round, a8 may 
ae ee Rods of Greenheart, Ash, or Lance- 
-wood, MADE TO ORDER. 
I was awarded a MEDAL and DIPLOMA at the 
-Centennial for my Split Bamboo Rods, 
MANUFACTORY, BANGOR, MAINE. 








A variety of my rods may be found at 


No. 19 BEAVER ST., 
New York City (Up Stairs). 








# 


FOREST AND STREAM. 









3 Sportsmen's Goods, 
Sportsmen's 
“" Eriporium. 














SHOOTING, FISHING AND CAMPING GOODS 
OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 


Send 10, centsfor 50- illustrated catalogue, 
with rules for glass ball sho hints om camping, 
shooting and fishing, etc, 


TENTS, STOVES, JACK LAMPS, BLANKETS, 
RUBBER GOODS, Ete. 





Three-Barrelled Breech-Loading Guns, 


TWO SHOT AND ONE RIFLE. 


A new feature in the Sporting Line. Forms a ight and compact gun from eight to ten poundg, 
giving to sportsmen the very ming so omen wanted'n ail kinds of shooting. “ F 


PRICES—Three barrel, $75 to $250. Double barrel shot ge. Damascus barrel, $50 to $200. Twist 
$35. SEND FOR NEW CIRCULAR, 


W. H. BAKER & CO., Syracuse, New York. 


IRA A. PAINE’S 


CHAMPION FILLED CLASS BALL. — 


PATENTED OCTOBER 23. 
MAKE THE FEATHERS FLY WITHOUT KILLING THE BIRD—SOMETHING 













THE NEW TREBLE-BOLT FOX GUN 















ome Bamboo Fly Rods; the best in the 
market. 

Agent for the celebrated McBride Flies, 
Good’s Moccasins, Themsen’s Shooting Boots 
See Shoes, Leather and Canvas Suits of all 

nds. 7 * 

Holberten’s Trout Flies, per dozen, $1. 
— fall-length Russia-Leather Fly 

ooks. 
























7. 
OUTFITS for FLORIDA AND THE WEST. 








MUCH NEEDED. 
ing dor thee aah foo, amd tavteg Soules tor maieaioctarinn changes Mali otior thaw cen eae, 
ng for the ear, and ha acilities for manufacturing cheaper r than other en 
have secured the services of that well-known Sportsman, IRA A. PAINE, to take entire charge of the oohted cal Gbetal tecdipee nee mata ca tence ct 


production of his new patent Feather Filled Ball, which we hold the exclusive right to make and sell. 
They will eventually be the Standard Ball. Out of One Million already sold, not one complaimt, No 
Fancy Price, but a fair profit. Every ball is warranted to give satisfaction, The number of orders from 
all parts of the country speak volumes. 
Every ball is weighed and examined, then packed with the greatest care, in barrels of 300, 
Send for price list. Specialinducements to the trade. 


HEADQUARTERS BOHEMIAN GLASS WORKS, 214 Pearl Street, N. Y. 


Bogardus’ Patent Rough Glass Balls 
| and Glass. Ball ‘Traps. 


These Traps are the only ones that give satisfaction, as they are simple of con- 
struction, cagily set, and not liabie to get-out of order, and they throw the ball in 
a Manner that more closely resembles the flight ofa bird than any other trap in 
the market, The Patent Rough Glass Balls are made of uniform a and 
thickness, and have a corrugated surface that strengthens the bali for shipment 
to any part of the country, prevents the glancing of shot, and thereby insures the 
breaking of the ball when hit, f 

CAPTAIN BOGARDUS was the first to introduce the ROUGH BALL, and at a 
price far below the smooth ball at that time. 
ae _ Trap can be ordered through all Gun Dealers, Liberal discount to 
: e | e. 

IMPROVED TRAP (warranted), which Ng ey ball in any direction from the shooter at 
ice i. 


50 cents, : 
PURDY’S GLASS BALL TRAPS, $3.50. 
The best for wing practice. 





“ oie. pan Bogardus’ glass balls; Kay’s composi- 
on s 

Repairing, altering and boring of guns done in the 
best manner. 

English and American Wading Stockings 
and rubber for fishing and camping. 

Faten’s Ru«t Preventer. Dog Medicines for 
worms, fleas and mange. 








Ww. 
P. 0. Box 5,109. 


HOLBERTON & CO., 
102 Nassau St., N.Y. ~ 


SPARKS’ 
Chilled Shot, 


RIVALLING THE ENCLISH. 





the option of the puller, is now ready for the market. 


HEADQUARTERS FOR BALLS, HAGGERTY BROS., 10 Platt Street, 
“ FOR TRAPS, GEO. E. HART & CO., Newark, N. Js 





Second and enlarged edition of * Field, Cover and Trap Shooting,” containing instructions for Glass 


Ball Shooting, will be ready Feb, 1. Price $2, by mail, postage paid. Address 
Decé tf ee 7 aoe A. H. BOG ARDUOUS, International Hotel, N. Y. 


THE UNITED STATES CARTRIDGE. COMPANY, 


LOWELL, MASS. 


Manufacturers of the 
CENTRAL FIRE, SOLID HEAD, 
BRASS SHELL, RELOADING CARTRIDGE, 


Used by the Army and Navy of the United States and several Foreign Governments, 
All kinds of RIM FIRE AMMUNITION. 


Special attention paid to orders for TARGET PRACTICE CARTRIDGES. 
Send for Illustrated Catalogue. 


WALLACE & SONS, Agents, N. ¥. City. 
Sportsmen, Attention 





Price, 9 3-4 cents per pound. 


MANUFACTURED BY 
THOMAS W. SPARKS, 
121 Walnut Street, PHILADELPHIA: 


" SUBJECT TO USUAL DISCOUNT. 
jani7 im 


ici a 
A PEERLESS OFFER. 


IN ORDER TO BETTRE INTRODUCE 


KIMBALL’S 


PEERLESS. 


FINE CUT CHEWING TOBACCO, 


The manufacturers beg to announce that they will 
deliver, free of cost, to every dealer buying a 
Ten Pound Pail, one genuine 


Blue Jacket 


SEVEN SHOOTER 


With Safety Lock, Steel Barrel and Cylinder, Nickel 











ee 
a 


Keep Your Feet Dry. 






The only premium awarded by the Centennial 
Commission, Philadelphia, 1876, for Alligator 
Waterproof Boots and Shoes. 


Goods sent to all parts of the U. S., 


P guaranteed reliable and perfect in every 
Cc. 2: D. and usu retail at $6 00 to $8 00, which the 
dealer WILL PRE*=ENT to the CUSTOMER 


BUYING the LARGEST Quantity of PEER. 
LESS. 


PEERLESS tobacco has been manufactured for more 
than thirty years, and has become a favorite wh 
ever used. In quality it is unsurpassed, and a first- 


Catalogues containing full instractions for 
self-measurement sent free on application. 


503 Broadway, New York. | class article in every res; Five ‘First Prize 
Medals have been awarded, including the Centen- 
nial, and the only award at Vienna, 1 * nl ey cate 

ion of a 


The mapufacturers challenge the pi 
vepartion desiring to avail th Iv f this 

a cmselves 0: oppor- 
tunity_of procuring a govd article of Tobacco, Thich 
alone is worth the money, and a first-class Revolver, 
neary equal in value, shonid forward their order as 
civenaway. Prise 
given away. 


NEW YORK SHOOTING COAT. 


A stylish, handsome Coat. First-class in every particular, Pleasant to wear, durable, and in the 


mame mers MADE OF BROWN VELVETEEN. 


Pockets and lining made to. take ont, so that it may be worn¢or early fall and winter shooting. (Horace 

Smith, Esq., says: “ ft is my idea of a shooting coat. I have worn them for several y and would 

have none other.) Price for Coat, $2"; Vest, $6.50, Also the best brown corduroy pants at $10 per pair. 
make only the one grade, as the chexyest goods do not turn briars and will not give on. 


Also, in addition-to the above, I am maring a Waterproof Canvas Suit, cut same le as the 


@ limited number only will be 

$900 per pail. 

WM. 8S. KIMBALL & CO., 
Manuf’rs, Rochester, 


3 aNe 


ASK YOUR@EALER FOR IT. 








Velveteen ; goods, not stiff and hard, but soft and pleasant to wear; guaranteed to turn water. oe , ; 
re seen it say it is The Best Yet. Coat, $66, For full Suit, $14.00. I also make the Sleeveless CONTE BOLTS! DOMES Stee tae snd 
Goats Vent with cowetn if desired. Rules for measurement and samples sent upon application, most durable boat in the world. eight, 25 
: built of white M. 
F. L. SHELDON, Rahway, N. J. | sPRacvE, : arence 


"For Sale by Dealers in GUNS and SPORTSMEN’S SUPPLIES, 


. 








